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OAKDALE SCHOOL 

55-C029-105 Gifted & 

Talented Plan 
Oakdale School’s vision of success is to provide each student          
the opportunity to excel, to provide each educator the tools          
necessary to enable excellence, and to partner with our         
community to develop responsible citizens who have the        
ability to positively impact their world now and in the future. 
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I. DEFINITION 
Gifted and talented children are defined as those students identified as having demonstrated             
potential abilities of high-performance capability and needing differentiated or accelerated          
education or services. 

 
"Gifted and talented children" means those children identified at the preschool, elementary and             
secondary level as having demonstrated potential abilities of high-performance capability and           
needing differentiated or accelerated education or services. For the purpose of this definition,             
"demonstrated abilities of high-performance capability" means those identified students who          
score in the top three percent (3%) on any national standardized test of intellectual ability. Said                
definition may also include students who excel in one or more of the following areas: 

a. creative thinking ability, 
b. leadership ability, 
c. visual and performing arts ability, and 
d. specific academic ability. 

 
II.RATIONALE 

Each student is special, with unique desires, needs and abilities.  Because each student is 
“gifted,” their needs must be met in different ways. Our view of education in general and gifted                 
education specifically, is one whereby students develop into active, creative learners through their             
participation in a challenging, differentiated, individualized curriculum. Our ultimate goal as           
educators is to guide students in the development of their full potential – academically,              
intellectually, socially, emotionally, and as future leaders. 

 
A gifted program should serve all types of gifted students. The enhancement of the whole child is                 
the ultimate goal of the program. Also, the gifted and talented program should bolster the               
self-esteem and confidence of the child. Leadership qualities should be nurtured. Finally, self-             
directed learning and motivation should be a primary objective of the program. 

 
III. IDENTIFICATION – SCREENING AND PLACEMENT 

A. SCREENING 
1. Identification and opportunities for placement of gifted students in gifted          

programming is an ongoing process extending from school entry in pre-           
kindergarten through grade eight. Placement is made in programming options          
appropriate to the student’s educational needs, interest, and abilities. 

2. The entire school staff is informed of uniformly implemented screening and           
placement procedures for pre-Kindergarten through Grade Eight at the beginning          
of the school year by having access to the current Gifted and Talented Policy. 

3. Nominations from a wide variety of sources are sought to ensure that all potentially              
gifted and talent students have an opportunity to be considered. Parents, teachers,            
counselors, and administrators may make nominations and/or referrals for         
screening (SEE Referral Forms, Addendum). Once a referral is made, further           
placement procedures will be implemented. 

4. Data, including work samples, referrals, and/or test results are collected on the            
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nominated students to aid in making decisions for selection of students in need of              
gifted educational programming. 

 
5. Nationally standardized tests of intellectual ability will be made available to screen            

possible candidates. Identification of students based on a nationally standardized          
test will be valid for a minimum of three years. 

6. A school district shall identify children in capability areas by means of a multi-              
criteria evaluation. For students in pre-kindergarten through 2nd grade, a local           
school district may utilize other evaluation mechanisms such as, but not limited to,             
teacher referrals in lieu of standardized testing measures. 

7. Testing will be administered to all students during the second semester of the             
second-grade school year, regardless of any testing/placement opportunities before         
the second grade, and all parents will be simultaneously notified in writing of             
gifted programming placement eligibility during that school year. 

8. Opportunities are provided for students to be considered for placement in gifted            
programming throughout their school experience (pre-kindergarten through grade        
eight). 

 
B. PLACEMENT 

1. Students scoring at the 97th percentile composite on a nationally standardized           
intellectual ability test will be automatically eligible to participate in the gifted            
program, per S.B. 1210.301-307. 

2. Placement in the gifted program can be performed by criteria other than a standardized              
score on one test of intellectual ability. Multi-criteria evaluations will be used to ensure              
that students are not eliminated from needed programming on the basis of one             
assessment. 

Multi-criteria evaluations include a multi-criteria rubric (SEE Rubric, Addendum A) 
▪ A nomination inventory completed by the teacher 
▪ Work or performance samples 
▪ Achievement test scores 
▪ Nationally standardized test of intellectual ability 

C. An On-Site Placement Committee, consisting of the Gifted Program Coordinator (an           
educator trained in gifted education), an administrator, a counselor, and classroom           
teachers will collect and analyze testing and referral data, maintain appropriate records,            
and make professional decisions of placement of students using multi-criteria. 

