
Biographical Dictionary 
Abagail Adams—(ch. 4)John Adams’ wife and 

advised him often. Asked him to remember the ladies 

when writing the Declaration.  

Abagail Adams--First of the 1st Ladies to live in the 

White House. 

Adams, John--(ch.3) (1735-1826) Boston lawyer, patriot  

Adams, John--(ch. 4) (1735-1826) Massachusetts 

delegate to the Continental Congress, a member of 

the committee that drafted the Declaration of 

Independence. Signer of the Dec. of Independence. 

Adams, John--(ch.5) (1735-1826) Ambassador to 

France and Holland to try and gain foreign support.  

Helped draft the Paris Treaty of 1783.  First U.S. 

Ambassador to Great Britain. 

Adams, John--(ch. 7)  (1735-1826)  1st Vice 

President, 2nd President of the United States. 

    

Adams, John Quincy--(1767-1848) John Adams 

son, secretary of state to James Monroe, helped 

formulate the Monroe Doctrine, and sixth president 

of the U.S. Later became a representative for 

Congress. 

Adams, Samuel--(1722-1803) Boston Patriot, part of 

the Boston Tea Party, part of the Sons of Liberty, 

began the Massachusetts delegate to Continental 

Congress. Started the Committee of Correspondence.  

Signed the Declaration of Independence.   

Alcott, Louisa May--(1832-1888) American 

novelist.  She is famed for the novel Little Women 

and its sequels.   

Allen, Ethan--(1727-1789) American soldier who 

formed and led the Green Mountain Boys to help 

Benedict Arnold take Fort Ticonderoga in 1775.    

Anthony, Susan B.--(1820-1906) American social 

reformer active in temperance, abolitionist and 

women’s suffrage movements.  Co-organizer and 

president of the National Woman Suffrage 

Association.   

Arkwright, Richard--(1732-1792) English inventor 

that patented the water-powered spinning frame, 

improving the production of cotton thread.  

Arnold, Benedict--(ch. 3) (1741-18)01 American 

soldier who helped lead the attack against Ft. 

Ticonderoga in 1775.   
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Arnold, Benedict--(ch. 4) (1741-18)01Was 

unsuccessful in attack against Quebec.  Wasn’t 

acknowledged for efforts at Saratoga.  Was sent to 

command West Point but eventually turned traitor 

and joined the British Army.   

Astor, John Jacob--(1763-1848) American fur 

trader and financier.  Founded the fur trading post 

of Astoria and the American Fur Company.  

Austin, Stephen F.--(1793-1836) American 

colonizer in Texas, imprisoned for urging Texas 

statehood after Santa Anna suspended Mexico’s 

constitution.  Helped Texas win independence and 

became Secretary of State for the Texas Republic.   

Bacon, Nathaniel--(1642-1676) American colonist 

who led a rebellion in Jamestown   

Lord Cecil Baltimore--  (1605-1675)  Governor 

of Maryland.  Got the assembly to pass the Act of 

Toleration 1649. 

Banneker, Benjamin--(1731-1806) African 

American mathematician and astronomer.  He was 

hired by Thomas Jefferson to help survey land for the 

new capital in Washington, D.C.   

Barton, Clara-- (1821-1912) Founder of the 

American Red Cross.  She gathered supplies and 

provided care to the Union soldiers in the Civil War.  

Becknell, William--(ca.1797-1865) A captain that 

led a wagon train filled with merchandise from 

Independence, Missouri, to Santa Fe, New Mexico.  

It was later called the Santa Fe Trail. 

Blackwell, Elizabeth--(1821-1910)  physician and 

writer who helped pave the way for women in 

medicine. 

Bolivar, Simon--(1783-1830)  South American 

revolutionary leader who was nicknamed the 

Liberator, who fought many battles for 

independence, winning the support of many U.S. 

leaders. 

