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Oakdale School has considered multiple pathways to reopen school this August in a responsible yet 
flexible manner. The plans we have created are not perfect; they may need to be adjusted or modified as 
we move forward with emerging data. Nevertheless, our intent is to enact proactive, yet practical 
measures to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and concurrently resume a sense of normalcy for our 
students and staff. 
 
We will continue to monitor the effectiveness of our plans and track data over the course of the school 
year. Subsequently, we ask for your support and cooperation as we may have to modify plans and 
progressively increase or decrease layered procedures when needed.

Dr. Joe Pierce, Superintendent



Considerations 
● No single plan will completely eliminate the risk of transmission, 

but multiple coordinated interventions can greatly reduce that risk. 
● No plan is perfect, but it must be flexible and look at the context 

of the situations and events. Not everyone will be 100% pleased.
● Health and well-being of children, faculty, and community.
● Risk Factors:

○ Highest Risk: Traditional approach
○ Moderate Risk: Small group learning with social distancing
○ Lowest Risk: Virtual only learning

● Feasible & Practical yet Flexible & Adaptable
● Vulnerable populations: Additional considerations for those 

who are medically fragile, have developmental challenges, or have specific 
healthcare needs or disabilities, with the goal of a safe return to school.



Due to recent changes, Oakdale Schools is now investigating a viable option for a 
comprehensive virtual online content management platform.

● We will continue to offer our own distance learning (Google Classroom) when 
there are school closures, quarantines, or student with a positive diagnosis, etc. 

● Teachers in grades 3-8 will begin right away ramping up the use of Google 
Classroom to prepare our students for that time. 

● Early childhood teachers will also being using a development appropriate tool 
such as SeeSaw instead of Google Classroom.

● Currently, we will reopen with a single plan based on most recent color-coded 
risk phase recommended by the OSDH and OSDE.

● Some families may not be ready or comfortable sending their child back 
to brick & mortar school. 

 

Virtual Learning 

https://coronavirus.health.ok.gov/covid-19-alert-system
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Oklahoma%20School%20Safety%20Protocols.pdf


There are options for Oakdale families:

Although we welcome all Oakdale 
children back to our school, there are 
other viable choices for families with 
specific situations or concerns to 
consider during this particular season. 
We are investigating a virtual option for 
Oakdale; however, we want to remind 
families that there are multiple virtual 
providers that provide full time online 
instructional models.

We warmly welcome all of our families 
to return to our brick & mortar schooling 
whenever they are ready and 
comfortable to return to Oakdale. 
Merely unenroll from virtual schooling 
and re-enroll (reactivate) your student 
when ready. Please note any legislation 
enacted regarding transferring in/out of 
districts. 

WE ARE EXPLORING THIS OPTION FOR OUR FAMILIES:

The $12 million initiative will allow schools to access high quality 
digital content across grades K-12. The funds will allow schools to 
provide access to online content with a teacher of record virtually. 

This will be an offering through the Oklahoma Supplemental 
Online Course Program (OSOCP). 
Digital content will be purchased via the OSOCP will provide help 
desk support to schools in selecting the appropriate digital 
content for students. 

OSOCP will also provide professional development to schools with 
a focus on providing instruction to teachers related to best 
practices in distance learning instruction.

https://www.learnanywhereok.org/#Course-Catalog


“Mind the Gap”

● Mind the Social-Emotional Gap
○ Need to be aware of any negative impact on children due to school closures and lengthy 

time away from school with associated social-emotional well-being.
○ Mrs. Gina McCarty is the main contact person and will help families as needed.
○ She will also work closely with teachers on how to handle social-emotional issues

● Mind the Learning Gap
○ Determine current academic level for each student

■ STAR Reading & STAR Math
■ SDE free resources tied to our current benchmark assessments

○ What do we do if they have gaps? 
■ Differentiate & personalize
■ Tier instruction & assignments 
■ Create a plan & intervene

○ What do we do if they already have it?
■ Extend/Apply/Enrich/Advance



EXACT PATH for Individualizing Learning 

● The OSDE intends to invest a portion of state Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds to offer Edmentum Exact Path free to districts 
to set and achieve academic growth goals 

● Exact Path combines adaptive diagnostics with individualized instruction and 
learning pathways for growth in math, reading and language arts. 

