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The Foreign Exchange Experience 
Article by Lara Aguiar      Photo by Jessie Vickers 

     An exchange program is not an easy experience. Leaving our family, our friends, and the life we had been 
living for years behind just so we can start all over again somewhere else is hard. Even harder because 
“somewhere else” in this case means a different country with a different language, a different culture, and 
different people.  
     “Teaching foreign exchange students is typically a great experience. It’s a great opportunity to share my 
knowledge but also gain knowledge about their country, life and culture as well. It is a great opportunity for the 
SH students to be exposed to different cultures and experiences. One of the best things about it is gaining 
different opinions and perspectives on issues and topics discussed in my class”- Mr. Lewallen, teacher at Spring 
Hill High School. 
    From the moment we decide that we are going on an exchange program, we think about the family that is 
going to host us. Besides the visa, the passport, the contracts, and all the documents, we also have to fill out a 
really long application with our personal information just so our program and our coordinator can find the 
right place for us, and the months of waiting are full of expectations. When we finally get there, there are a lot 
of challenges when it comes to living with people we don’t know anything about and adapting to a new routine 
with new habits.  
     According to Andreea Ranga, from Moldova, “The most important thing, if you want to be a part of the 
family, is to be open minded. You have to talk to everyone and learn a lot of new things from them.” 
     Each exchange student comes to America with a different English level. Having classes, communicating, and 
expressing ourselves in another language is really complicated, especially at the beginning, but we all improve 
a lot with time.  
     When it comes to the school part, some people think that our concerns are all about the new subjects, our 
grades (that have to be high, or we can be sent back to our home countries) or even the language, but, to be 
honest, one of the hardest parts about going to school in a new country is making friends. People already have 
their “groups”. They’ve known each other for years, and we totally get that, but it would be a lie to say that is 
not hard to “fit in” sometimes. Of course, it gets better with time, but thinking that we are being inconvenient 
for inviting ourselves to go somewhere with new friends or asking for a ride because exchange students usually 
can’t drive is a feeling that takes a long time to go away. When we finally get the chance to get to know them 
better, it’s awesome, and our exchange year becomes so much fun. 
     According to Mitchell Massanelli, a Spring Hill High School student, “Studying in a school with exchange 
students is pretty cool because they can teach you about their life in their home countries”. 
     We only have 10 months to make incredible memories, get out of our comfort zone, experience as many 
new things as possible, meet new people, and make new friends. In these months, we end up building a 
second life different from everything we used to know; we become more independent and learn things that 
we didn’t even know about ourselves in the process. An exchange program is not just a year in our lives; it’s a 
life in a year. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 1 – Mason Griffin (1st) 
December 2 – Camron Corbridge (1st) 
         Zoie Ramsey (K) 
         Paige Runion (11th) 
December 3 – Leanna Adair (K) 

        Layla Applegate (5th) 
         Jirakit Arunnitithum (12th) 
         Mrs. Amy Curtis 
         Braxton Murphy (1st) 
         Colt Smith (12th) 
December 4 – Jenna McCain (8th) 
December 5 – Mrs. Morgan Fox 

        Dalton Gammage (10th) 
December 6 – William Green (7th) 
          Coach Roy Whatley 
December 7 – Jesse Ohmart (8th) 
December 8 – Ethan Aaron (4th) 
          Joshua Aaron (4th) 
          Justin Loe (8th) 
          Michael Poole (11th) 
          Emma Rhodes (7th) 
December 10 – Londynn Corbridge (K) 

          Caden Mauldin (6th) 
December 11 – Kyzer Akin (8th) 

          Michael Grigson (1st) 
          Peyton Haddix (1st) 
          Emma Johnson (1st) 

December 12 – Kelsea Beasley (12th) 
            Tollie Bissell (1st) 
            Baili Butler (7th) 
            Ellanora Dunham (6th) 
            Cassidy Grant (7th) 
December 13 – Kyle Gibson (9th) 
December 14 – Mrs. Cindreon Lewis 

           Mrs. Barbara Shirey 
           Liley Tuttle (2nd) 

December 15 – Riley Crews (7th) 
December 16 – Christopher Corbridge (4th) 
December 17 – Whitt Barnett (4th) 

           Arlee Pearce (12th) 
           Carson Townsend (4th) 

December 20 – Colin Purifoy (10th) 
December 21 – Mrs. Amanda Quillin 
December 22 – Mrs. Mary Plant 

           Wyett Powell (2nd) 
            Trevor Sinyard (6th) 
December 24 – Jenna Aaron (7th) 
           Brady Whatley (12th) 
December 26 – Jett Durham (7th) 
            Jackson Lewis (8th) 
December 27 – Darci Clayton (9th) 
December 28 – Sierra Britton (12th) 

           Kayelen Marlar (12th) 
           Mrs. Cassidy Whatley 

December 31 – Marie Desarnaud (12th) 

 

December / January Birthdays!! 

