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SKIDMORE-TYNAN ISD COVID-19 FAQ  

The following FAQs are listed below in an effort to provide clarity to everyone during the 

unprecedented situation. Please note this is a fluid document and updates will be made regularly. 

Thank you for your patience, support, and understanding as we move forward and more information 

is made available. 

 

1. Should staff self-report if they traveled internationally or to a Warning Level 3 country over 

the break? 

Yes. We want any staff member, who recently traveled internationally or to a Warning Level 3 

country over the break, to self-report this to their immediate supervisor. Please let us know if 

you are experiencing symptoms such as fever, dry cough, and shortness of breath. Let us know if 

you have been asked to self-quarantine by a medical professional. Please send this information 

in an email. 

 

2. Should families/students self –report if they traveled internationally or to a Warning Level 3 

country or over the break? 

Yes. We ask that families/students, who traveled recently internationally or to a Warning Level 3 

country, self-report this to their campus principal via email, text, or phone call. We will create a 

process for this in the next few days. We will use this information as we begin to make decisions 

about re-opening the district. 

 

3. Will staff and students who are absent due to either medically required quarantine or self-

quarantine measures be excused if we return to school? 

Yes, medically required quarantine or self-quarantine measures will be excused. Students may 

be required to complete instruction at home as set forth by the campus when campuses reopen.  

 

4. How long will Skidmore-Tynan ISD be closed? Updated 3-31-20 

Skidmore-Tynan ISD remains closed until further notice.  As more information is available to us, 

a future day for return may be set. The Governor of Texas has closed all schools through May 4. 

 

5. Will student extra-curricular activities be reinstated? 

The University Interscholastic League (UIL) suspended all UIL games and contests. No events will 

start no earlier than Monday, May 4th. Prior to that date, to allow students and schools to 

reenter competition, UIL will provide a reasonable acclimatization period for rehearsals and 

practices to occur, consistent with the advice of local, state and federal officials. The UIL will 

reevaluate the beginning dates for practices and rehearsals as we receive more information 

about schools resuming. 

 

6. Will staff be required to make up days if we have a long closure or will we have to make up 

days going into June? Updated 3-20-20 



Unsure at this time.  We are filing a waiver for missed school days with the Texas Education 

Agency.   

 

7. Am I expected to be available to work during the extended district closure period? Updated 3-

20-20 

Yes, your immediate supervisor will contact you if you are required to report to work. Many 

employees are currently working during school closure. We ask that you be accessible via email 

and phone during this time. Employees please check with your supervisor and district email 

routinely. This is a fluid situation and work schedules could change at any time.  We will practice 

social distancing and ensure no more than 10 people are in one location at a time.  Our 

custodians will regularly sanitize our work areas. 

 

You are not be required to report to work if you meet of the following criteria:  

1. Self-Quarantine or Medically Quarantined 

2. Actively ill - showing symptoms - fever, runny nose, cough or family members who are 
actively ill 
3. Immune system issues or family members with immune system issues or if you are a high-risk 
individual 
4. Other - please visit with immediate supervisor 
Please report this to your immediate supervisor 

 

8. Will hourly and contract employees continue to be paid during the district closure? Updated 3-

20-20 

Yes.  Per policy DEA (Local) - During an emergency closure, all employees shall continue to be 

paid for their regular duty schedule. Nonexempt (hourly) employees who are required to work 

during an emergency closing for a disaster, as declared by a federal, state, or local official or the 

Board, shall be paid at the rate of one and one-half times their regular rate of pay for all hours 

worked up to 40 hours per week. Following an emergency closure, the Board shall adopt a 

resolution or take other Board action establishing the purpose and parameters for such 

payments. The Skidmore-Tynan ISD board of trustees adopted this resolution on Thursday, 

March 19, 2020 at a special board meeting. The Board approved resolution authorizes the 

Superintendent of Schools the discretion to designate a premium pay duty schedule that 

permits the payment of nonexempt employees who are required to work during the emergency 

closure in accordance with Board Policy DEA(LOCAL). 

 

9. Will the high school graduation be held? 

Maybe. All District activities are currently suspended. CDC’s and Bee County’s current 

restrictions on mass gathering prevents us from holding a traditional graduation ceremony.  

 

10. Will we still hold end of year events, such as Prom, banquets, concerts, award ceremonies, 

etc.? 



Maybe. Mass gathering events are currently restricted. As we move forward and more guidance 

is available, we will keep you updated.  

 

11. How will students receive instruction if we are required to remain closed for an extended 

period of time? 

Principals and teachers are crafting plans for instruction to take place at home.  We will utilize 

Google Classroom and online instructional programs, workbooks, worksheet packets, etc. 

