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Grades &
Assignments

Grading Scale:
90% - 100% = A
80% - 89% = B
70% - 79% = C
60% - 69% = D
59% or lower – F 

Assessments
Students will demonstrate mastery of learning objectives 
through unit tests, unit projects, and multiple smaller 
quizzes per each instructional unit. 

Request to retest forms: Students earning a 69% or lower 
on a major unit test will have the opportunity to retake 
the test, given completion of the “Request to Retest” Form 
and  meeting all requirements to show steps toward 
improvement to retest. Additionally, students must 
schedule an appropriate time with the teacher in advance 
to complete the retest.

Charged Laptop

Writing 
Utensil

Independent
Reading Material

English Binder
(w/ notebook paper)

----- 20202019  -----

Daily assignment grades will be 
updated weekly. Larger assignments, 
such as tests, quizzes, and projects will be graded and 
updated in a timely manner. Students should feel 
free to email or schedule a time to meet with the 
teacher about any questions or concerns regarding 
grades.

Course Objectives

Twelfth

Study Skills

Tenth

The ability to communicate well (to read, write, listen, and speak) 
prepares students for life, and are essential skills that will become 
the basis for further learning and career development. 
This English class will benefit students by:
• Challenging them to become effective communicators of both 

written and oral language
• Fostering an understanding of and appreciation for literature
• Honing media, technology, and information literacy
• Enhancing vocabulary acquisition and critical thinking skills
• Encouraging students to be active, responsible, and independent 

learners who are college and career ready

Communication makes all the difference. Keep these 3 elements 
in mind: time, place, and tone. Your thoughts are important, so 
please bring your concerns quietly and respectfully at the 
right time before, during, or after class. If you cannot, emailing 
in the same manner is the fastest way to get a response. 

Students will be responsible for bringing all necessary class 
materials with them to the classroom each day. Students will 
receive 4 hall passes per semester to use when needed to  leave 
the classroom (locker or restroom) during independent work 
time only. Unused punches may be redeemed for extra credit at 
the end of each semester.

Hall Passes

No Name Papers: ANY assignment submitted 
without a student’s name will be considered a zero 
until claimed. Once a student identifies their no-name 
paper, the assignment will be counted as late, and earn  50% of the original points possible.
Assignment Submission: Each class will have a designated location to turn in assignments for grading. All 
Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period unless otherwise specified by the teacher. Assignments not 
turned in to the assigned submission box will be considered late, and will earn 50% of the original points possible.



Tardiness
Students will be considered tardy if they are not in 

their seat when the bell rings. Students are 

responsible for notifying the teacher, getting 

permission, and using the student pass to avoid 

tardiness (restroom, nurse, office, etc.) Consequences 

for tardies are outlined in the BPHS Student 

Handbook.

Make-up Work: absent students are solely responsible for 

completing make-up work outside of regular class time, 

including rescheduling tests or quizzes. make-up 

work/missed lessons can be accessed on Miss  Hamilton’s 

on the daily agenda board and on the homework page. All 

make-up work must be submitted promptly following the 

bphs student handbook unless otherwise specified by the 

teacher.

Extensions: Students may receive an extension on an 

assignment if unusual circumstances arise; however, this 

must be arranged with the teacher prior to the due date.

Late work: Late assignments will be accepted up until the 

specified day at the end of each quarter. All late 

assignments will only be worth 50% of the original 

points possible, as per the bphs student handbook. It is 

encouraged that students complete all missing 

assignments for their overall point value. 

Missing Work Logs: Students MUST complete a “Missing 

Work Log” form and attach it to any late assignment, 

either due to absence or missing work.

Attendance Policy: Credit for this course will be awarded 

via the school-wide attendance policy. 

Absence Policy

Technology
Students are encouraged to 

utilize student laptops in 

the classroom for academic 

purposes only when given 

permission by the teacher. 

Playing games, messaging, and otherwise using the 

internet/laptop inappropriately will result in loss of 

privileges. Laptops should be charged and ready for use 

on a daily basis.

Headphones: Headphones are not to be worn in the 

classroom. Students will be allowed to listen to music 

from their laptop (not their cell phones) when working 

independently only with teacher permission. Abusing 

this privilege will result in losing this privilege. 

Independent Reading
Cell phones/cell phone use will not 

be tolerated in the classroom,  unless 

otherwise permitted by the teacher. 

All cell phones should remain off and 

out of sight during instruction and 

classroom activities. Students will 

receive one warning for disregarding 

the cell phone policy, and then action 

will be taken according to the bphs 

student handbook.

Students will be encouraged to read independently 

during provided class time to practice reading 

comprehension, critical thinking skills, and 

content specific knowledge. Students may read 

silently during down time in the classroom or 

homeroom.

Reading Nook: Students may choose to utilize select 

furniture options  for independent reading only. 

This privilege will be revoked for any student who 

cannot do so appropriately and following the 

reading nook rules. 

Cell Phone Policy

“Great books help you 
understand, and they help you 

feel understood.”
- John Green

Students will have access to the 

teacher’s personal classroom 

library (in addition to the school library) 

for independent reading. Students must 

check books out using the system AND return 

the book in previous condition. Students will be financially 

responsible for books returned in poor condition or lost.

Classroom 
Library

An effort has been made to address most issues, but some 

issues may be addressed on a case-by-case basis. The teacher 

reserves the right to alter this syllabus at any time.



Plagiarism

As students encounter increasingly complex text, they may 

be exposed to adult language and content (e.g., profanity, 

suggestive topics, racial slurs, and violence). Please be 

aware that all materials used in this class, including 

media, text, and books, are selected carefully regarding 

overall content and with administrative approval, and are 

chosen specifically based on their real-life applications 

of important topics and issues.

