
                          
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Parents, 

 

The E.T.M.S. teachers are excited to announce a summer 
literacy program. Your child will take part in reading and writing 
activities that will strengthen his or her skills. In order to 
participate, have your child complete these steps. 

 

Steps to Complete Summer Reading 

Choose a book from Summer Reading Books.  Make sure it 
is appropriate for your reading level. 
 
Use relevant information from your book to write your 
paragraphs on the pages provided in the Summer Reading 
for 8th Grade English Language Arts packet. 
 

Please be aware that this assignment is required.  It will 
count as a grade toward the first marking period in ELA class.  
Bring the completed packet to your ELA teacher by Friday, 
September 18th.     
 

  



8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

In order to receive full credit for your summer reading, you must complete the 
following components. 

1. Read at least one book from the included book list. 

 

2. Write a summary, complete with details from the beginning, middle and end of the 
novel.  (Include such things as main characters, conflicts, resolutions, etc.) The forms 
are included in this packet. 
 

3. In addition, choose two main characters from your novel and describe their 
personality traits. (This is not a physical description of a character.)  Why were they 
important to the plot of the story? (10-15 sentences) 
 

4. Lastly, explain the theme of your novel.  What is the message?  Why is it important for 
readers to understand? This too, should be explained in a well-developed paragraph. 
(10-15 sentences) 
 

Your assignment should be handed in to your ELA teacher no later than Friday, September 
18th. 

 

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS NOT OPTIONAL.  IT WILL COUNT AS A GRADE FOR ELA!  
DO YOUR BEST! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to 8th Grade Summer Reading 



Less Challenging 

Title Author Summary 

Between a Rock and a 
Hard Place Aron Ralston 

It was 2:41 P.M. Eight miles from his truck, in a deep and narrow slot 
canyon, Aron was climbing down off a wedged boulder when the rock 
suddenly, and terrifyingly, came loose. Before he could get out of the 
way, the falling stone pinned his right hand and wrist against the canyon 
wall. 

Pictures of Hollis Woods Patricia Reilly Giff 
Hollis Woods has been in so many foster homes she can hardly 
remember them all. She even runs away from the Regans, the one 
family who offers her a home. 

*Saving the Planet and 
Stuff Gail Gauthier 

Michael Racine lives in a world of highly successful and accomplished 
teenagers. Unfortunately, he isn't one of them. He knows it, and he's 
afraid everyone else does too. So when he gets the chance to intern at a 
magazine run by friends of his grandparents, he jumps at it. 

*Legend of Sleepy Hollow Washington Irving 

Sleepy Hollow is a strange little place. Some talk of its haunted valleys 
and streams, the ghostly woman in white, eerie midnight shrieks and 
howls, but most of all they talk of the Headless Horseman-  A soldier 
who rides headless through the night, terrifying unlucky travelers. 

The Lightning Thief   Rick Riordan 

After getting expelled from yet another school for yet another clash with 
mythological monsters only he can see, twelve-year-old Percy Jackson is 
taken to Camp Half-Blood, where he finally learns the truth about his 
unique abilities: He is a demigod, half human, half immortal. 

The Boy in the Striped 
Pajamas John Boyne 

When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that his 
belongings are being packed in crates. His father has received a 
promotion and the family must move from their home to a new house 
far far away, where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. 

 

Grade Level 

Title Author Summary 

Killer Angels Michael Shaara 
In the four most bloody and courageous days of our nation’s history, 
two armies fought for two conflicting dreams. One dreamed of freedom, 
the other of a way of life. 

Hitler Youth: Growing Up 
in Hitler’s Shadow 

Susan Campbell 
Bartoletti 

By the time Hitler became Chancellor of Germany in 1933, 3.5 million 
children belonged to the Hitler Youth. It would become the largest youth 
group in history. Susan Campbell Bartoletti explores how Hitler gained 
the loyalty, trust, and passion of so many of Germany's young people. 

Ender’s Game Orson Scott Card 
In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next 
attack, government agencies breed child geniuses and train them as 
soldiers. 

Full Tilt Neal Shusterman 

Sixteen-year-old Blake has always been the responsible one in his 
dysfunctional family. But brother, Quinn and Blake are in for the surprise 
of their lives when they're thrust into the world of a bizarre phantom 
carnival 

Fever 1793 Laurie Halse Anderson 

During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above the family coffee 
shop with her widowed mother and grandfather. Mattie spends her 
days avoiding chores and making plans to turn the family business into 
the finest Philadelphia has ever seen. But then the fever breaks out. 

The Knife of Never 
Letting Go 

 
Patrick Ness 

Todd Hewitt is the only boy in a town of men. Ever since the settlers 
were infected with the Noise germ, Todd can hear everything the men 
think, and they hear everything he thinks. 

Challenging 



Title Author Summary 

*The Hobbit J.R.R. Tolkien 

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, 
rarely traveling any farther than his pantry or cellar. But his 
contentment is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf and a company of 
dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an 
adventure. 

*The Red Badge of 
Courage 

Stephen Crane 

Henry Fleming had no idea how horrible war really was. Attacks come 
from all sides, bullets fly, bombs crash. Men everywhere are 
wounded, bleeding, and dying. Now, Henry's fighting for his life and 
he's scared. 

*Go Ask Alice Anonymous 

This groundbreaking classic is more compelling than ever for today's 
readers. A sensation when it was first published and a perennial 
bestseller ever since, this real-life diary charts an anonymous teenage 
girl's struggle with the seductive--and often fatal--world of drugs. 

Into the Wild John Krakauer 

In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to 
Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. 
He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and 
most of his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented 
a new life for himself. Four months later, his decomposed body was 
found by a moose hunter. 

Lord of the Flies William Golding 
Lord of the Flies remains as provocative today as when it was first 
published in 1954, igniting passionate debate with its startling, brutal 
portrait of human nature. 

*The Diary of Anne Frank Anne Frank 

Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, 
Anne Frank's remarkable diary has since become a world classic -- a 
powerful reminder of the horrors of war and an eloquent testament 
to the human spirit. 
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Paragraph #1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name 
 

________________________________ 

 

Title of Book 
 

________________________________ 

 

 
 

Steps to Complete Summer Reading 

1. Choose a book from Summer Reading Books. 

2. Write your paragraphs when you are finished. 

3. Bring this packet to your ELA teacher on the first day of school or by 
Friday, September 18th. 

 



 

 

Be sure to  

• include the title and author  
• Summarize your book 
• use any relevant details from your book 
• include at least 10 - 15 sentences 
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Summarize your book. 

 



 

Paragraph #2 

 

 

Be sure to  

• include the name of the main character 
• provide details from the beginning, middle, and end of the book  
• include at least 10-15 sentences 
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Describe how the main character changes throughout the book. 

 



Paragraph #3 

 

 

Be sure to  

• name the theme 
• explain how the book teaches this theme 
• use any relevant details from your book 
• include at least 10-15  sentences 
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Explain a theme that is taught through your book. 

 


