
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mr. Richard Waterhouse 
224 W. Main St. 
Skidmore, TX 78380 
 
January 4, 2021 
 
Skidmore-Tynan ISD recently amended the school schedule for the second semester. We 
will release students early each Friday beginning January 8, 2021. The Elementary will 
release at 12:30 and the upper grades at 12:40 pm. This action is taken to allow our 
teachers additional instructional planning time to assist our students. It will also facilitate 
tutoring for our students that have fallen behind.  
 
We want to thank our staff and students for their conscientious application of Covid 19 
protection measures. In some cases these measures may not be popular, however they are 
reasonable, necessary, and based on the best available data. These measures (and their 
conscientious implementation), have allowed us to remain open for face to face 
instruction and to continue competing in athletics. Face to face instruction is absolutely 
vital for students social-emotional health and well-being as well as academic 
performance. Athletics, band, FFA and all our extra activities are a key component of 
school life and must be protected. Recently the American Academy of Pediatrics 
published guidance which addressed the wearing of face coverings during most sports. In 
short, the AAP "recommends athletes wear cloth face coverings during group training 
and competition as well as when they are on the sidelines, in the locker room and 
traveling. The coverings have been shown to be well tolerated during exercise and 
prevent the spread of SARS-COVID." The guidance lists several exceptions during 
which they could become a hazard and should NOT be worn-wrestling, competitive 
cheerleading, gymnastics and water sports. The face coverings also may not be necessary 
for outdoor individual sports like golf and singles tennis. Coaches, officials, spectators 
and volunteers also should wear cloth face coverings at all times. S-T ISD will take all 
reasonable measures to protect our students, staff, and families while ensuring the best 
possible education under these difficult, unprecedented circumstances. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Richard Waterhouse 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 


