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• Specific Learning 
Disability  

• Other Health Impairment  
• Orthopedic/Physical 

Impairment  
• Traumatic Brain Injury  
• Visual Impairment 

(Including Blindness)  
• Speech or Language 

Impairment 
• Multiple Disabilities  
• Intellectual Disability  
• Intellectually Gifted 
• Hearing Impairment 
• Functionally Delayed  
• Emotional Disturbance  
• Developmental Delay  
• Deafness  
• Autism 
• Deaf-blindness  

 

Disability Categories 

  in Tennessee 

Lewis County 
School System 

Special Education 
Department 

 

 

Lewis County School 
System 

Special Education 
Department  

 

The mission of the Lewis 
County School System is to 
develop a safe, total school 

program with sufficient scope 
to encompass the moral, 

intellectual, physical, civic, 
social, and aesthetic needs of 

our youth in a democratic 
society. 

 

 

The Lewis County Schools Special 
Education Department endeavors to 

find any child or young adult 
between the ages of 3-22 years with 

an educational disability.  If you 
know of such individuals, please 

contact: 
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Child Find 
 

Each local education agency (LEA) is 
responsible for identifying all of the children 
within its borders who have disabilities which 
impact learning. In order to accomplish this 
task, LEA staff, parents, other agencies and the 
general public need to know about the 
importance of early identification of children 
who have special needs. 

While many children who have 
significant disabilities are identified by local 
treatment and health care agencies prior to 
school age, many children have disabilities 
which either are not as easy to identify or 
which manifest later in life. Research has 
demonstrated that early identification and 
intervention enable children to move beyond 
their present limitations and reach levels of 
success that would not occur without early 
services and supports (Special Education 
Manual, 2008).   In addition to students 
enrolled in the public school system, Special 
Education service are also available to 
parentally-placed private-school and home-
schooled students with disabilities. 
 

Referral 
 
Typically, referrals are made by teachers 

who recognize that a child is having difficulty 
and may need special services. However, 
parents as well as sources outside of the school 
are able to make referrals.  
 

 

If a teacher makes a referral, a student 
must go through the Student Support Team 
process.  This process is a period of time used 
to collect data about the student’s needs and 
parent’s concerns.  It is also used to implement 
researched based interventions and 
modifications to help the student overcome the 
suspected academic and/or behavioral 
problems.  This period usually lasts 
approximately four weeks, after which 
progress-monitoring data is reviewed.  If the 
student has not made satisfactory progress with 
interventions, they are referred to the special 
education department, at which point a School 
Psychologist reviews the Student Support 
Team file, and determines whether the need for 
a comprehensive evaluation is indicated.  Upon 
receipt of a parent’s written permission, 
evaluation is completed and an Individual 
Education Program (IEP) Team meeting is held 
within forty school days.  The status of a 
student’s eligibility to receive special education 
services is determined at the IEP Team meeting 
and, if eligibility is established, an 
Individualized Education Program is 
developed.   
 

Individualized Education 
Programs 

 
An IEP represents a contract between the 

school system and student’s parent/guardian 
for the provision of special education services.  
All of the services provided to a special 
education student are individualized to meet  

 

the student’s needs.  Features of an IEP may 
include: 

 
• Present Levels of Performance 
• Special Education and Related Services 
• Measurable Annual Goals 
• Short-term Instructional Objectives 
• Classroom and State Testing Accommodations 
• Behavioral Interventions 
• Postsecondary Transition Activities 

 

Programs and Services 
 

If the child is found eligible for special 
education services, an IEP team meeting will be 
held to discuss a range of service options.  Some 
of the services include the following: 

 
• Regular Class with Consultation 
• Resource Classes 
• Self-Contained Programs 
• Speech Therapy 
• Counseling  
• Occupational Therapy 
• Physical Therapy  

 

Program Monitoring 
 

A Case Manager is assigned to regularly 
monitor the progress of a special education 
student, and documentation of progress is 
provided to parents throughout the school year.  
IEP Team meetings are held at least annually to 
review each special education student’s 
progress, and routine re-evaluations are 
conducted to consider the status of continued 
special education eligibility.   

                                                                                                                                       
 

 

**For more information about special 
education please visit Special Education 
(tn.gov) 

https://www.tn.gov/education/student-support/special-education.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/student-support/special-education.html

	Special Education