Boone, Daniel--(1734-1820)  American 

frontiersman that fought with Braddock against Fort 

Duquesne in the French and Indian War.  Later he 

organized a group of “thirty guns” who helped cut a 

path known as the Cumberland Gap to the Kentucky 

River.  He led settlers to the West. 

Booth, John Wilkes--(1838-1865)  American actor 

and assassin, who murdered President Abraham 

Lincoln at Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C. on 

April 14, 1965.    

General Edward Braddock--(1695-1755)  British 

general who led attack against French in America in 



1755 but was mortally wounded near Fort Duquesne 

and left George Washington in charge. 

Bradstreet, Anne--(1612-1672)  first recognized 

female American author.   

Brown, John--(1800-1859)  American abolitionist 

that started the Pottawatomi Massacre in Kansas to 

revenge killings of abolitionists.  Later he seized the 

federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, trying to 

start a slave revolt.  He was tried and executed. 

Buchanan, James--(1791-1868) Fifteenth president 

of the United States, chosen as the Democratic 

nominee for president in 1854 for being politically 

experienced and not offensive to slave states. 

Burr, Aaron--(1756-1836)  American politician 

who fought in the Revolutionary War, a U.S. senator, 

and vice-president to Thomas Jefferson during his 

first term.  In dual killed Alexander Hamilton. 

Calhoun, John C.--(ch.9)--(1782-1850) American 

politician and supporter of slavery and state’s rights. 

Calhoun, John C.--(ch.13)--(1782-1850) Vice-

president to Andrew Jackson and instrumental in the 

South Carolina nullification crisis. 

Clark, George Rogers --(1752-1818) American 

Revolutionary War soldier and frontier leader.  He 

encouraged Indian leaders to remain neutral. 

Clark, William--(1770-1838) American soldier and 

friend of Meriwether Lewis.  Helped lead the 

exploration of the Louisiana Purchase.   

Clay, Henry--(ch.9)  (1777-1852)  American 

politician from Kentucky.   

Clay, Henry--(ch.10) (1777-1852)  He was known 

as the Great Pacificator because of his support of the 

Missouri Compromise. 

Clay, Henry--(ch.13) (1777-1852)  He supported 

the Missouri Compromise.  He developed the 

Compromise of 1850 to try to avoid the Civil War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governor DeWitt Clinton--(1769-1829)  Governor 

of New York that pushed the construction of the 

Eerie Canal. 

Cooper, James Fenimore--(1789-1851)  Well-

known Early American novelist.  He wrote the Last 

of the Mohicans. 

Cooper, Peter--(1791-1883)  American ironworks 

manufacturer who designed and built Tom Thumb, 

the first American locomotive. 
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Cornwallis, Charles--(1738-1805)  English 

commander in America during the Revolutionary 

War. Surrendered to Washington at Yorktown in 

1781. 

Dawes, William--(1745-1799)  American patriot 

who was one of the riders sent by Dr. Joseph Warren 

to alert John Hancock and Samuel Adams of the 

approaching British Army on the night of April 18, 

1775.  

Decatur, Stephen--(1770-1829)  In 1804 he led 

other sailor with him to burn a ship held captive in 

Tripoli. 

Dickenson, John--(1732-1808)  Representative of 

Continental Congress, from outside of Philadelphia, 

that opposed “independence” but also opposed 

taxation without representation. 

Dix, Dorothea--(1802-1887)  American 

philanthropist and social reformer that helped change 

treatment of mentally ill and the prisoners. 

Douglas, Stephen--(1813-1861)  American 

politician and proslavery nominee fro president.  He 

debated Abraham Lincoln about slavery during the 

Illinois senatorial race.  He proposed the Kansas-

Nebraska Act and established the Freeport Doctrine, 

upholding the idea of popular sovereignty. 

Douglass, Frederick--(1817-1895)  American 

abolitionist and writer.  He was an escaped slave 

who became a well-known speaker and published an 

abolitionist newspaper, the North Star. 

