
AP United States History 

Coach Bates 

grant.bates@sulphurk12.org 

580-622-3174 

Mission Statement 

My mission is for all of my students to be successful not only in the classroom, but in life outside 

of high school. Education is key for today’s occupational success, and I accept the challenge to 

make my students better both in and out of the classroom. 

APA Information 

The Advanced Placement (AP) program in U.S. History is designed to provide students with the 

analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the history of the United 

States. The program prepares students for advanced college courses by making demands upon 

them equivalent to those made by universities. An AP U.S. History course should thus develop 

skills necessary to arrive at conclusion on the basis of an informed judgment and to present 

reasoning and evidence clearly in essay format 

Year Long Goals:                                                                                                                                                                 

1.   To examine how and why change occurs                                                                                                                 

2.   To analyze and draw conclusions about recurring themes in U.S. History                                                             

3.   To improve reading comprehension and critical thinking                                                                               

4.   To become efficient writers of an historical essay                                                                            

5.   To prepare for the successful completion of the AP exams in May 

Reading Quiz:                                                                                                                                                                       

A quiz will be taken at the end of each section. It is the student’s responsibility to read and/or do 

all of the required material. This reading quiz will consist of material that will be used on essays. 

Essays:                                                                                                                                                                            

Students will write at least 1 essay every month in conjunction with the reading material. If any 

portion of your essay is plagiarized, you will receive a zero on that essay. 

Exams:                                                                                                                                                                               

Exams will occur at the end of each Unit and they will be a combination of essay and multiple 

choice - they will resemble the real AP exam. 

Projects:  

Projects are TBA at my discretion. We will do one per semester in order to meet all of our 

learning goals. 



Grades:              

Major 70% - Exams, Large Projects, Essays 

 

Minor 30% - Homework, in class work, and Quizzes 

 

 

Textbook and Supplementary Readers: 

 

*This is all digital as of now*  

Bailey, Thomas; Kennedy, David; and Cohen, Lizabeth. 

The American Pageant    Houghton Mifflin Fifteenth Edition 

 

**Optional** 

Princeton Review – Cracking the AP U.S. History Exam 

The Princeton Review's comprehensive study guide includes content reviews, targeted strategies 

for every question type, access to our AP Connect portal online, and 2 full-length practice tests 

with complete answer explanations  

 

$$$ Can be purchased at amazon.com (for $10-$20) 

 

All reading assignments are to be done at home - reading assignments may or may not be 

discussed in class, but all material will be on the class exams and the AP exam. It is impossible 

to lecture/discuss 400 years of history in one school year; therefore, READING the assigned 

material is essential to success in class as well as on the AP exam. 

 

First Semester 

 

Unit 1: Founding the New Nation; 33,000 BCE- 1783 CE 

 

Unit 2: Building the New Nation; 1776- 1860 

 

Unit 3: Testing the New Nation; 1820- 1877 

 

Unit 4: ½ of Forging an Industrial Society; 1865- 1909 

 

Semester Test: The semester test will be comprehensive and will consist of 80 multiple choice 

questions and one free response essay. 

 

Second Semester 

 

Unit 4: ½ of Forging an Industrial Society; 1865-1909 



 

Unit 5: Struggling for Justice at Home and Abroad; 1901-1945 

 

Unit 6: Making Modern America; 1945- present 

 

April – Intense Review for the AP Exam - Approximately 25 Days 

 

The AP Test is May 8th, 8 am (unless it gets changed by the state) 

 

Make-up Work Policy: 

 

It is your responsibility as a student to check with the teacher for any make-up work needed. If 

the absence was excused the student will be given the number of days missed to complete all 

missing work. All pre-arranged absences have to be approved through the office before work 

will be given out, and all work will be due at my discretion. 

  

There will be no make-up work for unexcused absences!!!    

  

  

General Expectations: 

 

Students in this course are expected to take notes and participate in class discussions. All 

students need to come to class prepared to work with the appropriate materials needed (pencil, 

paper, binder, and student tablet). Students are not allowed to have any food or drink in class 

except water. You will be considered to be tardy unless you are in your seat when the bell rings. 

Tardies: School policy states that if a student is tardy three times in 9 weeks this will be counted 

as an absence, and they will receive an office referral. Cell phones: may be used in my class 

occasionally as a technological tool, if they are used while I am giving instruction, lecturing, etc. 

they will be taken up and given to the office and school policy will take it from there. Class Rule: 

We have one class rule, Respect. Students at the junior level understand this term and will be 

required to uphold it with themselves, classmates, teacher, and school. 

  

Parents 

 

If they need any extra help in my class, I will be glad to assist them if they make an appointment 

to meet me. 

 

My email and the school phone number is listed above.  

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

 

 


