
 

      

  

 

WELCOME BACK!  

Hartley ISD is excited about the opportunity to welcome back our students for the 20-21 school 

year on August 17th.  This plan has been put in place in accordance with recommendations from 

the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Commissioner of the Texas Education 

Agency (TEA), state and local health officials and other school superintendents from across the 

state.  Our priority at Hartley ISD is to continue the delivery of excellent education to all 

students that our community expects, while doing all we can to ensure the health and safety of 

our students and staff.  

Please remember that the situation with COVID-19 is continuously changing and information is 

still being processed through the Governor’s office as well as TEA and the University 

Interscholastic League (UIL).  We will continue to monitor the information as it becomes 

available and make the necessary adjustments.  We will also be diligent in communicating with 

our parents and community when changes need to be made.  

It is important to know that by following these guidelines and recommendations to keep our 

students and staff safe, we can increase the probability that we will be able to have a successful 

school year without major disruption.  We appreciate your patience and understanding as we 

work through this together. 
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INSTRUCTION OPTIONS:  

Students at Hartley ISD will have the option to choose between receiving instruction in the 

traditional face-to-face method at all campuses or by learning virtually with online resources.  At 

this time, we are planning to offer an asynchronous model in grades PK-2 and a synchronous 

model in grades 3-12.   

 Any parent may request that their student be offered virtual instruction.  Virtual instruction 

will be much more challenging and time consuming that it was last semester.  

Students who choose virtual instruction will be required to attend classes daily in 

accordance with the new state regulations.  Parents who choose virtual instruction for 

their child must notify the Principal no later than one week prior to the beginning of the six 

weeks period.  If a parent chose virtual instruction, and wants their child to switch to an on-

campus instruction, they may do so at the end of the  6 weeks period.  There will be no 

switching between On-Campus and Remote/Virtual instruction during the six 

weeks period.  Students who wish to participate in extracurricular activities must go to school 

on campus. 

Extracurricular activities in Hartley ISD will be governed by guidance from the Texas Education 

Agency and the University Interscholastic League. Students who select virtual learning may not 

participate in extracurricular activities or attend on-campus practices and competitions.  

Students with special accommodations through the Americans with Disabilities Act or those 

who have Admission, Review and Dismissal – or ARD – committee plans will have all 

appropriate requirements met whether through in-person or virtual learning.    

 

On Campus Learning     Remote Learning 

In school facilities          100% Online learning at home 

Health Protocols             Daily attendance required 

Social distancing guidelines when possible          Reliable internet required 

Parent partnerships in monitoring health         Daily assignments required 

 Extra-curricular activities          No extra-curricular activities 

 90% attendance rule in effect            90% attendance in effect 

 Regular school day 7:55am to 3:30pm  No attendance at school activities  

(Home or Away) 

 

In-Person Learning:  

❖ In-person learning will follow traditional face-to-face instruction methods with the 

addition of new health and safety practices which are described later in this 

document.   

Virtual Learning:  

❖ Hartley ISD respects the ability of a family to choose the platform that best suits the 

needs of their child.   
❖ Lessons and content covered in virtual learning will mirror face-to-face classes, with 

the same lessons and content covered through online methods. 
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❖ Students choosing the virtual learning option will be responsible for logging 

into their class at a specified time each day to receive their instruction.  They 

will access assignments through Google classroom for grades 3-12 and online 

curriculum.  Technology in the district will allow teachers to deliver 

instruction live from their classroom each day for 3-12.     
❖ PreK - 2 will receive materials and resources sent home for daily classroom 

coursework to be completed as assigned to face-to-face peers. 

❖ Overall progress on learning outcomes will be communicated in a “traditional” 

format using numeric grades for grades 1-12 and standards-based grading for PK-K.  

The expectations for coursework and guidelines for grading for in-person learning 

and virtual learning will be the same.  
❖ Learning at home will have the same grading guidelines, rigor and relevance as face-

to face learning and will be part of a student’s G.P.A. and class rank calculation as 

outlined in board policy EIC(LOCAL).  

❖ Some courses, particularly at the secondary level, are not possible through virtual 

learning because of physical or material constraints. Many career and technical 

education and extracurricular courses cannot be taken virtually.  
 

 

Attendance and Enrollment: 

❖ Per Texas Education Code (TEC), 25.092, students must attend 90% of the days a 

course is offered (with some exceptions) in order to be awarded credit for the course 

and/or to be promoted to the next grade.  This requirement remains in force during 

the 2020-2021 school year. 

❖ Given the public health situation, student attendance may be earned through the 

delivery of virtual instruction. 

 

 

 

Health Protocols  

  

Because of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, health protocols will remain a priority for the 

2020-21 school year for both students and staff. While Hartley ISD is hopeful that the school 

environment can remain as traditional as possible, the following modifications will be made for 

the safety of everyone on our campuses as well as families in our community.  
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Face Coverings:  

 

 

❖ Hartley ISD will provide daily on-campus instruction for students who follow the 

required public health procedures as prescribed by the state or county and whose 

parents wish them to attend on campus each day, subject to school closure.  (Currently, 

all students grades 4-12 are required to wear masks on the bus and in school per the 

Governor's Executive Order.) 
❖ All students in grades 4-12 must wear face coverings when riding in a school bus.   
❖ All Hartley ISD students will be provided with face covering furnished by the school 

district.   
❖ All Hartley ISD staff will be required to wear a face covering while on campus.    

