
 

 

SHHS Students’ Favorite Teacher: Coach Austin Kidd 
Photo by Jenna Neely 

SHHS Students’ Favorite Staff Member: Mrs. Renay May 
Photo by Jenna Neely 

The 2nd place winners: 
 
Top Left: Mr. Waylon 
Lewallen 
 
Top Right: Mrs. Mary 
Ronda Plant 
 
Bottom: Mr. Jerry 
Applegate 

The 3rd place winners 
 
Top Left: Mr. Shane Plyler 
 
Top Right: Mrs. Allison 
Porter 
 
Bottom: Mrs. Amy Curtis 
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High School Students Choose Favorite Teachers & Staff Members 

 The Spring Hill Gazette held a poll to determine whom the students’ favorite teachers and 
staff members are at Spring Hill High School. Students voted during the week of February 24-28. A 
total of 118 students voted in the poll. The favorite for the teachers, with 16.9 percent of the vote, 
was Coach Austin Kidd. Second and third place both ended in a tie. Mr. Waylon Lewallen and Mrs. 
Mary Ronda Plant each received 8.5 percent of the vote, landing them in second place. Third place 
went to Mr. Shane Plyler and Mrs. Allison Porter, each with 7.6 percent of the vote. Honorable 
mentions for other popular teachers go to Mrs. Margie Guercio, Mrs. Trudy Van Norman, Mrs. Lori 
Chambless, and Mrs. Melanie Tatom.  

The vote for favorite staff member was more straightforward. First place, with an 
overwhelming 48.6 percent of the vote, went to Mrs. Renay May. Second place, with 11.9 percent of 
the vote, went to Mr. Jerry Applegate. Third place, with 7.3 percent of the vote, went to Mrs. Amy 
Curtis. Honorable mentions go to Mr. Brent Mackey, Mrs. Julie Allison, and Mrs. Tracy Moore. Also, 
all of the cafeteria ladies were proven to be pretty popular with the students. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

March 1 – Payton Hardee (4th) 
March 2 – Gabrial Gray (2nd) 
    Collin Morris (9th) 
March 3 – Reed Fisher (5th) 
    Jaycee Wells (1st) 
March 4 – Mr. Shane Plyler 

   Zoey Varner (5th) 
March 6 – Lexi Bobo (3rd) 
    Addison Chandler (7th) 
March 7 – Sonny Clark (1st) 
    Paul Silva (12th) 
    Avril Whipkey (9th) 
March 9 – Lilly Cox (2nd) 
    Blake Townsend (10th) 
March 10 – Eli Askew (K) 
      Emma Bain (10th) 
      Aiden Hartness (6th) 
March 11 – Mrs. Jana Anderson 

     Tristin Barton (5th) 
      Salmata Fadika (11th) 
March 12 – Sophie Aranda (4th) 
      Skylar McDonald (K) 
March 13 – Taylor Flournoy (7th)  

      Kenneth Sanders (4th) 
March 14 – Carter Gilbert (1st) 
       Mrs. Haylee Watson 
March 15 – Mrs. Tabetha Rosenbaum 
March 16 – Terra Aaron (5th) 
      Victoria Franz (11th) 
      Raeli Putman (8th) 
      Mrs. Trudy VanNorman 
March 17 – Lara Aguiar (12th) 

     Conner Dunham (3rd) 
     Alexis Neves (8th) 

March 18 – Griffin Chandler (8th) 
      Haley Gardner (10th) 

     Emersyn Hill (1st) 
      Kendalyn Hinson (3rd) 
March 19 – Anna McCorkle (2nd) 
March 20 – Jonah Grimmett (6th) 
      Matthew Terry (11th) 
      Brooke Tullis (9th) 
March 21 – Kaylee Kidd (9th) 
March 22 – Mr. Patrick Gibson 

     Adam Hammond (1st) 
      Knightley Porter (4th) 
      Sarah Triplett (12th) 
March 23 – Layne Anderson (12th) 