 

 

 

 

Lord Dunmore--(1730-1809)  Virginia governor, 

noted for issuing a 1775 document, Dunmore’s 

Proclamation, offering freedom to any slave who 

fought for the Crown against the Patriots in Virginia. 

Edwards, Jonathan--(1703-1758) Revivalist leader 

in the great Awakening religious movement. 

Emerson, Ralph Waldo--(`1803-1882)  American 

essayist and poet.  He was a supporter of the 

transcendentalist philosophy. 

Farragut, David--(1801-1870)  American soldier 

that captured New Orleans during the Civil War and 

maintained a blockade along the Gulf Coast against 

the Confederate forces. 

Finney, Charles-- (172-1875) American clergyman 

and educator.  He was influential in the Second 

Great Awakening. 

 

 



 

 

Franklin, Benjamin--(ch. 2) (1706-1790) writer, 

inventor, started the Pennsylvania Gazette, wrote the 

Poor Richard’s Almanac and the Silence Do Good 

Letters.  Thought of the Albany Plan of Union 

Franklin, Benjamin--(ch.4) (1706-1790) 

Philosopher, scientist, writer, first U.S. Post Master, 

and member of Continental Congress that helped 

draft the Declaration of Independence.  Signed the 

Declaration. Ambassador to France. 

Franklin, Benjamin--(ch.5) (1706-1790) Member of 

the Constitutional Convention.  A member of the 

committee to draft the Constitution. 

 

 

 

Fremont, John C.--(1813-1890)  American 

explorer, army officer, and politician, chosen first 

Republican candidate for president.  He was against 

the spread of slavery, and was rejected by all but the 

free states as a “single issue” candidate in 1856.  

Fulton, Robert--(1765-1815)  American engineer 

and inventor.  He built the first commercially 

successful full sized steamboat the Clermont. 

General Thomas Gage--(1721-1787)  English 

governor of Massachusetts. Commander of forces 

during the Battle of Bunker Hill. 

Galvez, Bernardo de--(1746-1786)  Governor of 

Spanish Louisiana.  He captured key cities from the 

British, aiding the American movement and helping 

the Spanish acquire Florida. 

Garrison, William Lloyd--(1805-1879)  American 

journalist and reformer.  He published the famous 

antislavery newspaper, the Liberator and helped the 

American Anti-Slavery Society. 

King George III--(ca. 1738-1820)  King of Great 

Britain during the American Revolution.  

Grant, Ulysses S.--(1822-1885)  Eighteenth U.S. 

President.  Lead the Union army that accepted 

Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Courthouse 

ending the Civil War. 

Greeley, Horace--(1811-1872) He was founder and 

editor of New York Tribune.  Active in forming 

Republican Party in the 1850’s.   

Greene, Nathanael--(1742-1786) A major general of 

the Continental Army in the American Revolutionary 

War.  He was known for his successful command in 

the Southern Campaign. 

Grimke, Angelina (1805-1879) and Sarah (1792-

1873) American sisters and reformers.  Father was a 

slave holder in South Carolina, yet they became 

antislavery and women’s rights supporters. 
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Hale, Nathan-- (1755-1776)  An American soldier 

and spy for the Continental Army during the American 

Revolutionary War.  When captured and about to die 

he said “I only regret that I have but one life to loose 

for my country.” 

Hamilton, Alexander--(ch.5) (1755-1804) American 

soldier then statesman and one of the authors of the 

Federalist papers supporting the U.S. Constitution.  

He was the founder of the Federalist Party.   

Hamilton, Alexander--(ch.7) (1755-1804) Secretary 

of Treasury who clashed with Thomas Jefferson 

often.  Founder of the nation’s financial system.  

Killed by Aaron Burr in a duel . 

Hancock, John--(1737-1793) American patriot that 

had a shipping business.  He was president of the 

Second Continental Congress.  He was first to sign 

the Declaration of Independence.   

Harrison, William Henry--(ch.8) (1773-1841)  

Governor of the Indian Territory and fought 

Tecumseh in the Battle of Tippecanoe.   

