
Hello, Neighbor. 
 
We all love Oakdale and think it’s a wonderful place. But from time to time, it’s useful to hear 
that someone else does, too. That was the case for the last three days as your School Board 
interviewed seven applicants of outstanding qualification, experience and vision to be the next 
Superintendent of Oakdale Schools. 
 
Beginning in August, we built a candidate pool that consisted of twenty-one high-quality 
applicants. From that group, we selected seven to come in for individual hour-and-a-half 
meetings this week.  The pool consisted of sitting Superintendents as well as other educational 
leaders; rural, urban and suburban applicants; four women and three men. Three of the 
individuals held doctorates. 
 
What we found as we began the interviews was an absolutely stunning level of achievement, 
competence and excellence. The candidates evinced both a deep respect and appreciation for 
what’s been developed here over the generations, and a compelling array of visions for what 
Oakdale might become. Interview after interview, we were stunned and thrilled at the level of 
quality in the candidates - a sure testament to what others think about Oakdale. 
 
We were aided in our task this week by two servants of the first order: Caeli Williams, immediate 
past president of the PTC, and Erin Hulsey, immediate past president of the OSF. While the 
Board members alone will be responsible for voting, Caeli and Erin sat in on each interview and 
provided invaluable perspective, insight and collaboration. We are deeply indebted to Caeli and 
Erin in this process. 
 
Following its regularly-scheduled meeting on Tuesday, December 10, the Board will enter into 
executive session to deliberate on the candidates. While we have not yet determined whether 
we will select a single candidate on Tuesday evening, we do anticipate making an offer to a 
candidate before the Christmas break. 
 
Great days animate Oakdale’s history, and we believe even greater days lie ahead. We look 
forward to sharing more with you in the coming weeks. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Oakdale Board of Education 