     Clayton Black (2nd) 
March 24 – Adalyn Anderson (3rd) 
      Braxton Bailey (3rd) 
      Mrs. Whitney Britt 
March 25 – Jordyn Murphy (11th) 
      Mrs. Cathy Rothwell 
March 26 – Luke Rider (2nd) 
      Jaxson Stroud (2nd) 
      Madilynn Townsend (6th) 
March 27 – Mollie McBay (11th) 
      Logan Perkins (7th) 
March 28 – Kolby Brown (8th) 
      Darcie Chambless (11th) 
      Chase Yocom (11th) 
March 29 – Mr. Jerry Applegate 

     Madelyn Hooks (8th) 
     Mrs. Carol Ruple 
     Sophie Stewart (1st) 

March 30 – Dr. Peter Maggio 
March 31 – Easton Fox (2nd) 

March Birthdays!! 

Spring Hill’s Future Business Leaders of America, or 
FBLA, team competed at Hempstead Hall on February 5th 
2020 in the district conference. There were 12 people 
competing on the team, with 8 of those placing. Lara Aguiar 
placed 1st in Journalism, and Jade Neal placed 1st in 
Organizational Leadership. Jessie Vickers and Paige Runion 
placed 2nd in Publication Design. Levi Kidd and Tyler 
Rothwell placed 5th in Emerging Business Issues. Andreea 
Ranga and Wyatt Tyler placed 5th in Business Ethics. Also 
competing were Brooklyn Reed (Sports and Entertainment 
Management), Shay Stout (Computer Problem Solving), and 
Austin Wylie (Economics). Cameron Banno (Client Service) 
did not have to compete at the district level, as he has 
received an automatic bye into the state competition. The 
competitors that placed in their competition will compete 
again at the state conference in Little Rock on April 6th, 
2020.  

 

Kindness Event Held at SHHS 
Article by Mollie McBay 

 

The Spring Hill School District held 
their annual Heart of Gold Kindness Event 
on Tuesday, February 24, 2020 in the 
school cafeteria. This event is held to 
honor the memory of Brooke Howard. 
The funds raised for this event are added 
to the Brooke Howard Scholarship, which 
is given to a student at graduation every 
year. The guests were served a home 
cooked meal and entertained by various 
Spring Hill students. 
 

Back Row L-R: Wyatt Tyler, Levi Kidd, Tyler Rothwell, and Camaron 
Banno 
Front Row L-R: Andreea Ranga, Jade Neal, Paige Runion, Lara Aguiar, 
and Jessie Vickers 
Photo by Jenna Neely 

FBLA Attends Spring Conference 
Article by Wyatt Tyler 

 



 

 

L-R: Trenten Searcy, Jessie Vickers, Karsyn Dean, Jenna Neely, Jordyn 
Murphy, and Rilee Hammonds enjoy lunch in the SAU food court. 

                    
 

 

 

 

 
 

Dental Clinic Held at Elementary School 
Article by Jordyn Murphy       Photos by Mollie McBay 

 
On February 11th, 2020, the Arkansas 

Children’s Hospital teamed up with local dentist 
Dr. Robert Carter of Hope to do dental screenings 
and sealants at Spring Hill Elementary School for 
some of the K-3 students. The event was a success, 
and the students really enjoyed it. 
 

 On Friday, February 22, 2020, the National English Honor Society went on a trip to Southern Arkansas 
University in Magnolia, AR. On this trip, the students were able to watch a play showing at 10 AM in the Harton 
Theatre on SAU’s campus. The play was titled Wiley and the Hairy Man. The play seemed to be aimed at 
younger audiences, and the students attending from other schools appeared to be in the lower grades. Although 
most of the SHS students who attended found the play somewhat childish for their liking, all could agree that it 
was better than being at school doing work.  
 Even though the play seemed to be directed to younger children, I think all who attended from NEHS 
could agree that the SAU Theatre department put a great effort into the performance. The puppets used and 
the amount of work the actors put into giving the audience a show seemed to pay off. The play was a little odd, 
but it had a good message. There are many messages that could have been taken from the play, but the main 
one was to face your fears.  
 For those who didn't see the play, Wiley was a young boy who was terrified of ¨the Hairy Man.¨ In the 
play, Wiley had to figure out how to not only outsmart ¨the Hairy Man¨ but also face his fears to protect himself 
and his family.  
 Overall, the trip was a good experience. Students were entertained by sticker bushes moving around and 
speaking on a stage, ate lunch anywhere they pleased at SAU, and got a day away from the stress of high school! 
I bet you can guess our favorite part. 
 