Instructional activities will begin for all students on March 23rd.  Internet access will be provided 

to students at two locations within the District.  

  

12. How will we get the students all the materials they need, such as books, devices and 

computers, workbooks, worksheets, etc.? 

Each campus will share their information regarding distribution of materials.  All students are 

instructed to stay out of buildings. 

 

13. What about our students with special needs? Updated 3-20-20 

TEA has provided specific guidance regarding special needs students during district closures. The 

guidance is as follows: If schools are closed, but the LEA continues to provide educational 

opportunities to the general student population during the closure, the school must ensure that 

students with disabilities also have equal access to the same opportunities including the 

provision of FAPE.  The LEA must ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, each student with 

a disability can be provided the special education and related services identified in the student’s 

IEP. 

 

Students will continue to receive instructional and related services support (Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy, Speech, Counseling, etc.). Teachers and providers will contact parents 

individually to discuss what those services will look like.   ARD meetings will continue to be held 

through teleconferencing. The Diagnostician will contact parents to schedule ARDs and discuss 

parent participation in ARDs.  

 

14. Will we still be required to give STAAR?  

No. On Monday, March 16, 2020, Governor Abbott announced all STAAR testing will be waived 

for the state. From the TEA: 

STAAR End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments 

Most students have already completed courses that have corresponding EOC assessments before 

their senior year. Normally, a student who has not passed up to two of his or her required STAAR EOC 

assessments may graduate through the individual graduation committee (IGC) process. For students 

who are still working to meet assessment graduation requirements as seniors in the 2019–2020 

school year, required performance on academic assessments to graduate under TEC, §28.025(c) and 

§39.025(a) are being waived for spring 2020. Effectively, this means that current seniors may 



graduate through the IGC process regardless of the number of EOC assessments they still need to 

pass. 

Districts will need to determine if a student has met all other graduation requirements under TEC, 
§28.025(c), including successfully completing curriculum requirements or successfully completing an 
individualized education program. 

In waiving the required performance on academic assessments under TEC, §28.025(c) and 
§39.025(a) for spring 2020, the following applies: 

 If a student is on schedule to complete instruction in the entire curriculum in spring 2020 for 
a course that has a corresponding STAAR EOC assessment, the student is not required to pass that 
specific test to fulfill graduation requirements. 

 If a student is on schedule to complete graduation requirements in spring 2020 but does not 
have the opportunity to retake a STAAR EOC assessment prior to graduation, the student is not 
required to pass that specific test to fulfill graduation requirements but will need to complete the IGC 
process. 

For students graduating in future years but taking one of the five courses with a corresponding 
STAAR EOC assessment this year, those students will not be responsible for meeting that EOC 
assessment graduation requirement if they earn course credit this year. 

STAAR Alternate 2 
The STAAR Alternate 2 administration window required under TEC, §39.023(b) and scheduled for 
March 30 through April 21, 2020 is cancelled. For all students receiving special education services, the 
admission, review, and dismissal committee will continue to make educational decisions, including 
decisions related to required performance on academic assessments. 

15. Will we be required to finish TELPAS testing? 

Maybe. From the TEA: 

TELPAS and TELPAS Alternate 

The Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) and TELPAS Alternate 

administration windows are currently open and are being extended to remain open through May 

29, 2020, for a district to complete optionally if it chooses. Scoring data will be provided for each 

TELPAS domain a student completes. TEA is looking at exit criteria for English learners to 

determine what adjustments may be made this year for this determination. These discussions 

are ongoing, and more information will be provided as it develops. 

 

16. Will we still administer Advanced Placement (AP) exams? Updated 3-31-20 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/news-changes/coronavirus-update 

Traditional face-to-face exam administrations will not take place. Students will take a 45-minute 

online free-response exam at home.    

 

17. Will Skidmore-Tynan ISD facilities be open during the district closure period? Updated 3-26-20 

No. All Skidmore-Tynan ISD facilities will be closed to students during the district closure period. 

The Track can be utilized. Please maintain social distancing.  

 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/news-changes/coronavirus-update


 

 

18. Will meals be provided for our students during the district closure period? 

Yes. Curbside meals for all Skidmore-Tynan ISD students and any child age in the community, up 

to 18 years of age, are provided daily from 10:30am- 12:00pm at the Secondary Cafeteria. 

Breakfast and Lunch will be delivered to the vehicle and no one is allowed to enter the building. 

 

19. Will we be closed until the end of school?  Updated 3-31-20 

At this time, we don’t know. Our goal is to return to school when it is safe. There are many 

factors that will determine how long we are out. We are in contact with our local health care 

providers and the TEA, who are providing guidance regarding our community and COVID-19. 

