
District Mitigation Strategy                                                                                                      8/27/2021 

Manchester City Schools has the health and safety of our students as our top priority and we work daily 

with local health professionals to make certain we are providing a safe learning environment for all.  The 

district works with the local Health Department, the Tennessee Department of Health, the Tennessee 

Department of Education, and the CDC to remain alert to the latest information to keep our children and 

staff healthy.  Our Coordinated School Health director has weekly calls with the local health department 

for status updates.  The Health and Safety team will collaborate weekly to update the director of needed 

changes.  Daily updates are monitored by all members through a shared spreadsheet.  Therefore, we 

will use a layered approach to mitigate the risks from COVID-19 with prevention plans to keep schools a 

safe and healthy learning environment. 

LEA protocols:  

*Face masks are requested indoors for individuals that are not fully vaccinated, especially in common 

areas. Face masks are optional.  Nurses will give a PSA explaining the correct wearing of masks.  

*Staff and students will practice social distancing, cohorts will travel together, and seating charts will be 

maintained to the extent possible.  

*We will continue to reinforce handwashing for at least 20 seconds and encourage the use of hand 

sanitizer.   Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms and hand sanitizing stations are located 

throughout the buildings as additional hygiene support. Students will be reminded to practice good 

hand washing on a regular basis-at home as well as at school.   

* Nurses will do a PSA for all students to remind them of hand washing and respiratory etiquette. Hand 

sanitizer dispensers were placed at regular intervals throughout all schools. 

*Cleaning protocols were intensified and each classroom was provided with disinfecting wipes for all 

surfaces. When there was concern about COVID-19 exposure in a classroom, deep cleanings (including 

electrostatic spay) are completed. Light switches were replaced with motion sensing lights. Paper towel 

holders were replaced with center pull towels to decrease contact.  

*Ventilation systems were replaced with EPA approved systems in all schools. 

*Students with a temperature greater than 100.0, cough, congestion, shortness of breath, 

gastrointestinal symptoms, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, headache or body aches should stay home 

until they are symptom free for 24 hours without fever reducing medicines.  Students exhibiting these 

symptoms will need to provide a parent or medical provider note to excuse the student from school.  

Students who test positive for Covid-19 or exposed to Covid-19 in their home should contact their 

medical provider and the local Department of Health for instructions on when to return to school and 

should provide those instructions to your child’s school nurse. All identified cases of Covid-19 in school 

will be reported to the Tennessee Department of Health. Initial contact tracing will be conducted by 

MCS with a letter sent home to every student in a classroom of possible exposure as well as school 

and/or classroom communication. Further contact tracing may be conducted by the TN Department of 

Health.  Students who test positive will be required to quarantine as instructed by their medical provider 

or the Tennessee Department of Health.  Students who reside in a household with a positive Covid-19 

case will be strongly encouraged to quarantine by Manchester City Schools with probable quarantine 



requirements coming from the Tennessee Department of Health or a medical provider.  Our 

Coordinated School Health director has weekly calls with the local Department of Health for status 

updates and to coordinate information.  

 

* Students who are at school and exhibit a temperature greater than 100, cough, congestion, shortness 

of breath, gastrointestinal symptoms, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, headache, or body aches will be 

referred to the school nurse for assessment and you will be contacted by the nurse for the next steps for 

your child.  Rapid COVID-19 testing will be available at all schools for both students and staff. 

 

*Vaccine clinics were offered for staff and students.  

 

* PPE will be supplied to school nurses and staff.  

 

*Accommodations for students with an IEP will be utilized as needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