Harrison, William Henry--(ch.9)  (1773-1841) 

American politician.  He was the ninth president of 

the United States. 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel---(1804-1864)  American 

writer, famous for many stories including the Scarlet 

Letter, telling of puritan life.  He had a unique 

American style. 

King Henry VIII--(1491-1547) English Monarch 

who broke away from Catholic church because he 

wanted to divorce and remarry.  He had six wives 

and had the Church of England created. 

Henry, Patrick--(1736-1799)  American attorney, 

planter, and statesman who became known as an 

orator during the movement for independence in 

Virginia.   

Hidalgo, Father Miguel--(1753-1811)  Mexican 

priest and revolutionist.  He led a rebellion of 

80,000 impoverished Indians against Spain which 

eventually led to Mexican independence. 

Hooker, Thomas—(1586-1647)Puritan colonial 

leader who founded the Colony of Connecticut after 

dissenting with Puritan leaders in Massachusetts. 

Houston, Sam—(1793-1863) was an American 

politician and soldier, best known for his role in 

bringing Texas into the United States as a constituent 

state.  Captured Santa Anna at the Battle of San 

Jacinto 

 



General William Howe—(1729 –1814) was a 

British Army officer who rose to become 

Commander-in-Chief of British forces early during  

the American War of Independence. 

Hutchinson, Anne—(1591-1643)  Puritan leader 

who angered others, saying didn’t have to have 

minister talk to God for you.  Banished from 

Massachusetts Bay Colony and later established 

Portsmouth Colony in present day Rhode Island. 

Jackson, Andrew--(ch.8)—(1767-1845) Nicknamed 

Old Hickory.  As commander of the Tennessee 

militia he defeated the Creek Indians, securing 23 

million acres of land. 

Jackson, Andrew--(ch.9)—(1767-1845) An 

American hero in the Battle of New Orleans.  His 

election as seventh president of the U.S. marked an 

era of democracy called Jacksonian Democracy. 

Jackson, Thomas “Stonewall”—(1824-1863) 

American Confederate general who got his nickname 

at the 1st Battle of Manassas.  He led the 

Shenandoah Valley campaign and fought with Lee in 

the Seven Day’s Battles.  He fought in both Battles 

of Bull Run. 

James, Duke of York--(1644–1685)Later known as 

King James II.  Brother of King Charles allowed to 

take New Amsterdam from the Netherlands and 

renamed it New York. 

Jay, John--(ch.4)—(1745-1829) Founding father, 

diplomat.  Helped negotiate the Treaty of Paris of 

1783. 

Jay, John--(ch. 5)--(1745-1829) Wrote papers later 

known as the Federalist papers to encourage 

ratification of the Constitution by states. 

Jay, John--(ch.7)-- (1745-1829) served as the first 

chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court among a 

variety of top government posts 

Jefferson, Thomas--(ch.3)—(1743-1826) an 

American Founding Father and member of two 

Continental Congresses. He was chairman of the 

committee to draft the Declaration of Independence 

and was the principal author  

Jefferson, Thomas--(ch.5)—(1743-1826) An 

American statesman and diplomat to France.  

Jefferson, Thomas--(ch.7)—(1743-1826) Served as 

George Washington’s 1st Secretary of State and John 

Adam’s Vice-President. 

Jefferson, Thomas--(ch.8)—(1743-1826) U.S. third 

president. During his presidency the Louisiana 

Purchase was made. Commissioned the Lewis and 

Clark expedition. 

Johnson, Andrew—(1808-1875) America’s 

seventeenth president upon the assassination of 

Lincoln.  He was impeached for unpopular ideas 

about Reconstruction, but held office by one vote. 
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Jones, John Paul—(1747-1792) American naval 

officer famed for bravery, his most famous victory 

was the defeat of the British warship Serapis, during 

which he declared “I have not yet begun to fight!” 