 
IV. PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS 

A. When students are referred for further testing for program placement, their rights of             
due process will be followed and explained as outlined on page 2 of SDE Form 3-90. 

B. Procedures used in the identification process are nondiscriminatory with respect to           
race, economic background, national origin or handicapping condition. 

C. Written identification and placement procedures include parental permission for         
individual testing. 

D. A written summary of the gifted educational programming (Oakdale Gifted and           
Talented Policy) appropriate for each child will be provided to parents. 
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E. Parents are given written notice that their child has been identified for placement in              
gifted educational programming. 

F. If through screening and testing, the student does not meet Oakdale’s Gifted Policy             
requirements, the parents may appeal the placement decision, and at their own            
expense have the student re-tested by a qualified professional on a test approved by              
Oakdale’s Gifted and Talented Policy and the State Department of Education. 

G. Confidentiality procedures ensure that individual test records will be kept on file in             
the school office, in accordance with SDE form 8 for a minimum of five years or for                 
as long as needed for educational decisions. Strict confidentiality procedures are           
followed in regard to records of placement decisions and data on all nominated             
students. 

H. If a student qualifies for the program, but the parent does not wish services, the               
school will document the parent’s request in writing. 

I. A conference with parents, relative to any change in placement, will be scheduled to              
obtain parental input and permission. Written policies for exit from programming           
options include a procedure for conferencing with parent, relative to any change in             
placement. 

J. Evaluation of the appropriateness of students’ placement in gifted educational          
programming shall be ongoing. 

K. Signed parental permission is required for the student’s participation in the “Pull-            
Out” program (grades 3-5), and will be kept in the student’s permanent file. 

L. Students transferring in from another school district will be served as part of 
Oakdale’s Gifted Program, if Oklahoma State Department of Education and Oakdale approved            

evaluation procedures qualify them. 
M. A copy of Oakdale’s Gifted and Talented Policy will be made available to all              

members of the instructional staff, as well as instructionally useful information about            
individual students obtained during the identification process, regardless of final          
placement. 

 
V. LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

A. The Gifted Education Coordinator will appoint 5-7 members – consisting of a            
classroom teacher, the Gifted Coordinator, staff members who have training in gifted            
education, a school board member, an administrator, parent(s) who are          
demographically representative of the community, and a counselor – to a Local            
Advisory Committee. 

B. The Local Advisory Committee will meet no later than October 1 of each year in               
compliance with State Board of Education regulations and state statutes. The           
Committee will abide by the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act.  Its duties will include: 
1. Formulating district goals 
2. Developing the district plan 
3. Preparing the district report 
4. Conducting evaluations of programming 
5. Performing other advisory duties as requested by the Oakdale Board of Education. 
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VI. CURRICULULM ADVISORY COMMITTEE – a committee chaired by an educator          

with training in gifted education and including administrators, teachers, and/or counselors           
collects and analyzes data, maintains appropriate records, and makes professional          
decisions on placement of students. 

 
VII. PROGRAMMING DESCRIPTION – designed to serve areas of giftedness in General           

Intellectual Ability, Specific Academic Ability, Creative Thinking Ability, and         
Leadership Ability. Students’ placement in programming options will be based on their            
abilities, needs and interests. 

 
"Gifted child educational programs" means those special instructional programs, supportive          

services, unique educational materials, learning settings and other educational services          
which differentiate, accelerate, enrich, supplement, and support the regular educational          
program in meeting the needs of the gifted and talented child. 
A. Programming options are coordinated to guide the development of gifted students           

from the time they are identified through graduation from eighth grade. 
B. Gifted child educational programming is ongoing and a part of the regular school             

schedule. Differentiated education shall be in place within three weeks of the            
beginning of the school term. 

C. Curriculum that extends or replaces the regular curriculum in the classroom. 
1. Curriculum is differentiated in content, process, and product. 
2. Curriculum is differentiated in breadth, depth and pace. 
3. Processes for gifted students stress creativity and higher-level thinking skills. 
4. Curriculum is planned with a Scope and Sequence to assure continuity. 

D. Specific Academic Ability – Competitions (organized opportunities for all students to           
enter various grade level, school, local, state or national contests) in the following             
areas: 
1. Academic contests 
2. Writing contests 
3. Art contests 
4. Musical contests 

E. Creative, Visual and Performing Arts 
1. Band will be offered for each fifth-grade student. 
2. Various performing arts classes in drama, speech, band, and vocal music will be             

offered for grades six, seven and eight as enrollment permits. 
F. Specific Academic Ability 

1. Pre-advanced Placement classes in English Language Arts and Math will be           
provided for Seventh Grade students as enrollment permits, 

2. Pre-advanced Placement classes in English Language Arts will be provided for           
Eighth Grade students as enrollment permits. 