 

 

Screening for Students and Staff:  

❖ All students and staff should self-screen for symptoms, and anyone exhibiting symptoms 

of COVID-19 should not come to a Hartley ISD campus or facility.  
❖ Staff will be required to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms prior to reporting to work 

each day.   
❖ Parents and guardians are expected to screen their students for COVID-19 symptoms 

each day prior to sending their students to school.  
❖ Teachers will monitor students and refer to the nurse if symptoms are present.  
❖ Symptoms to watch for include:  

1. Fever (Temperature of 100 degrees of higher)  

2. Cough  

3. Shortness of breath / difficulty breathing  

4. Chills  

5. Muscle pain  

6. Headache  

7. Sore throat  

8. New loss of taste or smell 

 

 

 

 

SAFETY MEASURES  

  

Temporary Visitor Limitation: For the beginning of the 2020-21 school year, parents and 

caregivers will be screened at the front entrance, but will not have access to any other areas of 

the school, except when required for appointments.  This will help us decrease the amount of 

contagion points within the school building.   
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Facility Safety Practices:  

❖ Students will be allowed to bring water containers on campus. A water bottle filling 

station is available.  They will not be allowed to share water bottles or other containers.  
❖ Hand-Sanitizer will be available.    
❖ Increased daily cleanings of classrooms, restrooms and common areas using CDC-

recommended solutions designed to disinfect the novel coronavirus associated with 

COVID-19.  
❖ Custodial crews will clean heavily touched areas multiple times a day to disinfect items 

that students or staff may commonly contact.  
  

  

Student Morning Routines:  
❖ Parents and caregivers must remain in their vehicles when dropping off or picking up 

their children 
❖ To prevent large group gatherings, elementary students will now follow an alternate 

procedure as they enter the school building (main entry only): 
▪ Pre K will report to their classroom 
▪ K -2nd will report to the cafeteria 
▪ 3rd - 5th grade will report to the Activity Gym 

❖ MS and HS students will enter the building and report to their designated areas where 

we will be following the safety procedures described in the plan. 
▪ Jr High students will report to the Commons Area 
▪ HS students will report to the Library 

❖ Masks will be provided upon arrival if needed. 
 

  

Social Distancing Plan:   

❖ Whenever possible, students, staff and anyone on campus will maintain distances of 6 

feet in all school rooms.   
 

 

COVID-19 POSITIVE TEST RESPONSE:  
When a case of COVID-19 is verified by a positive test, the students and staff of the appropriate 

classroom or area will be notified of the result. No information will be provided regarding the 

identity of the individual who tested positive to protect an individual’s privacy. Areas where 

individuals who tested positive had prolonged access to will be cleaned before others are allowed 

to return. Specific steps for positive test results can be seen below. 

 

 

Individuals Confirmed or Suspected with COVID-19 1. Any individuals who themselves 

either: (a) are lab-confirmed to have COVID-19; or (b) experience the symptoms of COVID-19 

(listed below) must stay at home throughout the infection period, and cannot return to campus 

until the school system screens the individual to determine any of the below conditions for 

campus re-entry have been met:  

 In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return to 

school when all three of the following criteria are met:  

1. at least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the use 

of fever-reducing medications); 
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2.  the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); 

3.  at least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared.  

 

 In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who is not 

evaluated by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, such individual is assumed 

to have COVID-19, and the individual may not return to the campus until the individual 

has completed the same three-step set of criteria listed above.  

 If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school 

before completing the above stay at home period, the individual must either (a) obtain a 

medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on an alternative 

diagnosis or (b) obtain an acute infection test at an approved testing location 

(https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/) that comes back negative for COVID-19.  

 

Identifying Possible COVID-19 Cases on Campus 

 The school will immediately separate any student who shows COVID-19 symptoms 

while at school until the student can be picked up by a parent or guardian.  

 Schools should clean the areas used by the individual who shows COVID-19 symptoms 

while at school (student, teacher, or staff) as soon as is feasible.  

Students who report feeling feverish will be given an immediate temperature check to 

determine if they are symptomatic for COVID-19. 

 

RESPONSE: Practices to Respond to a Lab-Confirmed Case in the School 

Required Actions if Individuals with Lab-Confirmed Cases Have Been in a 

School  

 1. If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the 

school will notify its local health department, in accordance with applicable federal, state 

and local laws and regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  

2. The school will close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab-

confirmed case (student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those areas 

can be disinfected, unless more than 7 days have already passed since that person was on 

campus.  

Students and staff who have been in close contact with an infected person will be 

quarantined at home until the 3 steps listed above have been completed. Those students 

will be switched to online learning.  

If there are multiple cases of COVID 19 administrators may choose to close the campus 

for deep cleaning and move all the students to online learning.  

3. Consistent with school notification requirements for other communicable diseases, 

and consistent with legal confidentiality requirements, the school will notify all teachers, 

staff, and families of all students in a school if a lab-confirmed COVID-19 case is 

identified among students, teachers or staff who participate on any on campus activities.  
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Close Contact  

❖ Any student, teacher, or staff member living in close contact for an extended period of 

time with someone who experiences any of the symptoms of COVID-19 should contact 

their health care provider to seek guidance.  
❖ For clarity, close contact is defined as: o Being directly exposed to infectious secretions 

(e.g., being coughed on while not wearing a mask or face shield) 
❖ Being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes, while not wearing a mask or 

face shield. 
 

 

 

Social Distancing Implementations:  
❖ Face coverings must be worn for the duration of a trip by both students ages 10 and older 

and bus drivers.  
 

 

Bus Cleaning:  
❖ Because school buses are a heavily trafficked location, each vehicle will be thoroughly 

cleaned daily.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