Knox, Henry--(ch.3)—(1750-1806) a military 

officer of the Continental Army and later the United 

States Army. Delivered cannons from Ft. 

Ticonderoga to Boston for Washington to use. 

Knox, Henry—(ch. 7)—(1750-1806) served as 

Washington’s first Secretary of War. 

Lafayette, Marquis de—(1757-1834)  French 

statesman and officer who viewed the American 

Revolution as important to the world.  He helped 

finance the Revolution and served as major general. 

Lee, Richard Henry—(1732 –1794) was American 

statesman from Virginia best known for the motion 

in the Second Continental Congress calling for the 

colonies' independence from Great Britain. 

Lee, Robert E.—(1807-1870)  American soldier 

that refused to head the Union Army and ended up 

leading Confederate forces.  He surrendered to 

Grant at Appomattox Courthouse.  

Lewis, Meriwether—(1774-1809) Former army 

captain selected by Jefferson to explore the Louisiana 

Purchase. 

Lincoln, Abraham—(1809-1865) American lawyer 

and politician.  Debated Douglas in senate race but 

lost the election. Became later the sixteenth president 

during the Civil War. Was determined to preserve the 

Union and also issued the Emancipation 

Proclamation. Was assassinated. 

Lincoln, Mary Todd—(1818 – 1882) was the wife 

of the 16th President of the United States. 

Locke, John—(1632-1704) English philosopher and 

physician, one of the most influential of 

Enlightenment period. 

Lowell, Francis Cabot—(1775-1817) an American 

businessman. He was instrumental in bringing the 

Industrial Revolution to the United States. Set up 

factories and housed women and girls to work there. 

Madison, James--(ch.5)—(1751-1836)  American 

statesman, delegate to the Constitutional Convention.  

Was an author of some of the Federalist Papers and 

called the father of the Constitution for his proposals 

at the Convention. 



Madison, James--(ch.8)—(1751-1836) Fourth 

president of the United States during which the War 

of 1812 was fought. 

Mann, Horace—(1796-1859) American educator, 

considered the father of American public education.  

Leader of the common-school movement. 

Marion, Francis—(ca.1732-1795) Revolutionary 

War commander of a group of guerilla soldiers in 

South Carolina.  Sometimes called the “Swamp 

Fox” 

Marshall, John--(ch.7)-(1755-1835)-Federalist 

leader who served in the House of Representatives 

and as U.S. Secretary of State. 

Marshall, John--(ch.8&9)—(1755-1835)—Chief 

Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court establishing in 

Marbury v Madison the Supreme Court’s power of 

judicial review. 

Mason, George—(1725-1792) American patriot 

who became an Anti-federalist and refused to sign 

the Constitution. His work influenced the writing of 

Declaration and the Constitution. 

McClellan, George—(1826-1885) American army 

general put in charge of Union troops and later 

removed by Lincoln for failure to press Lee’s 

Confederate troops in Richmond. 

McCormick, Cyrus—(1809-1884)  American 

inventor and industrialist that invented the 

mechanical reaper and harvesting machine that 

quickly cut down wheat. 

McDowell, Irvin—(1818–1885) was a career 

American army officer. He is best known for his 

defeat in the First Battle of Bull Run 

Meade, George—(1815-1872) Union general noted 

for his victory at Gettysburg 

Melville, Herman—(1819-1891) American writer 

based stories on his own sailing experiences and is 

famous for Moby Dick. 

Metacom—(ca. 1638-1676)also called Metacomet, 

King Philip, or Philip of Pokanoket was chief to the 

Wampanoag people 

Monroe, James—(1758-1831)  Leading 

Revolutionary figure.  Negotiator of the Louisiana 

Purchase.  Fifth president of the U.S. and issued the 

Monroe Doctrine establishing the U.S. sphere of 

influence in the Western Hemisphere and became the 

U.S. foreign policy. 