 

National English Honor Society Goes to Southern Arkansas University 
Article by Haylee Miner 

 

L-R: Jade Neal, Raeleigh Morehead, and Riley Elledge at SAU 

Elementary Students Celebrate 
Valentine’s Day 

Article and pictures by Mollie McBay 
 

On February 14, 2020, the Spring 
Hill Elementary School celebrated their 
Valentine’s Day with parties. The students 
brought food, Valentine’s gifts, and 
Valentine’s cards to their classes and 
enjoyed their parties.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitchell’s Missives: Advice from Mitchell Massanelli 
Need Advice? Submit your questions, and Mitchell will answer them! 

Q: What is the appropriate way to take a girl out on a date?  
A: There is really only one way to do this appropriately. You have to be super romantic, 
preferably while eating somewhere fancy, lean in by her ear, and tell her you have a v6 sports 
car. Next tip your fedora and say, “My lady, will you give me a ride to ya heart?” 
-------------------------- 
Q: Any advice for a college to pick?  
A: College is a big part of a person's life and there are plenty of choices to pick from. There are 
many factors to consider, such as price, programs you’re interested in, and distance away 
from home. College can be expensive, but your parents won't be the ones paying for it; you 
will after you’re out. If you are planning to be like me when I’m 35, a billionaire, then the debt 
you will be in won’t be a worry as the millions come by the day.  
 

Student Organization Spotlight 

NHS/Beta 
Article by Hannah Henderson 

 

Beta and the National Honor 
Society are nationwide organizations 
that recognize academic achievement 
for high school students in the United 
States. Both Beta and NHS require 
some sort of service to the community, 
school, or other organizations. In order 
to become a member of Beta, students 
must be in at least the 10th grade and 
have a minimum GPA of 3.25. Some 
requirements to be eligible for NHS are 
that students must be a senior, must 
have a GPA of 3.5 or higher, and have 
to have been in Beta for at least one 
year before senior year. At Spring Hill 
High, there are currently 20 members 
of the National Honor Society. Each 
year they do service projects such as 
food drives and the Angel Christmas 
Tree. They also do fundraisers each 
year selling cookie dough and different 
things.  At the end of the year, they go 
on an end of the year reward trip for 
all of their hard work during the school 
year. 
 

FCA 
Article by Jada Quillin 

 

Spring Hill High School offers a 
student organization called FCA, 
which stands for Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes.  To be a member 
of this organization, students have to 
be an athlete and in at least the 10th 
grade. FCA is a wonderful experience 
for students, where they can meet 
with other Christian athletes, have 
lunch, and listen to the testimony of 
various students and guest speakers. 
FCA is a student led program and 
various churches, youth ministers, 
and college students come to be the 
guest speakers.  
 

Miss Spring Hill Pageant Held 
 

The Miss Spring Hill Pageant was held on 
February 29, 2020 in the school cafeteria.  
There were 6 age divisions. The divisions, along 
with the girls who competed, were: 
 
Toddler Miss – Paisley Reed (winner); Sophia 
Simmons (1st runner up) 
Little Miss – Salem Short (winner) 
Young Miss – Jade Joy (winner); Olivia Simmons 
(1st runner up); Darlene VanNorman (2nd runner 
up) 
Pre-Teen – Zoey Varner (winner) 
Teen – Brooke Tullis (winner); Ali Pierce (1st 
runner up) 
Miss – Kaylee Brooks (winner); Brooklyn Reed; 
Rilee Hammonds 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports 
Introducing the Spring Hill Trap Teams 

Sr. High Trap Team 
 

Layne Anderson 

Wyatt Bailey 

Chaydon Breeding 

Darci Clayton 

Emmie Fuller 

Kyle Gibson 

Alex Gilingham 

Dalton Glover 

Kasen Korenek 

Eli Pierce 

Averi Powell 
Colin Purifoy 

Tyler Rothwell 
Tucker Runion 

Blake Townsend 

Cade Watson 

Cody Wright 

Nick Yates 
 

 

