
From the Director’s Desk……………………………………………………………………… 

WHAT A SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021 has been!! We are so thankful for the support that we 
have gotten from our community that has allowed us to be successful in conducting face to face instruction. Since 
August 4th all our students were provided the opportunity to attend school and learn through traditional instruction. 
That fact was not the norm statewide with many schools staying on a rotational schedule or being 100% virtual. I am 
very proud of this accomplishment and credit our teachers and staff for being able to pull this off in such a smooth 
fashion. Everyone involved came together for the common good of our children to make this happen. Without quality 
personnel this would not have been possible. Going forward, it is our plan to have a “normal” school year next year 
with school starting on time with no disruptions during the year. With your continued support we can make this 
happen. This year has proven that during a crisis those who do not panic and stay the course will be successful. 

Another project that has been at the forefront of our year has been the attempt to construct a new High School. Once 
the increase in Local Option Sales tax referendum failed during the August election, we began to look at other means 
to be able to fund the school. As it stands today, we are moving forward with the intent to secure a USDA loan to 
move the project forward. That loan will be low interest and can be stretched for up to 40 years to make it affordable. 
It looks promising, but there are still many details to be worked out before a school can be built. 

I would invite parents, students, teachers, administrators, staff, and board members to pledge to continue to work 
together and stay the course with our face-to-face instruction. Please support our school personnel in their efforts to 
provide our children with the best possible education.  Thank you for all that you do to make Lewis County Schools 
one of the best in the state. 

Benny Pace 
Director of Lewis County Schools 

 

Title One News 

Spring is here and I am sure everyone is excited to see sunny days, blue skies, and warmer temperatures!! In the 
spring, we start planning for summer and the next school year. With the upcoming school year, our system will begin 
implementation of a new reading initiative called Reading 360. Our focus for the past has been on phonics, fluency, 
decoding, and comprehension for the early grades including PK-3rd grade. The state has adopted new guidelines and 
we will begin training and implementation of these reading strategies later this spring. Fortunately, our system has 
been proactive in our RTI program and have already implemented the three tiers of remediation and service to 
students that show at risk in the area of reading. We have had great success with this program and plan to continue 
to serve all our students that need skill intervention. Look to future informational take homes about next year’s 
Reading 360. We look forward to joining you in helping your child be successful in the area of reading.  Finally, we 
will be rolling out our summer programming very soon and encourage all parents that receive an invitation for their 
child to participate to consider the benefits of this summer attendance. Many of our students and teachers were out 
of the classroom several days, spent time in quarantine for contact, or were quarantined for positive testing of 
COVID. In addition, all our students missed daily instruction from March 2020 until the end of the 2020 school year. 
We are offering students who score below grade level proficiency the opportunity to attend summer programming to 
strengthen skills that will prepare them for the next grade level.  It is priority ranked with first priority given to students 
who have scored lower than a 3 on the past two benchmark assessments.  After the initial placement of students, we 
will open remaining seats to those that have scored a 3 or higher.  Once again, we encourage you to consider this 
opportunity and please feel free to speak with your child’s classroom teacher with any questions that you may have 
regarding this program.  Everyone have a great summer and we look forward to another great school year for 2021-
2022! 
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Coordinated School Health News 

Save the Date!!! Saturday, April 17, 2021. Our Spring Fever 5K is just around the 
corner! All proceeds will benefit our local Special Olympic athletes. The 5K is 
sponsored by Lewis County Schools Coordinated School Health and Powers 
Foodtown. Registration is $20 per person and includes a t-shirt. To guarantee a 
shirt in your size, please register by Saturday, April 3rd. You can register online at 
www.springfever5k.racewire.com.  

 

CSH has a monthly newsletter and other information on the Lewis County Schools 
webpage at www.lewisk12.org. Under Departments- just drop down to 
Coordinated School Health and check us out! You can also find us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/LewisCoSchoolsCoordinatedSchoolHealth  

 

Students entering 7th grade must show proof of two new immunizations- Tetanus-
diphtheria-pertussis booster (“Tdap”) & verification of immunity to varicella (2 
doses or history of disease). If you have any questions about the vaccinations, 
please call us at 931-796-3324. 