Baron de Montesquieu— (1669-1755)  According 

to Montesquieu, there were three types of 

government: a monarchy (ruled by a king or queen), 

a republic (ruled by an elected leader), and a 

despotism (ruled by a dictator). Montesquieu 

believed that a government that was elected by the 

people was the best form of government. 

Montgomery, Richard—(1738-1755) America’s 

first National Hero. Revolutionary General who led 

forces against Canada. 
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Gouverneur Morris—(1752-1816) American 

politician, public official and diplomat who was 

largely responsible for writing the preamble to the 

Constitution 

Morse, Samuel F.B. (1791-1872) American artist 

and inventor, he improved the telegraph making it a 

single wire and developed a code to use on it.   

Mott, Lucretia—(1793-1880) American reformer, 

she planned the Seneca Falls Convention with 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, the first organized meeting 

for women’s rights in the United States.  

Oglethorpe, James—(1696-1785)  British soldier, 

Member of Parliament, and philanthropist, as well as 

the founder of the colony of Georgia. 

Otis, James—(1702-1778) A Massachusetts lawyer, 

opposed the British taxing and stated “Taxation 

without representation is tyranny!” 

Paine, Thomas--(ch.3)(1737-1809) American 

political philosopher and author who encouraged 

independence in 1776 when he anonymously wrote a 

pamphlet “Common Sense”. 

Paine, Thomas--(ch.5)(1737-1809) American 

political philosopher and author who motivated 

patriots with “The Crisis”.  

Parker, John  Capt.-- colonial farmer, smith, 

soldier, and colonial militia officer who commanded 

the Lexington, Patriot, colonial militia at the Battle of 

Lexington on April 19, 1775 

Penn, William—(1644-1718) Quaker leader who 

founded a colony for the Quakers in Pennsylvania, a 

colony that provided an important example of 

representative self-government and became a model 

of tolerance. 

Perry, Oliver Hazard—(1785-1819) American 

naval captain who put together the fleet that defeated 

the British at the Battle of Lake Erie in the War of 

1812. 

King Phillip—(1638-1676)  Also known as 

Metacom, chief of the Wampanoag people that tried 

to at first adopt European ways but eventually led 

resistance to Puritan expansion. 

Pickett, George E.—(1825-1875) American general 

in the Confederate army, he was known for his failed 

charge but heroic efforts at the Battle of Gettysburg. 



Pike, Zebulon—(1779-1813) Army officer sent on a 

mission to explore the West looking for headwaters 

of the Red River and attempted to climb a mountain 

in the Rockies. 

 

 

Plessy, Homer—(1862-1925) Louisiana French-

speaking Creole plaintiff in the case Plessy v 

Ferguson. The decision legalized state-mandated 

segregation anywhere in the U.S. so long as the 

facilities provided for both blacks and whites equally. 

Pocahontas—(c1595-1617) American Indian 

princess, believed to have saved John Smith’s life 

from the Powhatan.  She later married John Rolfe 

and even went to England with him and her son. 

 
  

Polk, James K.—(1795-1849) Eleventh president of 

the U.S., he settled the Oregon boundary with Great 

Britain and successfully conducted the Mexican-

American War. 

Prince, Lucy—(d. 1821) Was a renowned 18th-

century orator who is also the first known African-

American poet. 

Edmund Randolph--(ch. 5) (1753-1813) assisted 

with many Virginia and United States documents, but 

refused to sign the Constitution. 

Edmund Randolph--(ch. 7) (1753-1813) Attorney 

General for George Washington 

Revels, Hiram—(1822-1901) American clergyman, 

educator, and politician, he became the first African 

American in the U.S. Senate.page 5 

Revere, Paul—(1734-1818) American silversmith, 

engraver, and Patriot in the American Revolution, 

best known for his ride in April 1775. 

Ross, Betsy—(1752-1836) Boston seamstress that 

may possibly have made one of the first Colonial 

flags for George Washington using the five sided 

star. 

Sacagawea—(ca1786-1812)  Shoshone woman 

who, along with her French fur-trapper husband, 

accompanied and aided Lewis and Clark on their 

expedition. 