● Exact Path may be used in classrooms, with blended learning or during periods 
of distance learning. 

● Exact Path also links with our current assessment plan and will integrate our 
district data from Renaissance Star Reading & Math Assessments.

● OSF grant requested for other tools such as IXL Learning

https://www.edmentum.com/products/exact-path


Precautions

● When on Green, Yellow, or Orange-1, PARENTS will pre-screen children before school.  
● When on Orange-2, STAFF will screen students each morning upon arrival.

○ Current procedures for sending sick students home will remain in effect.
○ Our school nurse with advice from the has created additional plans & procedures for sickness

● Masks & Face Coverings
○ Oakdale faculty, staff, and students will wear masks/face coverings
○ Social distancing for teachers may not always be practical in the classroom. 
○ Therefore, wearing a face covering for staff is also required.
○ Faculty & staff will be provided with a mask and/or face shield. 
○ Faculty will also maintain social distance (particularly around other adults) and wear a 

mask/face covering at school. Various styles are permitted (e.g. clear panel for the mouth)
○ Adult employees will be required to check their temperature and answer related questions 

each day upon arrival using one of the two SchoolSafeID kiosks located at the 5th grade (new) 
or front offices. 



➢ Every student will wear their own clean face mask or face covering (e.g. buffs) while at school.
➢ Students will bring their own clean face covering and must be able to use it independently.
➢ Teachers will create appropriate procedures for their classroom.
➢ If a child does not have a mask (lost, damaged, or in need) we will provide them with one.

On the bus?  Yes, physical distancing is not feasible on buses.
● We encourage parents to drop off & pick up students in order to create space for social distancing on buses.
● Bus procedures with additional cleaning & other precautions (e.g. ventilation and other procedures)

In classrooms during instructional times?  Yes, except for some instances where there is adequate physical distance
● Masks should be school appropriate and not be a distraction. 
● Students are expected to comply with teachers’ directives about wearing masks.
● Parents should practice with their child making sure they can manage their mask independently and responsibly.
● We fully support parent requests for their child to wear a face covering more often, even if able to physically distance.
● Students must be responsible for complying with their parent’s request to wear a mask more frequently.

In common/outdoor areas during non-instructional times?  Yes, except for some instances where there is adequate 
physical distance

● Wear masks in congested common areas (dismissal, passing periods, tornado drills, crowded hallways)
● Outdoor recesses have the ability for social distancing, so a mask may not be necessary.

More about masks



Cleaning & Sanitizing

● The school hired an additional custodian and will change the crew’s work schedules in order to  
have a nighttime crew for after-hours cleaning and during breaks.

○ Electrostatic sanitizing sprayers will be used daily during deep cleaning of rooms.
○ One sprayer is available. Two additional sprayers have been ordered
○ High touch areas will be sanitized at least 3x during the school day
○ Restrooms will be monitored and sanitized through the school day and cleaned at night
○ Lockers will be sanitized at least once a week
○ Lunch tables will be sanitized between each lunch period

● Proper hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette will be taught and encouraged.
● Teachers will create a schedule for more frequent than usual hand hygiene.
● Students will be greeted at the classroom door and offered hand sanitizer.
● Students are encouraged to bring their own personal water bottles daily.
● Water fountains with mouth pieces will not be used. Hands-free water bottle refill stations 

will remain available and cleaned regularly during the day. 
● We are adding additional water bottle refill stations to our existing drinking fountains.
● Buses will be sanitized at least two times daily and between multiple routes.
● HVAC units will be set to maximum ventilation with outdoor air, where possible.