3. Pre-advanced Placement classes in Algebra I will be provided for Eighth Grade            
students as enrollment permits. Advanced content course is noted in student’s           
permanent file and on the report card. 

4. National Junior Honor Society (Grade Eight) 
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G. Proficiency Based Promotion (pre-kindergarten-8th grade) – students will be given the           
opportunity to demonstrate proficiency in one or more areas of the core curriculum,             
as demonstrated by an assessment of 90 percent (per 70 O.S. 11-103.6). 

H. To serve the needs of those identified with general intellectual ability, a “pull-out”             
Enrichment Class will be offered to grades 3rd-5th. 

I. First graders and eighth graders will participate in cross-grade grouping in a            
collaborative “book buddy” program. 

J. Various extra-curricular enrichment options (STEM, Botball, Academic Team, etc.)         
as enrollment and interest permit. 

K. Service/Leadership Program for 8th grade (SEE Service/Leadership, Addendum). 
 
VIII. EVALUATION – the plan for evaluation of the gifted child educational programming            

assures that: 
A. The evaluation process provides accurate, timely and relevant information to          

decision-makers for programming options offered to gifted students. 
B. A plan for evaluation is developed at the time the programming option is planned,              

specifying data to be collected and personnel responsible for analysis of the data. 
C. All components of the gifted educational program are evaluated: identification, staff           

development, programming options, community involvement and evaluation. 
D. Data for evaluation are obtained from a variety of instruments, procedures and            

information sources. 
E. Evaluation findings are compiled, analyzed and communicated to the appropriate          

audiences. 
F. Student progress is assessed, with attention to mastery of content, higher level            

thinking skills and creativity. 
 
IX. QUALIFICATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF GIFTED CHILD      

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM STAFF 
A. Teachers whose duties include direct involvement with gifted and talented students           

shall hold a valid Oklahoma teaching certificate appropriate to the grade levels            
included in the program. 

B. Teachers whose duties include direct involvement with gifted and talented students           
shall participate in regular and periodic in-service training or college training           
designed to educate and assist them in the area of gifted education. 

C. Gifted Education Program Coordinators shall hold a valid Oklahoma teaching          
certificate. 

D. Gifted Education Program Coordinators shall participate in regular and periodic          
in-service training and college training designed to educate and assist them in the area              
of gifted education. 
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X. ROLES OF SUPERINTENDENT, PRINCIPAL, CLASSROOM TEACHERS 

A. The Gifted Education Coordinator shall call a meeting of the Local Advisory            
Committee no later than October 1 of each year for the purpose of addressing gifted               
and talented issues. 

B. The Superintendent and/or the District Coordinator for gifted education programming          
will be responsible for working with the Local Advisory Committee, overseeing gifted            
programming, and filing such reports and information relative to gifted educational           
programming as required by the State Department of Education. 

C. The Curriculum Advisory Committee will work with the District Coordinator and           
gifted programming teachers to assist in the coordination of the gifted educational            
programming and the development of the gifted plan. Gifted education teachers are            
responsible for implementing the plan. 

D. Under the direction of the District Coordinator for gifted education programming, an            
organizational document will be written to clearly describe and delineate roles,           
responsibilities and coordination procedures in regards to gifted programming options. 

E. Delivery is addressed by both the regular classroom teachers and gifted education            
teachers, who work together to implement appropriate flexible pacing, coordinate          
resources, plan enrichment, and facilitate academic/social support when needed. 
1. The gifted education teacher and counselor are responsible for coordinating gifted           

student identification, monitoring student progress, and maintaining records. 
2. Classroom teachers will have and provide upon request, documentation         

demonstrating that curriculum continues to be modified in pace, breadth, and           
depth. 

 
XI. BUDGET AND EXPENDITURES 

A. An expenditure report for the previous school year will be submitted by the             
superintendent to the State Department of Education by August 1 of each year as              
required by the 70. O.S. 1210.301 (D). 

B. The report will outline the expenditures made by the district during that year for gifted               
child education programming, per O.S. 1210.307 (D). 

C. The report will identify expenditures by major object codes and program           
classifications pursuant to the Oklahoma Cost Accounting System. 
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