
Summer Reading:  The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary 

Project:  House for Ralph and Persuasive letter  

Due:  Friday, August 16th  

 

Dear 4th grade Parents, 

Your child’s summer homework is to read and then build a house for Ralph, using 
any materials readily available in your home.  The finished house should be about 
the size of a regular shoebox.  The house may or may not include a garage for the 
motorcycle.  It may or may not be furnished.  It should provide shelter and 
protection from predators for this very private mouse.  While your child can 
receive help from you, he or she should be the primary builder.  Finished houses 
are due by Friday, August 16th.  

 

Your child also needs to write a letter to persuade Ralph to move to Oakdale with 
him/her.  Letters may be either typed or handwritten in cursive.  Why will Ralph 
like living in your child’s bedroom?  Why will Ralph like your family?  Why is 
Oakdale a good place for a young mouse to live?  Your child will orally present this 
letter to the class.  This is also due Friday, August 16th.     

Happy reading, building and persuading! 

 

Jill Wilguess 

 

PS: If you have any questions please contact me at 
jwilguess@oakdale.org.  During the summer please contact me at 
wilguess@cox.net.  I can’t wait to see your creative work.  Have a GREAT 
SUMMER! 

Copies of this letter and directions can be found on the school webpage or in the 
school office.   
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         May 13, 2019 

 

Dear Oakdale 4th grader,   

 

 You have traveled with your family to California.  And guess where you 
are staying?  That’s right—room 215 of the Mountain View Inn!  You and Ralph 
have become very good friends, and since he is now a mouse of great 
responsibility, he has asked if he can move out with you to see the world.  After 
vacationing with you, Ralph will be living in your home.  But, also being a very 
independent and proud mouse, Ralph will need his own home within your 
home.  A cage would never do!  So you will get to build a new house for Ralph, 
using materials you find at home.  Get building!   

 You will also need to persuade Ralph to move in with you.  You will need 
to write a letter to Ralph, letting him know why your house would be a great 
place for him to live.  Why will he like your bedroom?  Why will he like the 
house you have built for him?  Why will he like your family?  What makes 
Oakdale a good place for him to live?  You will share your letter with your 
classmates when you share Ralph’s new house.   

 Your project is due FRIDAY, AUGUST 16TH.   I can hardly wait to see what 
you create! 

 

        Love, 

        Mrs. Wilguess (and Ralph) 

 