School Nurse

Temperature checks must balance the practicality of performing these checks for large numbers of 
students and staff with the information known about how children manifest COVID-19 infection, the risk 
of transmission in schools, and the possible lost instructional time to conduct the screenings

Green, Yellow, Orange-1:     PARENTS will pre-screen children before school.  
Orange-2:                                STAFF will screen students each morning upon arrival.

● Plans have been created for confirmed exposure or diagnosed with virus (see flowchart)
● Relocating clinic to new 5th grade wing office area

○ A room is now available to quarantine a suspected COVID patient
○ Concerns about “littles” traveling to the nurse office:

■ Office aids may help - or text an administrator
■ Only send when absolutely necessary (put first aid supplies in classrooms)

● Parents will privately pick up children using the 5th grade entry doors.
● Ordering additional PPE supplies to keep on hand.
● Various communication letters are already created and ready to use when an exposure 

or infection occur. The Oakdale Public Health Advisory Team will be consulted.



Oakdale Public Health Advisory Team

The newly formed Oakdale Public Health Advisory Team will be advisory in nature and will not 
make policy. It will respond to specific questions posed by the Board or by the Administration 
and will review, from time to time, particular matters as are helpful to the conducting of School 
business. 

At this time, the following individuals have agreed to serve on this advisory group:

● Paul Dasari, MD, MPH:  Pediatric endocrinologist at Oklahoma City Indian Clinic
● Jennifer Lepard, PhD, MPH: With a doctorate in Public Health, Jennifer is the recently 

appointed Chief Administrative Officer at the Oklahoma State Department of Health
● Lynn Mitchell, MD, MPH: Chief Medical Officer, Chief Wellness Officer, OU Physicians 

Associate Dean for Clinical Practice, OU Health Sciences Center. Dr. Mitchell is the former 
Prevention and Preparedness Director for the Oklahoma State Department of Health

● Brian Plaxico, DO: Emergency Medicine physician at Oklahoma ER & Hospital

https://youtu.be/L2zqTYgcpfg


Subject to modification with advice from the Oakdale Public Health Advisory Group



Our decision-making framework has been modified to include advice from our Oakdale Public Health Advisory 
Group plus alignment with both the SDE recommended guidelines and the Oklahoma State Department of 
Health’s COVID 19 Alert System by county.
● We must have a starting point from which we can prepare to return to school safely:

○ Recommended roll back start date to August 20th using the current OSDH 
county color level. Currently this is (Orange-1)
■ Offers our students & faculty stability and consistency
■ Remain on this level for at least one month and reassess beginning September 25th
■ Advisory group recommended using the county data, although we will also consider 

the ZIP code data as well as Oakdale student data in the process 
● As additional cases arise, we will reach out to Oakdale Public Health Advisory Group or OSDH for their 

guidance before implementing quarantining or closing school. 
● The success of our framework is contingent on the degree to which people in our community comply 

with the layered precautions outlined in the Return to Learn at Oakdale reopening plan.
● In each case, we will take extra steps to learn about the timeframe, the context, the type 

of contacts, etc. that will inform real guidance about what next steps should be taken. 
● Consideration must also be given to the ability to secure substitute teachers/bus drivers

Switching Levels 

https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Oklahoma%20Schools%20Safety%20Protocols%20Draft.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ok.gov/covid-19-alert-system


● Green

● Yellow

● Orange 1

● Orange 2

● Red

SDE Guidelines

EXAMPLE

https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Oklahoma%20Schools%20Safety%20Protocols%20Draft.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Oklahoma%20Schools%20Safety%20Protocols%20Draft.pdf


● Masks required and social distancing as much as possible
● Cohort groupings* recommended for elementary school (can rotate)
● Block scheduling for middle school and cohort groupings required for 

elementary school (no rotations)
● A/B schedule 

○ Partial implementation of distance learning using Google Classroom 
○ Block schedule / cohort groupings

● “Family” groups (very strict cohort) required for all grades (no rotations)
○ Teachers deliver instructruction through video on Google Classroom
○ Think DL at school, in class
○ “HOH” manages and assists with learning activities
○ Specials push in to classes for related activities
○ Lunch in classrooms and recess with cohort group only

● Full implementation of distance learning using Google Classroom 
○ Special populations at school in every level- limited to 25% in Orange 2
○ Special populations at school in every level- limited to 15% in Red

*cohort groupings means students stay with the same group of students all day.