Participation
Students are expected to hone their college and career 

readiness skills by meeting the following expectations:

• Read independently to improve reading skills

• Complete assignments and fully prepare for tests

• Listen to and follow directions

• Submit assignments on the assigned due date that 

demonstrate your best effort

• Proofread all written work

• Utilize google classroom to submit assignments and 

engage in discussion

• Actively engage in classroom activities

There is a strong correlation between effort and 

results!

How are students expected to meet this behavior goal?

• Display characteristics of a mature young adult.

• Maintain a respectful and positive attitude toward 

others’ belongings, dignity, and right to learn.

• Value your classmates as sources of important 

information and ideas.

• Be a contributor, not a disruptor, to the learning process. 

• Respect the teacher’s requests, instruction, and 

classroom. 

• Use effective organizational skills by following 

classroom procedures and maintaining a clean work 

environment.

Behavior Expectations

Google Classroom
Students will frequently utilize google classroom for 

assignment submission. All work must be submitted in 

the appropriate google classroom  dropbox on or before 

the scheduled due date at the beginning of the class 

period. It is the student’s responsibility to upload the 

correct document in the correct location. 

Extra Help
Students will have the opportunity for one-on-one help during 

homeroom with the teacher, and intervention after school. It is 

the student’s responsibility to make arrangements to receive 

help or make-up/re-take tests or quizzes during this Time.

As per BPHS Student Handbook policy, plagiarism 

and other forms of cheating will not be tolerated. 

All work sharing ideas, words, or images that do 

not appropriately credit the source will receive a 

0% and office referral for plagiarism. 

Reading Disclaimer

This Classroom follows the district-

wide C.H.A.M.P.S. policy.

Students in English will take 

ownership in their own 

learning by:

Students will be warned via a verbal or nonverbal warning for 

poor behavior. studentS will receive consequences if the behavior 

does not change, including but not limited to a conference in the 

hallway, parent/guardian contact, detention, office referral, or 

removal from the classroom. Procedures outlined in the bphs 

student handbook will be followed and enforced.

Poor behavior for a substitute teacher will be dealt with harshly.

Be Prepared

Be Responsible

Be Respectful



Flexible Seating

your Workspace should help you do your best. Flex 

seating is here to help students learn. if students are 

unable to do so productively in the seat they have 

chosen, they will have the choice to move to more 

effective seat or they will lose the privilege

altogether.

• Disclaimer: Mrs. Hamilton reserves the right to move 

any student for any reason at any time. There will 

be no discussion about the decision.

each seating option  should be used the way they were 

designed to be used. 

• Treat classroom furniture with respect and care. 

• Disclaimer: students will be held financially 

responsible for damaging or defacing classroom 

furniture.

• Sleeping = Standing the rest of the class period.

• Keep your workspace clean and organized.

What does Flex Seating look like?

To begin, flex seating will be more 

structured in nature until students 

demonstrate they can handle the 

privilege. Students will:

• have the opportunity to try different 

seating options

• have the opportunity to express to

Mrs. Hamilton the seat that they 

prefer

• receive a temporary seating

arrangement based on those 

preferences

• have the opportunity to earn more 

freedom in student choices based on 

their behavior.

• This may be on a class-by-class or

student-by-student basis.

Flexible Seating Rules:

A variety of different seating options will be available 

to students, including:

• Standing desks

• Collaboration tables

• Floor seating with floor cushions

• Tall tables with stools

• Traditional desks

• futons

Initiative
In an effort to create a classroom environment 

that is  both brain and body friendly,  promotes 

student engagement, and supports student choice, a 

new effort this year will be made to provide 

students with more freedoms In their seating.

This means, when students are working, they may 

have the freedom to choose the seat which most 

encourages them to learn. This opportunity is 

considered a privilege to be earned if and only when 

students exhibit the following:

Responsible

Respectful

Courteous

By choosing to sit in the seat of their choice,

students are agreeing to follow the flexible seating 

rules, be productive, learning-centered,  engaged, and 

focused in the classroom. Failure to do so will 

result in the loss of the privilege and return to 

traditional student desks.
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Students and Parents/Guardians,

Please sign this syllabus to demonstrate that you have read and understand the policies and expectations for 

this class. You are agreeing that you and your child are responsible for following the rules and guidelines as 

stated in the syllabus.

I, ___________________________________________________, have read the syllabus and agree to abide by it for the duration of 

(printed student name) the 2019-2020 school year. 

I, ___________________________________________________, have read the syllabus and agree to abide by it for the duration of 

(printed parent/guardian name) The 2019-2020 school year. 

Parent/guardian’s phone number(s): _________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s preferred email: __________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

Student signature parent/guardian signature

Syllabus Verification &Consent Form
Miss Hamilton English 10, English 12

Students and Parents/Guardians,

Please sign this syllabus to demonstrate that you have read and understand the policies and expectations for 

this class. You are agreeing that you and your child are responsible for following the rules and guidelines as 

stated in the syllabus.

I, ___________________________________________________, have read the syllabus and agree to abide by it for the duration of 

(printed student name) the 2019-2020 school year. 

I, ___________________________________________________, have read the syllabus and agree to abide by it for the duration of 

(printed parent/guardian name) The 2019-2020 school year. 

Parent/guardian’s phone number(s): _________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s preferred email: __________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

Student signature parent/guardian signature

Syllabus Verification &Consent Form
Miss Hamilton English 10, English 12