January 1 – Carson McMullan (11th) 
January 2 – Austin Applegate (7th) 
     Mylee Bobo (8th) 
     Emma Smith (1st) 
January 3 – Hollynn Ennis (2nd) 
     Natalie Green (2nd) 
January 4 – Lillie Robb (5th) 
     Cyril Stewart (4th) 
     Allison Townsend (2nd) 
January 6 – Olivia Carey (2nd) 
     Mrs. Allison Porter 
January 7 – Alyssa Porter (5th) 
January 8 – Raleigh McMurrough (4th) 
January 9 – Braxton Brown (8th) 
     Bryce Brown (8th) 
     Navaya Colon (9th) 
     Sarah Helmick (11th) 
     Brayden Marionneaux (K) 
January 11 – Jaycee Harding (K) 
January 12 – Jacob Franklin (10th) 
January 14 – Maci Farris (3rd) 
       Mrs. Sandra Hill 
       Salem Short (1st) 
January 15 – Shay Stout (11th) 
January 16 – Camaron Banno (12th) 
       James Calhoun (1st) 
January 17 – Lexie Chambless (12th) 
       Pacer Judd (K) 
       Magdalen McNiel (K) 
January 18 – Eric Curtis (1st) 
       Mrs. Cathy Johnson 
       Mrs. Judith Smith 
January 19 – Ryleigh Kretz (8th) 
       Dylan Powell (9th) 
January 22 – Mrs. Katie Johnson 
January 25 – Corbin Overton (8th) 
January 26 – Mrs. Crystal Anderson 
           Yotaro Hatashima (12th) 
January 27 – Jade Neal (12th) 
           Cally Sullivan (9th) 
January 29 – Joshlyn Brown (K) 
           Nash Mullins (K) 
January 30 – Ethan Kidd (7th) 
           Jerry Lee (2nd) 
January 31 – Mason Griffin (1st) 

SHHS FCCLA Attends District Conference 

 The Spring Hill High School FCCLA attended the 
District V Fall Conference on December 4, 2019.  While at 
the conference, Darci Durham was installed as the 2020-
2021 FCCLA District V President. Also, members of the 
group competed in various events at the district 
competition. The following students secured a spot in the 
state STAR events competition in March. 
- Isabella Lewallen & Brooke Tullis for Repurpose and 
Redesign 
- Navaya Colon, Kaylee Kidd, & Averi Powell for Promote 
and Publicize FCCLA 
- Claira Lee & Addie Carrillo for Chapter Review Display 

SH Elementary School Holds Spelling Bee 
Article by Chase Yocom 

On December 6, 2019, the Spring Hill 
Elementary School held a spelling bee. The 1st and 
2nd place winners will compete at the Southwest 
Coop in January for the Hempstead County Spelling 
Bee. The winners were:  

 
4th grade: 1st place - Alex Odom; 2nd place - Isabella 
Phillips; 3rd place - Madison Vickers.  
 
5th grade: 1st place - Aidan Chambless; 2nd place - 
Trevor Gibson; 3rd place - Tristan Fugitt. 
  
6th grade: 1st place - Aiden Hartness; 2nd place - 
Layla Cantwell; 3rd place - Jackson Hartsfield 
 

 

L-R: Claira Lee, Addie Carrillo, Averi Powell, Kaylee Kidd, Navaya Colon, Brooke 

Tullis, & Isabella Lewallen 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

I’m Thankful For… 
Article by Jada Quillin & Hannah Henderson         Pictures by Jenna Neely & Lara Aguiar 

 
“…spending time with family and lots of good food.” 
- Mrs. Lindsey Whatley 

 

 
“…spending time with my family and the food.” 
- Kaylee Brooks, 12th grade 

 

 
“…my momma that takes good care of me and 
my school.” - Enrique Campos, 11th grade 

 

 
“…my family and eating good.”- Mr. Brent 

Mackey  
 

 

 
“…my time here as an exchange student.”  
- Marie Desarnaud, 12th grade 

 

“…everything! Getting to see another day.”  
- Michael Poole, 11th grade 

 

 
“…time with family & the food.” - Mrs. Kathy Smith 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

       
 

 

                                        
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports 
Meet the Basketball Teams 