Jr. High Trap Team 
 

Kason Akin 
Braysen Applegate 

Tiffany Baker 
Lane Black 
Baili Butler 

Keira Cantwell 
Layla Cantwell 

Riley Crews 
Maddox Dickson 

Jett Durham 
Micah Hardee 

Aiden Hartness 
Trent Hammond 

Kelsi Korenek 
Lowe Marcum 
Corbin Overton 
Logan Perkins 

Ali Pierce 
Erik Smillie 

Ethan Smillie 
Jaxon Smith 

Cora Townsend 
Madilynn Townsend 

Dalton West 



 

 

 

Sr. High Basketball Season Ends 
Sr. Boys Article by Dawson Calhoun          Sr. Girls Article by Trenten Searcy & Chase Yocom 

Sr. Boys 
The Spring Hill Bears traveled to the Fordyce Redbugs on 

February 3, 2020. In the first quarter, the Bears came out striking 
on all cylinders and gained a big lead over the Redbugs. In the 
second quarter, the Bears stayed hot, hitting most of their shots, 
and went into halftime up by 11. Coming out of halftime, the Bears 
slowed down some, and the Redbugs made their move and took 
the lead going into the fourth quarter of the game. During the 
fourth, the Bears tried to retake the lead, but after turning the ball 
over one too many times, the Bears fell short to the Redbugs with 
a final score of 62-67. 

On February 4, the Spring Hill Bears host the Hampton 
Bulldogs. The Bears came out ready to play and tied the score by 
the end of the first. Going into the second quarter, the Bears 
continued to fight against the Bulldogs, and went into halftime 
with a still tied score of 19-19. The Bears started the third quarter 
off right as they got ahead of the Bulldogs by the end of the 
quarter. However, during the fourth quarter the Bears couldn't 
hold onto the lead and let the Bulldogs fight back and get ahead. 
The Bears tried hard but fell short to the Hampton Bulldogs with a 
final score of 47-50. 

On February 7, the Spring Hill Bears headed to Lafayette 
County. The Bears started the game strong, gaining a big lead 
going into the second quarter. The Bears stayed hot and 
maintained their lead over the Cougars going into halftime. 
Coming out of halftime, the Cougars stepped up their game and 
started making a move on the Bears, but the Bears held on 
and kept the lead going into the fourth quarter. The Bears came 
into the fourth quarter struggling hard for the first time, and the 
Cougars took the lead at the end of the game. The Bears fell short 
to the Cougars with a final score of 57-63. 

On February 11, the Bears played the Parker Chapel 
Trojans. The Bears started the game eager to win and took the lead 
by the end of the first quarter. The Bears stayed red hot during the 
second quarter and maintained their lead going into halftime. The 
Bears came out of halftime struggling and played a rough third 
quarter, but they got back on track in the fourth quarter to roll 
past the Trojans for a win with a final score of 68-62. 

On February 14, the Bears played the Junction City 
Dragons for the Senior Night game. The seniors for the Bears are 
Colby Light, Brady Whatley, Layne Anderson, Bradey Powell, Paul 
Silva, Jirakit “Pup” Arunnitithum, and Yotaro “Yoyo” Hatashima. In 
the first quarter, the Bears started off firing on all cylinders. They 
held the lead through the first and second quarters. Coming out of 
halftime, the Bears stayed red hot, playing well going into the 
fourth quarter. In the fourth quarter, the Bears fell apart, and the 
Dragons found a way to ease past the Bears. The Bears fell to the 
Dragons with a final score of 47-53. 

On February 18, the SH Bears played the Bearden Bears 
for the first round of the district tournament. The SH Bears came 
into this game looking for their first district win in many years. In 
the first quarter, the SH Bears struck first, taking an early lead over 
the Bearden Bears. In the second quarter, the SH Bears stumbled a 
little bit as the Bearden Bears took a one point lead going into 
halftime. Coming out of halftime, the SH Bears found their groove 
and rolled past Bearden for their first district win in years with a 
final score of 48-39. 