 

FOOD SERVICE 
This school year has been a very busy year.  We have had to change the way 

we served the students their meals, with delivery meals to the classroom and 
Grab-N-Go.  A special Thank You to the cafeteria staff for working so hard to accomplish this 

task.  Also, thanks to the principals and teachers for helping and being patient with us.  
 

Regarding the Summer Feeding Program, we will be serving at the Elementary School Cafeteria 
back dock, like we did last year.  We are still under some waivers as last year.  Parents can still 

pick up the meals.  Our program will start May 24, 2021, and continue thru July 9, 2021.   Pickup 
time will be from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday.  You will be able to pick up 

breakfast and lunch at the same time.   Any questions, please call Debra Willis, Food Service 
Supervisor, at (931) 796-3486.  

 

http://www.springfever5k.racewire.com/
http://www.lewisk12.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LewisCoSchoolsCoordinatedSchoolHealth


Happenings in Pre-K 

It is wonderful to see and feel the sunshine again!  

Spring is here and we are approaching the home stretch of another school year.  At the start 
of school, with the pandemic, we were unsure what the future would hold.  COVID safety 
measures were put into place, and our optimism was rewarded.  Our COVID numbers have 
been relatively low.  We’ve been able to instruct normally, (with in-person delivery), while 
making adjustments to our environment.  Our daily instruction has provided children with 
play-based learning and instructional activities. Our Pre-K students have mastered many 
skills. Pre-K parents were surveyed and 100% indicated they were satisfied with what their 
child has learned and because of their child being in the Pre-K program, they think their 
child will continue to be successful in school. This has been a memorable year for the Pre-K 
staff.  We feel that our Prekindergarten children have achieved skills that will enable them to 
perform well in kindergarten. They’ve developed a sense of self, gained a better 
understanding of their capabilities, and have established positive relationships with others.  
We are pleased with their accomplishments.  

As the Pre-K staff begins to look forward to the 2021-2022 school year, we encourage all 
Lewis County residences, with children who are four (by August 15), to register for Pre-K 
today.  Completed paper applications may be returned to the elementary office or the Lewis 
County Board of Education Central Office. Those wishing to get an online application may 
go to Lewis County Schools webpage https://www.lewisk12.org/ (Quick Links). Completed 
online applications may be emailed to dstaggs@lewisk12.org, along with photos of the 
required documents, (Birth Certificate, Shot Record, Physical & Proof of Income), sent as 
attachments.  ALL may apply!  Those most in need of services will receive priority 
placement.  Applicants will receive notification, in July, of status (if they are accepted into 
the program or placed onto a waiting list).   Pre-K program questions may be directed to 
Denise Staggs, (931) 796-2292.   
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       IMAGINATION LIBRARY 

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is a 

book gifting program that mails free 

books to children from birth to age 5 in 

participating communities within the United States, United Kingdom, 

Canada, Australia, and Republic of Ireland.  

In 1995, Dolly Parton launched an exciting new effort, Dolly Parton’s Imagination 

Library, to benefit the children of her home county in East Tennessee, USA.  

Dolly’s vision was to foster a love of reading among her county’s preschool 

children and their families by providing them with the gift of a specially selected 

book each month.   

Since the inception of the program approximately 150 million books have been 

mailed to homes of registered children through the Imagination Library.  In the 

USA, there are 1 million books mailed each month and in Lewis County, there are 

approximately 500 books mailed per month.   For more information about the 

Imagination Library or to register a child you may contact Angela Leigh at the 

Lewis County Schools Central Office (931-796-3264).  
 

 
     Important Phone Numbers 

Lewis County Elementary- 931.796.5621 
Lewis County Intermediate- 931.796.1029 

Lewis County Middle School – 931.796.4586 
Lewis County High School – 931.796.4085 

Special Education – 931.796.4572 
Food Service- 931.796.3486 

Lewis County Board of Education (Central Office) 931.796.3264 
 

 

 

 



Family Resource Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for resources on parenting?  Check out Tennessee’s one-stop shop for 
families.  Visit kidcentraltn.com to find resources to help raise healthy and happy 
kids.  You can read about popular parenting topics, track important child 
milestones, and access vital resources using the state service directory.  
Information on Health, Education, Development and Support are available at 
your fingertips and you can sign-up for a monthly newsletter.  Also 
look for kidcentral tn on Facebook.  