Samoset--(ca.1590-1653)  First Native American to 

speak to the Pilgrims in English that he had learned 

from a fisherman years earlier. 

General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna(1794-

1876) Mexican general and politician who became 

dictator, seized the Alamo but was defeated and 

captured by Sam Houston’s army at San Jacinto. 

Serra, Junipero—(1713-1784) Spanish Catholic 

priest that founded a mission in California. Wanted 

to convert Native Americans. 
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Sequoyah—(ca.1770-1843) Cherokee that developed 

symbols to create a written language for the 

Cherokee. 

Scott, Dred—(1789-1858) Enslaved African 

American man who unsuccessfully sued for his 

freedom because he and his family had lived in free 

territory.  Decision opened up for owners to take 

their slaves with them into territories and created 

more tension between North and South. 

Shays, Daniel—(ca.1747-1825) American soldier of 

the Revolutionary War, who as a farmer led the 

Shay’s Rebellion against debt collection polices in 

Massachusetts in 1786 and 1787. 

Sherman, Roger—(1721-1793) American lawyer 

and statesman that signed the Declaration of 

Independence and the U.S. Constitution. 

Sherman, William Tecumseh—(1820-1891)  An 

American Union Leader that was known for his 

“march across the South” as he and his troops laid 

waste to much of the Confederacy. 

Smith, John—(1580-1631) Admiral, soldier, 

explorer, and author who saved Jamestown with his 

leadership, including his “he that work not, eat not” 

philosophy.  

 John Smith           

Smith, Joseph—(1805-1844) American religious 

leader of Morman religion. He started the move of 

his followers west, but was killed in Illinois. 

Squanto—(ca.1585-1622)  Patuxet Native 

American, once a prisoner taken to Europe but ended 

back in America with the Wampanoag tribes.  He 

interpreted for the Pilgrims and taught them farming 

and survival skills. 

Standish, Myles--(c.1584 –1656) English military 

officer selected to defend the Pilgrims in the New 

World, came on Mayflower and signed Mayflower 

Compact. He became a assistant governor, and a 

treasurer of Plymouth Colony 



Stanton, Elizabeth Cady—(1815-1902) Prominent 

19th century suffragist and civil rights activist that 

helped organize the world’s first Women’s Right 

Convention in 1848 and formed the National 

Women’s Loyal League with Susan B. Anthony 

1863. 

Baron Friedrich von Steuben—(1730-1794) 

Prussian military officer who fought with George 

Washington.  He trained soldiers at Valley Forge. 

Stevens, Thaddeus—(1792-1868) Pennsylvania 

U.S. Representative that opposed slavery, and 

securing equal rights for the Freedmen. 

Stowe, Harriet Beecher—(1811-1896)  Author and 

social activist best known for her popular anti-

slavery novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 

Taney, Roger B.—(1777-1864) Fifth Chief Justice 

of the Supreme Court, and penned the 1857 Dredd 

Scott Decision 

Tecumseh—(1768-1813) American Shawnee 

warrior and chief who united Natives in a stand 

against Colonist expansion. 

Thoreau, Henry David—(1817-1862) American 

essayist, poet, and Transcendentalist who wrote 

about nature while living near Concord in the mid-

1800s. 

Truth, Sojourner—(ca.1797-1883)  Activist, 

women’s rights activist, civil rights activist who 

escaped from slavery. 

 

 

Tubman, Harriet(ca.1820-1913) Enslaved African 

American that escaped and returned many times to 

the South to help hundreds escape by the 

Underground Railroad.  

 

Turner, Nat—(1800-1831) Enslaved African 

American who led rebellion of slaves and free blacks 

in Virginia.   

Van Buren, Martin—(1782-1862) Eight President 

after serving as the eighth Vice-President and the 

tenth Secretary of State.  First president to be born a 

citizen of the United States. 