On February 19, the Spring Hill Bears played the Junction 
City Dragons for the second round of the district tournament in 
Hampton, Arkansas. The Bears played well in the first quarter, 
playing lockdown defense and scoring well. During the second 
quarter, the Bears began to stumble a little bit and gave the 
Dragons the opportunity to take the lead by halftime. Coming out 
of halftime, the Bears couldn't find their groove and started to fall 
apart. During the last quarter, the Bears made a solid effort, but it 
was too late. The Bears fell to the Dragons with a final score of 58-
73.  

The Bears ended their season with a 6-10 record in 
conference play and a 12-14 overall record. 

 

Sr. Girls 
On February 4, 2020 The Spring Hill Lady Bears played 

a home game against the Hampton Lady Bulldogs. The first 
quarter started off really well for the Lady Bears. They were up 
16-9 by the end of the first. During the second quarter, the Lady 
Bears slowed down, and the Lady Bulldogs had a good run and 
closed the gap. By halftime, the score was 22-21 with the Lady 
Bears still in the lead. In the third quarter, the Lady Bulldogs got 
ahead by 1, bringing the score to 34-35. At the end of the game, 
the Lady Bears fell short and lost with a final score of 44-50. 

On February 7, the Lady Bears played an away game 
against the Lafayette County Lady Cougars. At the end of the 
first, it was a two-point game in favor of the Lady Bears with a 
score of 8-6. By the end of the first half, the score was 20-16 
with the Lady Bears still on top. At the start of the second half, 
the Lady Bears came out hot, scoring 17 points while the Lady 
Cougars only put up 7. The Lady Bears finished the game strong, 
scoring 14 more points to the Lady Cougars’ 4 points, to end the 
game with a win with a final score of 51-27. 

On February 11, the Lady Bears played an away game 
against the Parkers Chapel Lady Trojans. During the first 
quarter, the Lady Bears got off to a rough start, ending the 
quarter with a score of 4-13. The second quarter didn’t go any 
better, and the Lady Bears went into halftime down with a score 
of 6-19. During the third quarter, the Lady Trojans maintained 
their lead, and the Lady Bears were still down with a score of 
19-33. The fourth quarter saw the Lady Bears picking up the 
pace, but, by this time, it was too late. The Lady Bears fell to the 
Lady Trojans with a final score of 38-44. 

On February 14, the Spring Hill Lady Bears played their 
last home game on Senior Night against the Junction City Lady 
Dragons. The senior girls are Jada Quillin, Kaylee Brooks, Keely 
Plyler, Lexie Chambless, Jade Neal, and Sarah Triplett. During 
the first quarter, the girls started off what would turn out to be 
a one-sided game with a score of 24-6. During the second 
quarter, the Lady Bears stretched their lead for a score of 43-15. 
In the third quarter, the Lady Bears slowed down a little, but 
still held a big lead with a score of 53-20. During the fourth 
quarter, the Lady Bears had such a large lead that the coach 
subbed out the seniors to let other players get some game time. 
The Lady Bears easily pulled out a victory with a final score of 
60-26. 

On February 20, 2020, the Spring Hill Lady Bears played 
against the Lafayette County Lady Cougars in Hampton in the 
third round of the district tournament. In the first quarter, the 
lady bears came out hot and scored 20 points to the Lady 
Cougars’ 8 points. By the end of the first half, the Lady Bears 
had extended their lead with a score of 34-19. In the third 
quarter, the Lady Bears stayed on top, scoring 14 points, while 
the Lady Cougars scored 7. The Lady Bears added 10 more to 
the scoreboard during the fourth quarter to win the game with 
a final score of 58-40. 

On February 21, the Lady Bears played the Fordyce 
Lady Redbugs in the second round of the district tournament, 
after receiving an automatic bye for the first round. In the first 
quarter, the Lady Bears scored one less point than the Lady 
Redbugs for a score of 9-10. By the end of the first half, the Lady 
Redbugs extended their lead, and the halftime score was 16-24 
in favor of the Lady Redbugs. Both teams scored 10 points in 
the third quarter, making the score 26-34. The Lady Redbugs 
outpaced the Lady Bears in the fourth quarter. The Lady Bears 
lost to the Lady Redbugs with a final score of 32-49. 