Sr. High Boys 
Layne Anderson 

Jirakit Arunnitithum 
Garrison Brown 
Matthew Bruce 

Yotaro Hatishima 
Colby Light 

Naoyo Okumura 
Paul Paredes 
Brady Powell 
Colin Purifoy 

Trenten Searcy 
Trent Tipton 

Brady Whatley 
Tanner Woodell 

Austin Wylie 
Chase Yocom 

Jr. High Boys 
Brayson Applegate 

Griffin Chandler 
Jarett Cox 

Charlie Ford 
Dalton Glover 

Joshua Grimmett 
Jackson Lewis 
Levin McGuire 
Trent McGuire 

Eli Pierce 
Cooper Plyler 
Tucker Runion 

Ryan Sooter 
Austin Stone 
Cade Watson 
Andrew Wylie 

Sr. High Girls 
Lara Aguiar 
Sadie Bacon 

Kaylee Brooks 
Darcie Chambless 
Lexie Chambless 
Salmata Fadika 
Victoria Franz 

Nora Gudel 
Rilee Hammonds 

Jade Neal 
Keely Plyler 
Jada Quillin 

Juliette Radtke 
Andreea Ranga 
Brooklyn Reed 

Tara Reeves 
Paige Runion 
Raley Sullivan 
Sara Triplett 

Maria Fernanda Valdes 
Jessie Vickers 

Jr. High Girls 
Blakelee Adams 

Tiffany Baker 
Mylee Bobo 
Mazie Bright 

Reynlee Brown 
Darci Clayton 

Camryn Dickson 
Cheyenne Drews 

Darci Durham 
Riley Ennis 

Libby Flowers 
Ryleigh Kretz 

Emily Link 
Jenna McCain 

 

 
Erin McMaster 

Cameron Porter 
Averi Powell 
Ava Purifoy 

Raeli Putman 
Cally Sullivan 

Kelsie Thompson 

 

Photo by Lara Aguiar 

Photo by Jenna Neely 

Photo by Lara Aguiar Photo by Jessie Vickers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Date Opponent Sr. Boys Sr. Girls Jr. Boys Jr. Girls 

11/14 Bradley 52-54 (L) 57-33 (W)   

11/18 Dierks   23-71 (L) 43-44 (L) 

11/19 Horatio 80-56 (W)  27-21(W) 16-49 (L) 

11/21 Foreman  50-36 (W) 22-43 (L) 47-26 (W) 

12/2 Magnet Cove 53-54 (L)    

12/9 Bearden 56-49 (W) 37-40 (L)   

12/13 Genoa     

12/17 Woodlawn     

12/20 Hampton     

1/7 Parkers Chapel     

1/9 Lafayette County     
1/11 Strong     

1/14 Junction City     

1/17 Harmony Grove     

1/23 Harmony Grove     

1/24 Fordyce     

1/28 Bearden     

1/30 Woodlawn     

 2/3 Fordyce     

2/4 Hampton     

2/7 Lafayette County     

2/11 Parkers Chapel     

2/14 Junction City     

Sr. High Boys First Home Basketball Game a Success 
Article by Dawson Calhoun 

The Spring Hill Bears hosted their first home game of the year against the Horatio Lions on 
November 19. Last year the Bears shut out the Lions on their home court, and they were looking to 
do that again this year at home. In the first quarter, the Bears got off to a hot start and lead the 
lions by 19 with a score of 26-7 at the end of the first. At the start of the second quarter, the Bears 
come out struggling a little on both offense and defense as the Lions put 17 points on the board. 
The Bears only put up 15 points by the end of the second quarter, making the score at halftime 41-
24. Coming out of halftime, the Bears were ready to play. They scored 23 points in the third 
quarter, leading the Lions by 18 with a third quarter score of 64-46. At the start of the fourth 
quarter, the Bears came out playing lockdown defense on the Lions, and held them to only 10 
points in the fourth quarter. The Bears rolled through the Lions with a final score of 80-56. Layne 
Anderson led scoring for the night with 30 points on the home opener. 
 

Sr. High Girls Open Basketball Season with Wins 
Article by Brooklyn Reed 

The Spring Hill Sr. High Lady Bears basketball team has kicked off their season with two games to 
date. Normally, the Lady Bears would have played in the Ouachita Baptist Tournament, but, 
unfortunately, the tournament did not make this year. So far this season, the Lady Bears have played 
the Foreman Lady Gators and the Bradley Lady Bears. The SH Lady Bears came out on top in each 
game. They beat the Bradley Lady Bears with a final score of 57 - 33. The top scorers for that game 
were Jada Qullin with 10 points, Paige Runion and Brooklyn Reed with 9 points each, and Raley 
Sullivan with 8 points. They won their game against the Lady Gators with a final score of 50 - 36. The 
top scorers were Brooklyn Reed with 13 points, Lexie Chambless with 9 points, and Paige Runion with 
8 points.  