Warren, Joseph  Dr.--(1741-1775) an American 

physician who played a leading role in Patriot 

organizations in Boston 

Warren, Mercy Otis—(1728-1814) Early American 

writer of poetry, plays, and history who called for 

independence of the American colonies from Great 

Britain. Believed to have been the first American 

woman who wrote primarily for the public, rather 

than self. 
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Washington, George--(ch.2)  (1732-1799)  

surveyor, leader of the Virginia militia, served with 

the British Army.  

Washington, George--(ch. 3 ) (1732-1799)  

commander of the Colonial Army.  Cornwallis 

surrendered to this founding father basically ending 

the Revolutionary War. 

Washington, George--(ch. 5) (1732-1799)  

Chairman of the Committee that ended up creating 

the Constitution. 

Washington, George--(ch. 7)— (1732-1799)  First 

president of the United States under the Constitution.  

Served two terms and resigned setting a precedence. 

 
Washington, Martha—(1731-1802)  The first of 

our “First Ladies”.  Lived as First Lady in New 

York and then in Philadelphia.  Washington, D.C. 

was not built while her husband was president. 

Wayne, Anthony—(1745-1796)  American general 

and U.S.. Representative best known for winning the 

battle of Fallen Timbers which removed Native 

American claims to Ohio and the surrounding area. 

Webster, Daniel--(ch.9) Massachusetts statesman 

that supported tariffs because they allowed New 

England’s factories to compete against European 

manufactures    

.  

Webster, Daniel--(ch.13)—Massachusetts Senator 

who supported Clay’s 1850 Compromise.  He 

argued for it to preserve the Union. 

Webster, Noah—(1758-1843)  an American 

lexicographer, textbook pioneer, English-language 



spelling reformer, political writer, editor, and prolific 

author. He has been called the "Father of American 

Scholarship and Education". 

Wheatley, Phillis—( ) Enslaved girl who lived in 

Boston where she was educated, wrote poetry and 

later was freed. 

Wheelright, John-- (1594-1679) a Puritan 

clergyman in England and America, and was most 

noted for being banished from the Massachusetts Bay 

Colony, and for subsequently establishing the town 

of Exeter, New Hampshire.       

Whitney, Eli—(1765-1825)  inventor that started 

the idea of identical parts to be able to rapidly build 

items and to be able to repair them without totally 

repairing.  He created the cotton gin which 

prompted large plantations. 

 
Williams, Roger (1603-1683) Conflicted with the 

Puritan leaders and left to go on and start the colony 

of Rhode Island. 

Wilson, James—(1742-1798) one of the Founding 

Fathers of the United States and a signatory of the 

United States Declaration of Independence and the 

United States Constitution 

Winthrop, John—(1587- 1649)  an English Puritan 

lawyer and one of the leading figures in founding the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony 

Whitman, Marcus and Narcissa—set up a mission 

in Oregon to serve the Indians. 

Young Brigham—(1801-1877)  Morman leader 

that led followers to the Great Salt Lake. 

Zenger, John Peter—(1697-1746)  Court case set 

up the “Freedom of the Press”. 
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ETC.-- 

 

Boston Tea Party—a protest by patriots against 

taxation without representation which had Patriots 

somewhat dressed as Mohawks dumping tea into the 

harbor. 

 

continentals--paper bills the Continental Congress 

printed during the Revolutionary War. 

 

Daughters of Liberty--Female association that 

protested mostly through boycott, the British Acts 

from 1765 through the Revolution. 

 

Loyalist—colonist who supported British rule, also 

called a tory, because loyal to the crown 

 

Patriot—colonist who rejected British way of ruling, 

supported revolution 

 

Sons of Liberty--Organization of men founded to 

advance the rights of the colonists and to fight 

taxation by the British government. 
 
Trail of Tears--term came to mean the Cherokee’s 

forced removal from Eastern U.S. to Indian Territory.  

Often is used to day to symbolize the removal of all 

of once known as Five Civilized Tribes to Oklahoma. 