On February 27, the Spring Hill Lady Bears played the 
Murfreesboro Lady Rattlers in the first round of the regional 
tournament. The game started out slow with a 3-3 score by the 
end of the first quarter. At the end of the first half, the lady 
bears had the lead with a score of 11-9. The Lady Rattlers made 
a comeback in the third quarter and pulled ahead to make the 
score 19-20. The Lady Bears were unable to pull back ahead and 
finished the game with a final score of 22-31. 
 The Spring Hill Lady Bears finished their season with a 
11-5 record in conference play and 17-9 overall record. 



 

 

Brady and Ryan Whatley after their 7th place finish. 

Ethan Smillie fishes on Lake Greeson 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
 

       

           

Date Opponent Sr. Boys Sr. Girls Jr. Boys Jr. Girls 

11/14 Bradley 52-54 (L) 57-33 (W)   

11/18 Dierks   23-71 (L) 43-44 (L) 

11/19 Horatio 80-56 (W)  27-21(W) 16-49 (L) 

11/21 Foreman  50-36 (W) 22-43 (L) 47-26 (W) 

12/2 Magnet Cove 53-54 (L)    

12/9 Bearden 56-49 (W) 37-40 (L)   

12/13 Genoa Central 68-63 (W) 59-34 (W)   

12/17 Woodlawn 61-65 (L) 53-43 (W)  38-8 (W) 

12/20 Hampton 66-53 (W) 52-48 (W) 13-39 (L)  

1/7 Parkers Chapel 45-60 (L) 48-43 (W) 30-46 (L) 45-48 (L) 

1/9 Lafayette County 74-67 (W) 53-28 (W) 22-46 (L)  

1/11 Strong/Earl 60-52 (W) Blue/Gold game due 
to forfeit by Earl 

  

1/14 Junction City 40-59 (L) 51-41 (W) 22-49 (L) 32-7 (W) 

1/17 Harmony Grove 62-41 (W) 34-25 (W) 21-42 (L) 39-37 (W) 

1/23 Harmony Grove 61-69 (L) 27-32 (L)   

1/24 Fordyce 46-67 (L) 52-41 (L)  37-36 (W) 

1/28 Bearden 52-46 (W) 57-42 (W) 24-48 (L)  

1/30 Woodlawn 63-68 (L) 50-48 (W)   

 2/3 Fordyce 62-67 (L) 34-40 (L)   

2/4 Hampton 47-50 (L) 44-50 (L)   

2/7 Lafayette County 57-63 (L) 53-27 (W)   

2/11 Parkers Chapel 68-62 (W) 38-46 (L)   

2/14 Junction City 47-53 (L) 60-26 (W)   

Bass Fishing Team Competes 
Article by Taylor Brown 

 

The Spring Hill Bass Fishing team 
competed in the Trader Bills Lake Greeson High 
School Bass Fishing Tournament on February 15, 
2020. Three pairs ended the competition in the 
Top 10. Austin Stone and Lane Dillard finished 
the day in 4th place. Ryan Whatley and Raney 
Foster ended up in 7th place. Collin Morris and 
Blake Townsend took 10th place.  

The team then competed on February 22 
in the Arkansas Youth Federation Team Trail 
Tournament, also at Lake Greeson. Brady 
Whatley and Ryan Whatley finished in 7th place. 

The next competition for the team will 
be on March 14 at Lake Ouachita. 

Jr. Bears and Jr. Lady Bears End Season with District Tournament 
Jr. Boys Article by Brooklyn Reed          Jr. Girls Article by Jessie Vickers 

 

Jr. Boys 
The Spring Hill Jr. Bears finished their 

season with a loss in the first round of the junior 
high district tournament against the Lafayette 
County Jr. Cougars. The Jr. Bears put up a good 
fight but came up short ending the game with a 
final score of 44-47.  

As a close community, we are very proud of 
the boys for putting up a good fight and never 
quitting this season.  
 