Continuum of Social Distancing



Teacher Preparation

● Teachers will create standardized activities for each switch to distance learning 
Monday (such as a “Rocket Review”) so that teams of teachers have a day to plan 
together (Tuesday) and then pivot to teacher direct instruction on Tuesday:

■ Edmentum Exact Path
■ IXL
■ Projects

● Teachers create two week’s worth of “Pocket Plans” for distance learning
 if we need to quarantine a group or area.



Back to “Normal”

In-person instruction 
in the building

GREEN LEVEL

This risk phase means 
positive cases are 
presently at a 
manageable level. 

All students attend 
school as usual with 
masks & social distancing 
recommended.



Plan A

YELLOW 
LEVEL

Recommended roll back start date one week to August 20
○ Use time for deeper teacher PD on technology, collaborative curriculum 

Planning, Trial Runs, “Jump Start” times for grade levels 
○ Chromebooks arrival concern (expected to arrive mid-August)
○ Aligns to EPS start date on August 20

Recommended start school on current county color level (currently Orange-1 level) 
and remain on this level for several weeks

○ Offers consistency and stability for our students, teachers, & families
○ Reassess color level every Friday beginning on September 25th
○ Advisory group recommended that we make careful decisions using the county 

data- although we will consider trends, patterns, as well as the ZIP code data and 
Oakdale student data in the process 

We recognize that some special populations of students  may have pre-existing conditions or be 
immunocompromised that could make them more susceptible to a severe COVID outcome. 
Parents finding themselves in this situation should contact the building principal to discuss options 
and work with you to determine the best educational plan for your child.

Return to Learn



Oakdale’s 
Plan A
Original re-entry plan

YELLOW LEVEL

All students attend school 
in-person with added 
precautions:

● Masks & social distancing required
● Teachers teach in-person in 

classrooms
● Multiple layers of precautions 
● 2nd/3rd grade teachers go to students, 

rather than rotating
● 4th/5th grade teachers have 

consistent seating charts for all classes 
and students may rotate

● Athletics and activities offered only per 
governing body or organization 
recommendations



Oakdale’s
Plan B
Previously the firewall model 
with predictive breaks. Moving to an 
aligned color-coded system is best.

ORANGE LEVEL - 1

In-person instruction in
cohorts and block schedule:

● Attend in person every day
● Masks & social distancing required 
● Students in PreK-5th in required 

cohort groups all day. 
● Only teachers rotate to the students. 
● Cohort groups also at lunch/recess.
● Middle school Implements block 

schedule (50% fewer class changes) 
● All identified special populations 

attend in-person daily for services
● Extracurricular activities or athletics 

only if able to SD*



Family Group Model:
● Attend in person every day.
● Masks & social distancing required. 
● Health screening each morning at school.
● All students learn with their family group all day. 

They will NOT switch classrooms for specials, 
rotations, lunch, or recess.

● Middle school students will stay in their 3rd hour 
classroom

● Limited special populations attend in-person for 
specific instructional services

● No extra curricular activities or athletics
● Opportunity for innovation and personalize within 

the context of the Oakdale community
● Think of this plan as distance learning at school 

or a one-room schoolhouse with many technology 
enhancements.

● Parents may not have to miss work or arrange 
other childcare, unless a “family” or “neighborhood”
must be quarantined.

