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To the Oakdale community,

Mr. Kim Lanier, a visionary leader, retired 
from Oakdale last winter after nearly 40 
years of service. During his tenure, he 
positioned the district for increasing levels 
of excellence and influence. 

I was named Oakdale’s new superintendent 
on Dec. 20, 2019 and was incredibly 
honored to accept the position. When I 
first learned of the superintendent vacancy, 
I was not looking for a job. But because 
of Oakdale’s reputation for academic 
excellence, parental involvement and strong 
sense of community, I found myself unable 
to shake the need to explore the possibilities 
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and soon realized this was the right next 
step in my career.

And what a time it has been to make a career 
change! Despite the inevitable challenges, 
I know we’ll persevere and come out more 
resilient on the other side. I’m here to 
support the board, administrators, faculty, 
staff and community as we honor past 
successes while soaring to new heights.

Sincerely, 



UpdatesMASTER 
PLAN

During the Oakdale School Board’s working session on Sept 3. 
Ron Fisher, President of Stephen H. McDonald & Associates, 
Inc., shared information about Oakdale’s most recent district 
property valuation. 

The scope of his presentation included 1  a history of net 
assessed valuations, 2  a 10-year projection of net assessed 
valuations, 3  a summary of sinking fund requirements/tax 
levies and 4  sinking fund trends/projections for the next six 
years.

Fisher’s analysis revealed Oakdale School District’s most 
recent net assessed value to be $110,804,722. This 
represents an increase of $2,925,177, or 2.7%, over last 
year. Oakdale’s current school millage rate is 15.36, a decline 
of 43.4% from last year’s rate of 27.14. This represents the 
lowest rate in the last 10 years, primarily due to the recent 
retirement of bond issues.

Intending to mitigate dramatic changes in the school’s millage 
rate in the future, the board has set a target rate of 22.0. As 
the district currently has only two outstanding bond issues 
(June 2018 building bonds and July 2019 transportation 
equipment bonds representing five-year and two-year issues, 
respectively), a new bond issue is planned to be presented to 
voters in spring 2021.



The 2019-2020 school year ended unprecedentedly with 
Oakdale School closing due to the public health crisis. We 
were excited to get back in the swing of things this summer, 
albeit in a modified way.

Oakdale reopened responsibly on August 20 with added 
layers of protection for our faculty and students. We are one 
of the only schools in the OKC metro area to offer both full-
time in-classroom instruction and virtual learning options, 
which has been incredibly successful in meeting students’ 
and families’ needs. Our Rockets are superstars at wearing 
masks and adapting to a unique situation!

The effectiveness of this strategy is being actively monitored, 
and we may evolve our approach as data emerges over the 
school year. Community support and cooperation is vital to 
our plan’s success and the health of our community.

Reopening SAFELY FOR THE 2020-2021  
SCHOOL YEAR



FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

JULIE HARGER
School Nurse

LYNETTE BROWN
Virtual Learning Coordinator

Julie Harger started as a parent 
in the Oakdale family and joined 
the faculty as School Nurse when 
her son was in 8th grade. When 

the pandemic hit and the school shut down for the 
summer, Mrs. Harger spent her time learning as 
much as possible about COVID-19. She looks after 
80 staff members and 645 students, and we are 
appreciative of her diligence in staying on top of the 
changing health crisis.

“It’s like we’re flying the airplane while we’re still 
building it — we don’t have a playbook for this, and 
recommendations shift constantly,” she said. “What 
helps is remembering we’re all in this together. 
We’re taking it one day at a time.”

Lynnette Brown has been a 
teacher for 30 years and part of 
the Oakdale team for 12 years. We 
are so thankful for Mrs. Brown and 

her willingness to move from her role as a 4th grade 
teacher to being Oakdale’s first Virtual Learning 
Coordinator.

More than 20 of our students across grade levels 
started school in the virtual setting. They navigate 
the online curriculum with help from a Learning 
Guide (their parent or family member). Mrs. Brown 
grades their assignments, is on-call to provide 
instructional support and meets with each student 
weekly via Zoom to ensure they’re on-track.

“I’m really proud of our kids and am impressed with 
their family members who have taken on this virtual 
task,” she said. “It’s more about them than about 
me – they’re making this process move forward.”



OUR VISION
To provide each student the opportunity to 
excel, to provide each educator the tools 
necessary to enable excellence and to partner 
with our community to develop responsible 
citizens who have the ability to positively 
impact their world now and in the future.

ABOUT OAKDALE SCHOOL
Oakdale Public School, established in 1908, 
is a dependent pre-K through 8th grade 
school district located several miles northeast 
of Oklahoma City along the I-35 corridor 
into Edmond. We serve approximately 650 
students living within Oakdale’s nine-square-
mile boundary. 


