
AGO 79-284 (June 11, 1979) 

QUESTION: Pursuant to Chapter No. 221 of the Public Acts of 1979 must a local board of education 
furnish the president of each local education association, in conjunction with a copy of the minutes of the 
meetings of the board, a copy of documents adopted or acted upon by the board?

OPINION: Chapter No. 221 of the Public Acts of 1979 does not require that a copy of documents adopted 
or acted upon by a board of education during a meeting of the board but which have not been read into the 
minutes of the board meeting be mailed to the president of each local education association.

ANALYSIS: Chapter No. 221 of the Public Acts of 1979 provides in pertinent part:

'Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 49-214, is amended by the addition of a new paragraph to read as 
follows: 

(12) To prepare, or have prepared a copy of the minutes of each meeting of the board of education, and to 
mail a copy of such minutes, as corrected and approved, to the president of each local education 
association.'

Pursuant to this statute local boards clearly have the duty to furnish to presidents of local education 
associations a copy of the minutes of the meetings of the boards. The statute does not set forth what such 
minutes should include. Local boards are, however, subject to the Open Meetings Act, T.C.A. Sec. 8-4401, 
et seq. Dorrier v. Dark, 540 S.W.2d 658 (Tn. Sup. Ct. 1976). The Open Meetings Act sets forth the minimal 
contents of the minutes of a meeting of any governmental body subject to that Act's provisions.

'The minutes of a meeting of any such governmental body shall be promptly and fully recorded, shall be 
open to public inspection, and shall include but not be limited to a record of persons present, all motions, 
proposals and resolutions offered, the results of any votes taken, and a record of individual votes in event of 
roll call.' T.C.A. Sec. 8-4404. Emphasis added.

Tennessee statutory law does not any more specifically define the required contents of minutes of local 
board of education meetings. T.C.A. Sec. 8-4404 does not direct that the minutes must include copies of 
documents adopted or acted upon by the board. Of course, if a local board has adopted rules, regulations or 
procedures requiring that documents, items, or objects must be set forth in the minutes then that board 
should furnish to the president of each local education association copies of all such documents, items, or 
objects.

The particular document with respect to which question has arisen is the tentative budget proposal from a 
local board submitted to the budget committee of the county legislative body. This document is, as 
recognized in the letter requesting this opinion, a matter of public record. T.C.A. Sec. 15-304 mandates that 
all county records shall be open for inspection by Tennessee citizens and T.C.A. Sec. 15-307 affords those 
with a right to inspection the further right to make copies of such records. Chapter 3 of Title 15 does not 
exclude budget proposals adopted by local boards of education from public inspection. Therefore, this 
document would be subject to inspection by Tennessee citizens even though it may not be required that 
local boards mail a copy to presidents of local teacher associations. 
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