 

 



             SPECIAL EDUCATION 
The Lewis County Schools Special Education Department 

endeavors to find any child or young adult between the ages 
of 3-22 years with an educational disability.  If you know of such individuals, 

please contact our office at 931-796-4572.  

 Programs and Services   

If the child is found eligible for special education services, an IEP team meeting 
will be held to discuss a range of service options.  

 Some of the services include the following:  
Regular Class with Consultation 
Resource Classes 
Self-Contained Programs 
Speech Therapy 
Counseling 
Occupational Therapy 
Physical Therapy 
 

    Program Monitoring 
A Case Manager is assigned to regularly monitor the progress of a special 

education student, and documentation of progress is provided to parents 
throughout the school year.  IEP Team meetings are held at least annually to 
review each special education student’s progress, and routine re-evaluations are 
conducted to consider the status of continued special education eligibility.         

                                                            
                                    

 



  
 SCHOOL BUS & BUS STOP SAFETY 

Students are about 70 times more likely to get to school safely when taking a bus instead of traveling by 
car. That’s because school buses are the most regulated vehicles on the road; they’re designed to be safer 
than passenger vehicles in preventing crashes and injuries; and in every state, stop-arm laws protect 
children from other motorists. School buses are designed so that they are highly visible and include safety 
features such as flashing red & yellow lights, cross-view mirrors, and stop-sign arms. They also include 
protective seating, high crush standards and rollover protection features. 

School buses are the safest way to get children to and from school, but injuries can occur if kids are not 
careful when getting on and off the school bus. 

Riding the school bus is a big step for your child. Help your kids get a gold star in school bus safety by 
following these tips. 

 Walk with your young kids to the bus stop and wait with them until the bus arrives. Make sure 
drivers can see the kids at your bus stop. 

 Teach kids to stand at least three giant steps (6 ft.) back from the curb as the bus approaches and 
board the bus one at a time. 

 Teach kids to wait for the school bus to come to a complete stop before getting on or off and not to 
walk behind the bus. 

 If your child needs to cross the street to board or after exiting the bus, he or she should take five 
giant steps (10 ft.) in front of the bus, make eye contact with the bus driver and cross when the 
driver indicates it is safe. Teach kids to look left, right and left again before crossing the street. 

 Instruct younger kids to use handrails when boarding or exiting the bus. Be careful of straps or 
drawstrings that could get caught in the door.  

 Drivers should follow the speed limit and slowdown in school zones and near bus stops. 
Remember to stay alert and look for kids who may be trying to get to or from the school bus. 

 Slow down and stop if you are driving near a school bus that is flashing yellow or red lights. This 
means the bus is either preparing to stop (yellow) or already stopped (red), and children are getting 
on or off.  The greatest risk to your child is not riding a bus but approaching or leaving one. It is 
important for you and your child to know traffic safety rules. Teach your child to follow these 
practices to make school bus transportation safer. 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/school-buses#bus-regs


Congratulations to the Top 10 of the Class of 2021 

 
Valedictorian: Molly Reasons                   Salutatorian: Kane Dillon 

3rd- Maddox Cagle                             4th- Kasi Castro 

   5th- Aaron Hunter                                  6th- Bradley Nickell 

7th- Karli Bennett                                  8th- Emma Hinson 

    9th-Jayden Hinson                             10th- Morgan Bailey 

School Calendar for 2021-2022 

August 3rd- Students Report to School 

September 3rd- Abbreviated Day                             September 6th- Labor Day Holiday- No School 

October 4th-8th- Fall Break                              October 12th- Parent/Teacher Conference- No Students 

November 24th-26th- Thanksgiving Holiday 

December 17th- Abbreviated Day                        December 20th- January 4th- Christmas Holiday 

January 5th- Students Return to School         January 17th- Martin Luther King Holiday- No School 

February 21st- President’s Day- No School 

March 10th- Parent/Teacher Conference- No Students                March 28th- April 1st- Spring Break 

April 15th -Good Friday- No School         May 20th LCHS Graduation               May 21st- Abbreviated Day 
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