● Better contract tracing when there is an exposure, 
diagnosis, or quarantines

Oakdale’s
Plan C
Adapted from the 
YMCA Childcare Model:  
Family > Neighborhood > City > State

ORANGE LEVEL- 2



Oakdale’s 
Plan D

RED LEVEL
or School Outbreak

Students switch to 
Oakdale Distance 
Learning* completely:
● School Closed
● All move to DL with Google 

Classroom or SeeSaw
● Very limited special 

populations attend in person 
● Employees report to school for DL
● No extra curricular activities 

or athletics

*this could take place for one class, a pod, grade 
level, or the whole school depending 
on circumstances.



Entry to School

● Students will enter through the usual entrances.
● Doors will open at 8:10 AM and will be propped open until 8:25 AM
● Administrators will be on duty at the exterior doors with other teachers 

supervising pods/hallways.
● Upon entry, students will go directly to their classroom or to breakfast. 
● Before & after care will remain available- with additional procedures for 

entry/check-in etc.
● Visitors & guests will be permitted in the school only by appointment and 

must wear a mask. Kiosks will have basic questionnaire and temp checks.
● All visitors will be screened daily when they arrive in the building at the 

front office kiosk.
● PALS and Library volunteers will continue as normal with pre-scheduled 

shifts (an appointment) and additional protocols in place.
● No lunch guests permitted at this time. 
● Lunch deliveries are discouraged.



Classrooms & Hallways

● Teachers will physically distance classroom seating/desks and face them 
in the same direction as much as feasible and practical.

● Students will not share objects or supplies and will use pencil bags/boxes.
● Until class begins, classroom doors will remain open to minimize touching 

handles and door knobs.
● Students will clean/wipe off their own desks and chairs before leaving 

a classroom.
● Specials classes teachers (band, music, art, etc.) will create their own 

protocols that are practical. Curriculum may be modified to lessen risks.
● Hallways will be marked with signage to have good flow in one direction.
● Amplification systems technology will be available in every classroom

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EzAlou8StSaN6aAuQtt--hyKemnhsk4LAoz8Ae-hGjw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EzAlou8StSaN6aAuQtt--hyKemnhsk4LAoz8Ae-hGjw/edit?usp=sharing


Cafeteria

● Students will alternate seats or tables for physical distancing and served using 
appropriate distancing procedures (teacher developed- they know what works 
best for their students).

● Grades or classes may alternate eating in classrooms or in the lunchroom. 
● 8th graders will eat in the middle school pod using physical distancing as above.
● Hand washing/sanitizing will occur before eating. 
● Tables will be cleaned between lunches.
● Students may bring a lunch from home or purchase a meal at school.
● Students must independently open their own packaged foods brought from home.
● We are exploring meal options for ease and mobility (e.g. grab-n-go lunch options).
● No guests/visitors may join children for lunch at school at this time.
● Lunch deliveries are discouraged. 
● Teachers and all administrators will be on lunch duty every day. 



Outdoor Recesses

● Elementary School: 

○ Each grade level may play at a different playground (rotated weekly). 
○ If in level Orange 1 or Orange 2,  elementary will have recess in cohort groups (split locations by class)
○ At least one teacher will be on duty. 
○ High risk/touch activities will be discouraged. 
○ Indoor recess, when necessary, with procedures developed by the teachers.

● Middle School: 

○ For outdoor recess, students will go to the track/football area. 
○ If in level Orange 2, middle school will have recess in cohort groups
○ For indoor recess, students stay in their 4th hour classrooms. 
○ All students will go outside for fresh air/exercise as much as possible, unless they 

have indoor recess or occasional club meetings.
● Recommended guidelines for indoor recess: As usual, if the “feels like” temperature is < 32F or > 100F, 

or raining, students will have recess indoors with layered protections in place.
● Strict physical distancing will not be emphasized when there is ample outdoor space..
● Students need as much fresh air as possible; teachers may take students outdoors for class
● Masks may not be needed during some outdoor activities when there is ample physical distancing.
● Parents may ask their child to wear a mask outdoors. High-risk activities will be discouraged.