Jr. Girls 
On February 4, the Spring Hill Jr. Lady 

Bears won against the Hampton Jr. Lady Bulldogs 
with a final score of 41-20. On February 7, the Jr. 
Lady Bears lost against Lafayette County Jr. Lady 
Cougars with a final score of 27-52.  On February 
12, the Jr. Lady Bears competed in the district 
tournament, which was hosted at Lafayette 
County. They played against the Bearden Jr. Lady 
Bears and won with a final score of 46-31. On 
February 13, the Lady Bears fell short against the 
Parkers Chapel Lady Trojans with a score of 46-
27, ending their season. 
 The Jr. Lady Bears did an amazing job this 
season, and everyone is very proud of their 
efforts. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

         

       
 

 

  
 

 

                  

              
       
         

 

 
  

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends from Faraway Lands 

Sierra Leone 
Interview & article by Lara Aguiar 

Sierra Leone is a country in West Africa, most known for the 
white-sand beaches lining the Freetown Peninsula in the 
Atlantic Ocean. Its main economic activity is mining, especially 
of diamonds, and it is home to the third largest natural harbor 
in the world. The country’s capital, Freetown, is located in a 
region of thickly wooded mountains. The climate is tropical, 
characterized by the alternation of rainy and dry seasons, and 
conditions are usually hot and humid. Sierra Leone has about 18 
ethnic groups, with the Mende and Temne being the largest 
ones. English, which is the official language, is used in 
administration, education, and commerce, but different ethnic 
groups use other languages. About two-thirds of the population 
is Muslims, one-fourth are Christians, and a small part of the 
population practices a variety of other traditional religions. 

 

The flag of Sierra Leone 

Salmata Keziah Fadika 
 

Q: What are your favorite things about Sierra Leone?  
A: The beaches and the peaceful coexistence without 
racial barriers.  
 
Q: What would you like to tell others about Sierra 
Leone?  
A: We’ve got beautiful beaches, restaurants, lots of 
tribes (ethnic groups) like the Fula, Krio, Kono, etc. We 
speak English, but our local language is "Creole" 
(example: “How the body? You wan for eat 
something?” means, "How are you doing? Do you 
want to eat something?"). We also have religions like 
Christianity and Islam. Sierra Leone is a heterogeneous 
society (we live in harmony).  
 
Q: Why did you want to study in the U.S?  
A: The United States is known for higher education 
opportunities. Studying in the United States allows 
me, as a student, to get the best experience with the 
diversity of American cultures.  
 
Q: What has been the biggest culture shock/difference 
that you have had to get used to?  
A: I think my first time traveling by myself on a plane 
and going to a place I had never been before.  
 
Q: What has been your favorite part about being over 
here?  
A: Spending time with my family during thanksgiving, 
going to the fair with my friends, swimming in 
Millwood Lake, and dancing in TJ Maxx with my host 
sister.  
 
Q: How are the school systems here and in Sierra 
Leone the same/different?  
A: Sierra Leone is similar to the United States in terms 
of language (we learn in English at school). It’s 
different from the United States in terms of time 
periods. Those who are in public schools, from the 10-
12 grades, go to school from 12:00pm to 6:00pm, 
except the private schools that go from 7:30am to 
3:00pm. In the United States, the classes are called 
"grades”, but in Sierra Leone we say "JSS" for juniors 
and “SSS” for seniors.  
 
Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here and 
in Sierra Leone?  
A: I listen to music, watch movies, go shopping, and 
hang out with friends.  
 
Q: What do you want to do after you finish school? 
A: I want to work in a bank as an accountant and be a 
flight attendant. 

Q: What will you tell your family about your experience in the U.S 
when you return home?  
A: I have experienced that Americans are kind people; even if you 
don’t know them, they will always say hi.  Also, living with my host 
family has been the best thing I have ever experienced before, 
especially when we go out to eat and to watch games together. 
Americans celebrate Thanksgiving, Halloween, Martin Luther King 
Day and many more. Having an opportunity to explore different 
cultures and places is a great thing. 
 