Jr. Boys Struggle with Season Open 
Article by Wyatt Tyler 

The Spring Hill Jr. High Boys basketball 
team is playing hard this season. The boys 
started their season on November 18 against 
the Dierks Outlaws. The Jr. Bears came up short 
in this game with a final score of 23-71. On 
November 19, they played against the Horatio 
Lions, winning their second game with a score of 
27 to 21. On November 21st, the Jr. Bears had 
another rough game, this time against the 
Foreman Gators, which ended with a final score 
of 22 to 43. 
 

Jr. Girls Hopeful That the Tides Have Turned 
Article by Johnny Zacarias & Mitchell Massanelli 

The Spring Hill Jr. High Lady Bears kicked off 
their season by playing the Dierks Jr. High Lady 
Outlaws. The Jr. Lady Bears fell to the Outlaws with 
a final score of 43-44. They then played the Horatio 
Jr. High Lady Lions with a final score of 16-49, giving 
Horatio the win. While their season had a rough 
start, they turned the tables with their third game. 
They played the Foreman Jr. High Lady Gators, 
gaining their first win with a final score of 47-26. 
Hopefully, they will continue this momentum 
through the rest of their season. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

         

       
  
 

 

 

 

 

                   

              
       
         

 
                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends from Faraway Lands 

Germany 
Interviews & article by Trenten Searcy & Haylee Minor 

Germany is located in Central Europe between Belgium 
and Poland. It is the seventh-largest country in Europe, 
containing sixteen states. The population of Germany is 
approximately 81 million people. The cost to attend a 
university there is free for anyone who chooses. The 
traditional clothing worn are lederhosen(leather trousers 
that are usually knee-length) and dirndl(a ruffled apron 
dress consisting of a bodice, or blouse, and a shirt). Sixty-
five percent of highways in Germany are autobahns, 
meaning they have no speed limits. There are over 2100 
castles around Germany. It was the first country in the 
world to adopt Daylight Savings Time in the midst of 
World War I. There are thirty-five different dialects of the 
German language. 

 

Brandenburger Gate in Berlin, Germany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The flag of Germany 

Aurelia Koester 
Photo by Jenna Neely 

Aurelia Koester 
 
Q: What are your favorite things about Germany? 
A: “I love my city’s lifestyle, appearance, and the home-feel 
it gives me. I miss the food we have there; the food isn’t bad 
here, but German food is different. I love the independent 
travel back home. You can walk, ride a bike, drive, or 
whatever your choice of travel is there. Here, it’s not really 
recommended that you walk or ride a bike somewhere on 
your own. There, I can walk to my favorite restaurant 
whenever I want. I like how my school works. There is no 
dress code, so we can wear almost anything we want, unlike 
here. My school in Germany also has less hours. I attend for 
six hours, but we also have an hour break. Some attend for 
eight hours, but they may get two separate hour breaks.”  
 
Q: What would you like to tell others about Germany? 
A: “There’s so many things you can do in Germany. I mean 
you might be able to do more in the US too, but not in this 
small of a town. No offense. Also, there’s not an expected 
religious attendance in Germany. I know you don’t have to 
attend church here, but it just seems like you’re expected 
to.” 
 
Q: Why did you want to study in the US?  
A: “Not many students get the opportunity to study in 
another country. I did. How could I not take the chance? 
Also, I just really wanted to learn about America. I wanted to 
learn about the culture, the average American lifestyle, the 
people, etc. Not to mention, most foreign countries watch 
American movies. I wanted to see if that’s what life in 
America is really like.” 
 
Q: What has been the biggest culture shock/difference that 
you have had to get used to? 
A: “Everything. The people, the school, the small city, the 
travel. Just everything. I mean this school is so different from 
my school back home. Also, this city is so rural. That alone is 
so different and something I’ve had to get used to.” 
 
Q: What has been your favorite part about being over here?  
A: “I’ve really enjoyed learning what American lifestyle is 
actually like compared to the movies. Another thing that has 
been kind of a shock is how nice the people are here. The 
people here are so different from the people in Germany.” 
 
Q: How are the school systems here and in Germany the 
same/different? 
A: “They don’t really have similarities other than they’re 
both for education purposes. Some of the differences I’ve 
mentioned previously. My school in Germany doesn’t have a 
dress code. I only attend six hours each day there. It’s weird 
that you have to raise your hand to talk in class here. 
Another thing that’s different is the relationships students 
have with their teachers. Most students have a personal 
relationship with their teacher. At home, it’s strictly teacher 
student; we’re not friends with our teachers.” 
 