After School Dismissal 

● Student will wear masks when: 
○ Walking to the bus 
○ Exiting the school 
○ Waiting for a car in the parent pick-up line

● Car & bus dismissal will continue as normal with a new notification 
system
○ Purchasing a new system with students waiting in classrooms 

and their number (name/photo) flashed on a screen 
in the classroom announcing their ride’s arrival and to go 
to the car rider or bus loading zones. 

https://kfor.com/news/local-man-develops-app-to-help-speed-up-and-make-car-pick-up-safer-at-school/
https://kfor.com/news/local-man-develops-app-to-help-speed-up-and-make-car-pick-up-safer-at-school/


Athletics, Events & Clubs

We will encourage participation in extracurricular activities such as sports, physical education, 
fine arts classes as well as all of our various clubs and/or events.

Participation in these activities is voluntary and we want parents and students to understand the risks 
associated with choosing to participate in these activities. Some activities present a higher 
risk than others. We are creating a list of school activities and their associated risk factor.

Athletics & Extracurricular Activities: A waiver regarding COVID will be added to permission forms. We will follow the guidance from 
conferences and other organizations. If on level Orange 2 or Red level there will be no extracurricular activities or athletics.
Facility Usage:  No facility rentals for the main & auxiliary gyms, fine arts center, pods, or classrooms until further 
notice. During after school hours, the football field, track,  tennis courts, and other play areas will remain open, if feasible.
Contests (e.g. band/choir) will be determined by level status. We will also consider guidance from the advisory team and the host.
Assemblies: We do not expect to host large gatherings or assemblies at this time
Events: Some traditional events may have to be rescheduled or modified or held in other creative ways. (see above)
Field Trips:  We will not take field trips at this time. Virtual alternatives will be explored.
Class Parties may not be held like usual. We will explore alternatives such as going outdoors and involve only a limited number of 
homeroom parents to help organize. No outside food or drinks will be permitted during parties or birthday recognitions. 
Flu shot clinic will be held in the fall as a service to students, families, and staff.
Snacks & Treats: Classroom snacks must be individually purchased and brought from home, no group snacks or treats from parents 
or teachers



Information Day

● Virtual only - no one in the building
● Following dates are to be reviewed…

○ School supplies may be dropped off at the front circle drive entrance 
starting on August 3rd through August 12th.  Please have supplies 
in a box or bag labeled with your child’s first & last name and grade 
level.  If you bought supplies through the school, they will be in your 
child’s locker or home room on the 1st day of school.

○ Teachers will send out a Welcome Slideshow to students on Monday, 
Aug. 10 and Tuesday, August 11th during inservice days.  

○ The slideshow will include videos of teachers and classrooms, 
information on supplies, and more!



First Day of School

● Based on advice from the Oakdale Public Health Advisory Team, currently 
planned first day plans will be revised and will not include large-group 
gatherings.

● Ideas:
○ Staggered arrival times in K-8
○ PK abbreviated first day



Answers to FAQs
Updated weekly and sent to all families

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xAbV0bmhvZPtyGGG0kayxk4jDPDaUXs2vwWk24EGb5Q/edit?usp=sharing


Change start date to August 20: 
● Chromebooks arrival concern
● Aligns to EPS start date of August 20
● Teacher PD and collab planning 

Start with current level guidelines.
This week it is ORANGE-1

Begin weekly monitoring color system on 
Friday, Sept 25 for a switch to another plan no 
sooner than Monday, Sept 28
● Decision based on the county code data 

in addition to the local Oakdale context. 
● Permits several weeks of school before a 

potential switch to a more restrictive level

Must have no less than 165 days of instruction.

With this change, we are at the 165 day mark.

Any other changes may result in adding days to 
the end of the year, etc.