 



 

 

The flag of Moldova 

Soroca Fort in Soroca, Moldova 

 

 

 

  

              
                    

 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Moldova 
Interview & article by Lara Aguiar 

Andreea Ranga 
 

Q: What are your favorite things about Moldova? 
A: The culture. You can find a diversity of people who have 
different backgrounds, religions, and traditions. It’s always fun 
to interact and make new friends. You can learn many 
languages such as Russian, Ukrainian, Bulgarian, French, 
English, etc. 
 
Q: What would you like to tell others about Moldova? 
A: Moldovans are very friendly when we talk to tourists. If you 
take pictures next to a monument and speak another 
language, they will invite you to their house and ask you 
millions of questions. Moldovans will feed you, tell you about 
our country, and also probably invite you to a wedding. 
 
Q: Why did you want to study in the US? 
A: My sister was an exchange student in 2016 in Ohio, so I was 
impressed and motivated by her experience. I wanted to try 
something else, improve my English, challenge myself, and, at 
the same time, live the American Dream.  
 
Q: What has been the biggest culture shock/difference that 
you have had to get used to? 
A: The time difference (8 hours). It happened during the first 
days I arrived here. Basically, I was very tired and wanted to 
sleep all the time. 
 
Q: What has been your favorite part about being over here? 
A: I love nature. There are a lot of nice places in Arkansas, and 
also in the USA, that really impressed me. All of those trees, 
insects, and animals create a nice atmosphere. 
 
Q: How are the school systems here and in Moldova the 
same/different? 
A: They are pretty different. I will not say that one is better 
than the other, but, back in my home country, you are 
required to take the classes that they provide. It means that 
your schedule on Monday through Friday will be different. You 
learn Physics, Chemistry, English, French, Math, and 10 other 
subjects. 
 
Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here and in 
Moldova? 
A:I usually watch movies, spend time with my family, go out 
with my friends, and enjoy life. 
 
Q: What do you want to do after you finish school? 
A: I want to apply to a good college. I am still thinking about 
becoming a doctor or an engineer (aeronautics). 
  
 

 

Moldova is a country in Eastern Europe and formerly 
part of the Soviet Republic. Its territory includes rocky hills, 
forests, and vineyards. The official language is Romanian, and the 
population is around 3 million people. Moldova is most known 
for its wine and religious buildings, such as churches and 
monasteries. The climate there is usually warm and moderately 
continental. However, extreme low temperatures can be found in 
the north, and extreme high temperatures can be found in the 
south. About 75% of Moldova’s population consists of ethnic 
Moldovans, but the country also counts a small percentage of 
Romanians, Ukrainians, Russians and Bulgarians. The biggest 
majority of the population is Eastern Orthodox Christians, but 
small Muslim and Jewish communities also can be found. 

 

 
Q: What will you tell your family about your experiences in the 
US when you return home? 
A: It was an amazing experience. I definitely learned a lot of 
things about life, and I became more independent. I also met 
really nice people here. I hope to maintain my relationship 
with them when I go back home, and I will be very glad to see 
them one day in Moldova. 

 



 

 

Calendar/Announcements 
03/10/2020 

03/12/2020 – 

03/14/2020 

03/20/2020 

03/23/2020 – 

03/27/2020 

03/31/2020 – 

04/02/2020 

04/10/2020 

04/14/2020 – 

04/15/2020 

04/16/2020 – 

04/17/2020 

04/21/2020 – 

04/23/2020 

04/29/2020 

05/11/2020 

05/15/2020 

05/18/2020 

05/22/2020 

05/25/2020 

05/28/2020 

ACT Test for 11th grade 

21st Annual Spring Hill FFA Rodeo @ Hope Fair Park Coliseum 

 

Elementary Honor Roll assembly 

No school (Spring Break) 

 

K-Round-Up 

 

No school (Good Friday) 

ACT Aspire Test for 7th-8th grades 

 

ACT Aspire Test for 9th-10th grades 

 

ACT Aspire Test for 3rd-6th grades 

 

School early dismissal (2:30) 

Graduation 

Elementary Field Day 

Kindergarten Graduation 

Elementary Honor Roll assembly 

No school (Memorial Day) 

Last day of school 

 

Students: Don’t forget to turn in your class dues!! 

 

 