 

Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here and in Germany? 
A: “I really don’t do much. I like drawing, so I’ll do that a lot. I do 
homework. Like most teenagers, I watch TV when I get home. I mainly 
just relax when I’m not doing work for school.” 
 
Q: What do you want to do after school? 
A: “Well I know I want to attend college, and I’m actually thinking about 
attending college in the US. I really don’t know what I’m planning on 
being though. I don’t know what I’m going to study for. I’m probably just 
going to figure that out when I’m actually in college.” 
 
Q: What will you tell your family about your experiences in the US when 
you return home? 
A: “Well I already talk to my parents often now. They’re basically 
experiencing this with me. I already tell them how school is going and if 
anything exciting happened. Other than that, I’ll probably just try to tell 
them how different it was and how it was nothing like I imagined.” 

 



 

 

                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victoria Franz 
 

Q: What are your favorite things about Germany? 
A: Beside the food and our traditions, my dance 
studio; Dance and competitions in general. 
 
Q: What would you like to tell others about 
Germany? 
A: I would like to tell them more about the 
German traditions, like Oktoberfest or the 
Christmas festival, and about traditional food like 
schnitzel.  
 
Q: Why did you want to study in the U.S.? 
A: I want to improve my English (skills) and learn 
more about the American culture. 
  
Q: What has been the biggest culture 
shock/difference that you have had to get used 
to? 
A: The food is very different here. It’s not that 
healthy. Also, everything is so far away and there 
are no busses or trains. 
 
Q: What has been your favorite part about being 
over here, so far? 
A: The people. They are all nice and open-
minded.  
 
Q: How are the school system here and in 
Germany the same/different? 
A: It’s completely different. You cannot choose 
your subjects, and you have different periods 
every day. Also, the relationship between the 
teachers and students are very different. Here, 
most of the students are very close to the 
teachers. 
 
Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here 
and in Germany. 
A: It’s almost the same. I spend time with my 
friends or family. I dance a lot or explore new 
places/cities. 
 
Q: What do you want to do after you finish 
school? 
A: I will probably go to the university in 
Germany.  
 

 

Juliette Radtke 
 
Q: What are your favorite things about Germany? 
A: The food, my family, and my friends. 
 
Q: What would you like to tell others about 
Germany? 
A: I like it there. 
 
Q: Why did you want to study in the U.S.?  
A: I wanted to see how people live here. 
 
Q: What has been the biggest culture 
shock/difference that you have had to get used 
to? 
A: The food  
 
Q: What has been your favorite part about being 
over here? 
A: The food 
 
Q: How are the school systems here and in 
Germany the same/different? 
A: We have four different kinds of school after 4th 
grade and a lot more stuff. 
 
Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here 
and in Germany? 
A: I mostly read, watch Netflix, listen to music, 
draw, go to the cinema, and have movie nights 
with friends.  
 

 
Q: What do you want to do after you finish 
school? 
A: I don’t know yet. 
 

 

Photo by Jenna Neely Photo by Jenna Neely 



 

 

Calendar/Announcements 
12/16/2019 – 

12/20/2019 

12/23/2019 – 

01/06/2020 

01/10/2020 

01/20/2020 

01/29/2020 

02/11/2020 

02/13/2020 

 

02/14/2020 

02/17/2020 

02/26/2020 

03/10/2020 

03/20/2020 

03/23/2020 – 

03/27/2020 

04/10/2020 

04/14/2020 – 

04/15/2020 

04/16/2020 – 

04/17/2020 

04/21/2020 – 

04/23/2020 

04/29/2020 

05/11/2020 

05/15/2020 

05/18/2020 

05/22/2020 

05/25/2020 

05/27/2020 

Christmas Spirit Week 

 

No school (Christmas/New Year holiday) 

 

Elementary Honor Roll assembly 

No school (MLK day) 

School early out (2:30) 

Brooke Howard Kindness Event 

School early out (2:30) 

Parent-teacher conference (2:30-8:00 pm) 

No school 

No school (President’s Day) 

School early out (2:30) 

ACT Test for 11th grade 

Elementary Honor Roll assembly 

No school (Spring Break) 

 

No school (Good Friday) 

ACT Aspire Test for 7th-8th grades 

 

ACT Aspire Test for 9th-10th grades 

 

ACT Aspire Test for 3rd-6th grades 

 

School early out (2:30) 

Graduation 

Elementary Field Day 

Kindergarten Graduation 

Elementary Honor Roll assembly 

No school (Memorial Day) 

Last day of school 

 

Students: Don’t forget to turn in your class dues!! 

 

 


