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PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT
Texline ISD offers MTA, Multisensory Teaching Approach,

for qualifying students who show signs of dyslexia. MTA is

offered for all grade levels and is taught by two trained and

qualified teachers. All of the teaching staff is trained to

recognize characteristics of dyslexia, its remediation, and

accommodation in regular content classes.

The Dyslexia Handbook - Texas Education Agency (TEA)

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/dyslexia/

GOALS

To be proactive in the early identification of students

who may need instructional intervention for dyslexia

To provide alternative learning strategies by teachers

trained in dyslexia methods to students identified as

having dyslexic tendencies

To intervene with students experiencing difficulties in

language arts and help them learn the strategies

necessary to become successful in reading, writing, and

spelling 

To provide the tools necessary for students served

within the Dyslexia Instructional

Program to be successful students in the classroom and

to meet minimum expectations on the state reading

assessment

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/dyslexia/


TEA Dyslexia Fact Sheet for Families

https://www.pearlandisd.org/cms/lib/TX01918186/Centrici

ty/domain/65/brochures%20and%20flyers/Dyslexia%20Fac

t%20Sheet.pdf

Dyslexia Program Awareness for Educators 

https://www.pearlandisd.org/cms/lib/TX01918186/Centrici

ty/domain/65/brochures%20and%20flyers/Dyslexia%20Par

ent%20Education%20Brochure.pdf

Parents Brochure & Concientización sobre el Programa de

Dislexia para educadores y padres

https://www.pearlandisd.org/cms/lib/TX01918186/Centrici

ty/domain/65/brochures%20and%20flyers/Dyslexia%20Par

ent%20Education%20Brochure%20-%20Spanish.pdf



STUDENT SUCCESS TEAM (SST)

Students showing difficulty in academic areas first receive

assistance through the Texline ISD Student Success Team.

The SST works at all grade levels to identify reasons for

student difficulties and to develop and implement strategies

and interventions to assist each student.

All students Kindergarten--2nd grade are screened to

identify difficulties in phonemic awareness, phonics,

fluency, vocabulary, and reading comprehension. As

students are screened, those experiencing difficulties in

reading and related skills are identified and an instructional

plan is developed and implemented. If the student continues

to struggle after receiving the intervention for an

appropriate time, then the SST will determine if the student

will receive another intervention or if a dyslexia assessment

is recommended.



INITIAL EVALUATION PROCEDURES
If a dyslexia assessment is recommended, the SST may refer

the student for a 504/dyslexia evaluation. Parents,

students, teachers, counselors and administrators may

make referrals.

CRITERIA FOR REFERRAL/COMMON
SIGNS OF DYSLEXIA

Referrals for dyslexia evaluations are based on

common signs of dyslexia. The following sign may be

associated with dyslexia if they are unexpected for the

individual’s age, educational level, or cognitive

abilities.



PRE-SCHOOL
Delay in learning to talk

Difficulty with rhyming

Difficulty pronouncing words (i.e., pusgetti for spaghetti,

mawn lower for lawn mower)

Poor auditory memory for nursery rhymes and chants

Difficulty adding new vocabulary words

Inability to recall the right word (word retrieval)

Difficulty learning and naming letters and numbers and

remembering the letters in his/her name

Aversion to print (e.g., doesn’t enjoy following along if a

book is read aloud)

KINDERGARTEN & 1ST GRADE
Difficulty breaking words into smaller parts, or syllables

(e.g., “baseball can be pulled apart into “base” “ball” or

“napkin” can be pulled apart into “nap” “kin”)

Difficulty identifying and manipulating sounds in

syllables (e.g., “man” sounded out as /m/ /a/ /n/

Difficulty remembering names of letters and recalling

their corresponding sounds

Difficulty decoding single words (reading single words in

isolation)

Difficulty spelling words the way they sound

(phonetically) or remembering letter sequences in very

common words seen often in print (e.g., “sed” for “said”)



Difficulty recognizing common sight words (e.g., “to,”

“said,” “been”)

Difficulty decoding single words

Difficulty recalling the correct sounds for letters and

letter patterns in reading

Difficulty connecting speech sounds with appropriate

letter or letter combinations and omitting letters in

words for spelling (e.g., “after” spelled “efter”)

Difficulty decoding unfamiliar words in sentences using

knowledge of phonics

Reliance on picture clues, story theme, or guessing at

words

Difficulty with written expression

Many of the previously described behaviors remain

problematic along with the following:

2ND GRADE & 3RD GRADE



4TH - 6TH GRADE

Difficulty reading aloud (e.g., fear of reading aloud in

front of classmates)

Avoidance of reading (particularly for pleasure)

Difficulty reading fluently (e.g., reading is slow,

inaccurate, and /or without expression)

Difficulty decoding unfamiliar words in sentences using

knowledge of phonics

Acquisition of less vocabulary due to reduced

independent reading

Use of less complicated words in writing that are easier

to spell than more appropriate words (e.g., “big” instead

of “enormous”)

Reliance on listening rather than reading for

comprehension

Many of the previously described behaviors remain

problematic along with the following:



MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL

Difficulty with the volume of reading and written work

Frustration with the amount of time required and energy

expended for reading

Difficulty reading fluently (e.g., reading is slow,

inaccurate, and/or without expression)

Difficulty decoding unfamiliar words in sentences using

knowledge of phonics

Difficulty with written assignments

Tendency to avoid reading (particularly for pleasure)

Difficulty learning a foreign language

Many of the previously described behaviors remain

problematic along with the following:



Difficulty pronouncing names of people and places or

parts of words

Difficulty remembering names of people and places

Difficulty with word retrieval

Difficulty with spoken vocabulary

Difficulty completing the reading demands for multiple

course requirements

Difficulty with note-taking

Difficulty with written production

Difficulty remembering sequences (e.g., mathematical

and/or scientific formulas)

Some students will not be identified as having dyslexia prior

to entering postsecondary education. The early years of

reading difficulties evolve into slow, labored reading

fluency. Many students will experience extreme frustration

and fatigue due to the increasing demands of reading as the

result of dyslexia. In making a diagnosis for dyslexia, a

student’s reading history, familial/genetic predisposition,

and assessment history are critical. Many of the previously

described behaviors may remain problematic along with the

following:

POST-SECONDARY



EVALUATION/PLACEMENT

No placement recommended

Placement in Dyslexia Instructional Program with

classroom accommodations and progress monitoring

Referral for continued assessments

Referral for special education services based on above

assessments

Other recommendations appropriate for the student

The SST determines eligibility based on the assessment,

then makes recommendations for the student. Possible

recommendations may include:

DYSLEXIA CLASSES

Simultaneous, multisensory (VAKT) instruction

Systematic and cumulative instruction

Explicit instruction

Diagnostic teaching to automaticity

Synthetic instruction

Analytic instruction

Dyslexia classes are pull-out classes offered for students

identified with dyslexia, either through Section 504 or

Special Education. MTA Intervention includes all of the

following:

MTA Instruction lasts for sufficient duration for the student

to be successful.



HELPFUL WEBSITES

International Dyslexia Association

http://eida.org/

Learning Ally: Dyslexia Support

http://www.learningally.org/

National Center for Learning Disabilities

https://www.ncld.org/

Neuhaus Education Center

http://neuhaus.org/

Texas Education Agency

http://tea.texas.gov/

http://eida.org/
http://www.learningally.org/
https://www.ncld.org/
http://neuhaus.org/
http://neuhaus.org/
http://tea.texas.gov/

