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Many Children in Wyoming live long distances from a school in operation and are 
considered “isolated”.  In such cases a school board may either take a school to the 
children, or take the children to a school.  In making this choice, trustees should realize 
the significance of their role in preserving our democratic philosophy of education.  The 
wisdom of assuring an adequate education for every individual has been proved, and 
such a goal is attainable when a school board will accept nothing less for any child, and 
people will tax themselves to share the burden.  The school board will at all times place 
a child’s right to the best possible education above all other consideration. 
 
The law provides that: 

 
To qualify for isolation, pay a substantial portion of the family income is directly 
related to and enhanced by the family residing in the isolated location.  W.S.  9-3-
1-3(a)(iii) 

 
Policy:  Transportation of Isolated Pupils 
 

Private transportation shall be computed on the basis of the total number of miles 
traveled by the vehicle per month (one or two round trips as necessary), 
substantiated by a daily log to accompany the voucher for payment, and not on 
the basis of the number of pupils transported. 

 
Any payment authorized by a local Board of Education shall not exceed those 
authorized under W.S.  9-8-118(a), which allows reimbursement at 57.5/mile for 
passenger vehicles.  

 
Pupils transported by regularly established bus routes do not come under the 
category of isolation or maintenance unless private transportation is necessary to 
enable pupils to meet a bus when the distance is beyond walking distance of one 
and one half (1 ½) miles or more.  [Policy:   Maintenance of Isolated Pupils] 

 
When an isolated resident pupil and one or both parents find it necessary to 
move to a temporary residence for school purposes, the local Board of Education 
may allow a payment to defray the costs of relocation according to the following 
rates: 

 
  1  pupil   $ 95.00 
  2  pupils   $120.00 
  3 or 4  pupils   $145.00 
  5 or more pupils   $160.00 
 

A monthly pupil maintenance stipend may be allowed by the local Board of 
Education, payable to the parent or pupils, in addition to the relocation allowance 
referenced in the above stated policy.  The local Board of Education shall 



exercise discretion when establishing the amount of such pupil maintenance 
stipend. 

 
When it is necessary to relocate an isolated pupil in a temporary residence 
without an accompanying parent or parents, the local Board of Education may 
establish a stipend for the cost of room and board.  Board and room allowances 
are left to the discretion of the local board of trustees taking into consideration 
board and room rate in each town. 

 
The law provides further that: 
 

Any school district paying tuition for a pupil may. In its discretion, pay all or any 
part of the board and room required to maintain the pupil in the admitting district 
and may pay all or part of the room and board of exceptional children placed 
outside the district.  [W.S.  21-4-504] 

 
Wyoming State Board of Education, September 25, 1981 
 
LEGAL REF.:  as cited above 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