Governor Abbott ordered all school will remain closed until May 4.  

 

20.  How do I contact the school if I have questions, need to enroll or withdraw my child, or need 
to pick up my child’s personal items? New 3-20-2020 
Staff will be available to answer the phone at each campus during regular working hours 

additionally, you can send an email to the campus principal.  Campus contact information is as 

follows: 

 

Elementary School  361-287-3426 ext. 4000 

Email – corina.garcia@stbobcats.net  

 

Junior High  361-287-3426 ext. 5000 

Email – stella.resio@stbobcats.net  

 

High School  361-287-3426 ext. 3000 

Email – dana.scott@stbobcats.net  

 

21. How will at-home learning work?  How will Skidmore-Tynan ISD monitor and regulate online 

instruction for every teacher? New 3-24-20 

For grades 2-12, classroom teachers will use Google classroom to post instructional content, 

resources, and assignments. Students will be asked to submit assignments online.  Teachers will 

be available through Google Meets to assist students through videoconferencing.  

For Kindergarten and First grades, teachers will use a combination of printed and Google 

Classroom Activities. Please check with your child’s teacher for more specific details regarding 

instructional activities.  

Campus administrators and teachers will monitor and regulate online instruction. 

22. If my children have library books or textbooks from the school, should we return or keep 

them? New 3-24-20 

mailto:corina.garcia@stbobcats.net
mailto:stella.resio@stbobcats.net
mailto:dana.scott@stbobcats.net


Response: All library resources should be returned when on-site learning resumes. In the 

meantime, students are encouraged to use any library materials they may have checked out to 

further their learning.  

23. If my children’s books are not returned this school year, will I be charged for the books? New  

3-24-20 

Late/replacement fees will not be assigned for any books/resources that are checked out until 

school resumes. When school resumes, students will be expected to return any materials that 

were checked out before spring break. 

 

24. Will students still receive report cards or grades for the remainder of the semester? New 3-24- 

20 

Teachers will grade assignments that students complete and submit online or paper, 

commensurate with their continued instruction. Work completed using the at-home learning 

plans provided to families either online or in print format will be graded by the teacher. Families 

will be asked to assist students in maintaining and returning all schoolwork (handouts and loose 

leaf paper).  Each Campus has a white metal box near the entrance for the return of printed 

assignments.  

 

25. How can I get books for my children to read at home? Are libraries open? New 3-24-20 

Skidmore-Tynan school libraries are not open while schools are closed. 

Our school libraries may be closed but not our Virtual Library.  Our Virtual Library can be 

accessed through our school library webpage at stbobcats.net or go directly 

to https://stlibrary.wixsite.com/stlibrary.  Once there, you can access ebooks, audio books, 

read-alouds and more.  We have selected a few to start off with and will add other resources 

each week.  

For TexQuest:  Select our school from the drop-down menu and type in the password:  bobcats 

(lower case) 

For OpeneBooks, you will need a user code + PIN.  Please let Mrs. Lopez, District Librarian, know 

if you would like a code and pin and for which collection (elementary, middle school, high 

school) by emailing her at deborah.lopez@stbobcats.net. 

 

 

26. I am having trouble trying to connect to our wireless and logging into Google classroom. Is  

there an IT department that can help me fix the problem? New 3-24-20 

Yes, call (361) 350-6280. Please leave a message and we will return your call. 

 

27. How will codes for Google Classroom be given to students and parents? New 3-24-20 

Teachers will email the Google Classroom codes to the students. 

 

28. Will I need to submit my child’s work daily or weekly, and will it count toward their grades?  

New 3-24-20 

http://stbobcats.net/
https://stlibrary.wixsite.com/stlibrary
mailto:deborah.lopez@stbobcats.net


Depends and Yes. Each campus may have different expectations for completion of assignments 

during the week.  

 

29. What happens if my child is ill and cannot do work on a given day, or needs to go to a medical  

appointment? Will it be counted as an absence? New 3-24-20 

No.  If possible, depending on the type of illness it is recommended that a check-in occur 

between the teacher and student during the school day at home. There will be sufficient time to 

complete assignments after the student’s health improves.   

30. How will attendance in the At-home Learning Program be measured/recorded? Added 3-24-20 

Attendance will not be recorded in the tradition method. Principals and Teachers will use a 

check-in system that monitors student participation and assignment completion through Google 

classroom, packet completion, email, phone, etc. 

31. How will you handle the 90-percent attendance requirement for credit for high school 

students? New 3-24-20 

We will use the current guidelines and will handle attendance on a case-by-case basis for 

students whose attendance was below 90% before the end of the 3rd 9 weeks, with the principal 

taking the lead on the student attendance committee.  

  

 

 

 


