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I. ACADEMICS 

A. General Provisions 

1. All students will be given the opportunity to choose between virtual or face-to-face 

instruction for the 2020-2021 school year. 

a) Due to specific issues involving the state’s grading software, students who choose 

the virtual learning environment may only discontinue that option after a grading 

period (nine weeks). 

b) Students who choose to discontinue their learning via the virtual classroom during 

the school year may not permanently return to the virtual environment for the 

remainder of the semester unless federal or state regulations require the school to 

shift from a face-to-face to a virtual environment due to a health emergency. 

c) Virtual students must be logged into Canvas for at least three (3) hours per school 

day to be counted “present.” 

d) All grades will count toward the virtual student’s quarter and semester averages. 

e) Any student may receive instruction from the virtual environment if he or she will 

be absent from school due to illness. 

f) Students learning virtually shall be allowed to participate in all activities, including 

sports, as long as they meet the eligibility requirements set forth by the Arkansas 

Activities Association. 

2. With the exception of courses taught through Virtual Arkansas and concurrent courses, all 

virtual and face-to-face instruction will be provided by the teachers at Spring Hill High 

School. 

3. In order to provide consistency between the virtual and face-to-face classrooms, all teachers 

in the building will utilize the Canvas Learning Management System. 

4. The provisions outlined in this part do not apply to concurrent courses or teachers of Virtual 

Arkansas courses not employed by the Spring Hill School District.  

B. Technology Considerations 

1. Any student or faculty member who does not have a personal device at home will be issued 

a school-owned device. 
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a) All devices will be insured; 

b) No student will be denied access to school technology. 

2. The district has purchased wifi hotspots for students and teachers who do not have access to 

the internet at their homes or who have unreliable internet access. 

a) These devices will be under the control and authority of the school district at all 

times. 

b) Only one hotspot will be issued per household. 

C. Addressing Learning Deficiencies 

1. Based on the specific needs of the students and/or the department, teachers may use any of 

the following resources to assess the current knowledge of their students: 

a) Resources from the Arkansas Playbook for addressing unfinished student learning; 

b) Renaissance Learning and STAR 360 assessments; 

c) IXL; 

d) Department-developed diagnostic assessments. 

2. Each department will meet prior to the start of school to create a plan to address the 

deficiencies in learning created by the pandemic. 

3. Each department will meet in its PLC at least once per month to assess the current progress 

toward addressing students’ learning deficiencies, revising the plan as necessary. 

D. Requirements for Teachers of Core Courses 

1. The following courses are considered Core courses by the State of Arkansas and are 

therefore subject to the requirements in this section: 

a) Math - Mathematics 7; Mathematics 8; Algebra I; Geometry; Algebra II; Algebra 

III; Pre-Calculus 

b) Science - Science 7; Science 8; Physical Science; Biology; Chemistry; Physics; 

Anatomy & Physiology; AP Environmental Science; AP Biology 

c) English - English 7; Honors English 7; Reading 7; English 8; Honors English 8; 

English 9; Honors English 9; English 10; English 11; English 12; Transitional 

English 12; AP English Language 

d) Social Studies - Social Studies 7; Social Studies 8; Civics; Economics; World 

History; United States History; Arkansas History; United States Government; AP 

World History; AP United States History 

e) Computer Science - MAD 1-2; MAD 3-4; Web Technologies; Cybersecurity 1-2; 

Advanced Computer Programming 1-2 

http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/special-projects/statewide-playbook
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2. Core teachers should use the Virtual Arkansas content provided in Canvas as much as 

practicable. 

a) Teachers may supplement the Virtual Arkansas content with their own materials. 

b) Teachers shall upload all supplemental content to Canvas. 

3. Core teachers will provide students enrolled in their courses with at least one (1) video per 

week, per course, that include a student engagement piece (e.g., question, response, 

reflection). 

a) Audio recordings, Zoom meetings, or screencasts are acceptable. 

4. Core teachers will regularly communicate with their students, especially those who: 

a) Have not logged into Canvas or are otherwise non-participatory; 

b) Are not making progress on coursework; or 

c) Have average grades below 80%. 

5. Core teachers will be available through Zoom or other video conferencing methods during 

their conference periods at least twice per week to provide ongoing support and feedback to 

students throughout the school year. 

a) At least one 30-minute session twice per week. 

E. Requirements for Teachers of Career-Technical (CTE) Courses 

1. The following courses are considered CTE courses by the State of Arkansas and the United 

States Department of Education and are therefore subject to the requirements in this 

section: 

a) Business - Survey of Business; Arkansas Hospitality; Hospitality Administration; 

Financial Planning 

b) Agriculture - Survey of Agricultural Systems; Agriculture Mechanics; Animal 

Systems; Agriculture Metals; Advanced Animal Science 

c) Family and Consumer Science - Survey of FACS; Dynamics of Human 

Relationships; Life Span Development; Food Safety & Nutrition; Life & Fitness 

Nutrition 

2. The CTE staff will work together in their PLC to develop content compatible with the 

Canvas Learning Management System. 

3. CTE teachers will provide students enrolled in their courses with at least one (1) video per 

week, per course, that includes a student engagement piece (e.g., question, response, 

reflection). 

a) Audio recordings, Zoom meetings, or screencasts are acceptable. 

4. CTE teachers will regularly communicate with their students, especially those who: 
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a) Have not logged into Canvas or are otherwise non-participatory; 

b) Are not making progress on coursework; or 

c) Have average grades below 80%. 

5. CTE teachers will be available through Zoom or other video conferencing methods during 

their conference periods at least twice per week to provide ongoing support and feedback to 

students throughout the school year. 

a) At least one 30-minute session twice per week. 

F. Requirements for Teachers of Physical Education (PE), Health, Fine Arts, and Other Electives 

1. Courses included in this section are those that have not already been included in Sections 

(I)(D) or (I)(E) of this document. 

2. Teachers of courses included in this section will provide students enrolled in their courses 

with at least one (1) video per week, per course, that includes a student engagement piece 

(e.g., question, response, reflection). 

a) Audio recordings, Zoom meetings, or screencasts are acceptable. 

3. Teachers of courses included in this section will regularly communicate with their students, 

especially those who: 

a) Have not logged into Canvas or are otherwise non-participatory; 

b) Are not making progress on coursework; or 

c) Have average grades below 80%. 

4. Teachers of courses included in this section will be available through Zoom or other video 

conferencing methods during their conference periods at least twice per week to provide 

ongoing support and feedback to students throughout the school year. 

a) At least one 30-minute session twice per week. 

II. FACULTY TRAINING and ON-GOING SUPPORT 

A. Learning Management System (Canvas) 

1. Faculty will complete a six-hour, self-paced training course for Canvas provided by our 

digital learning partner, Virtual Arkansas, as part of their required professional development. 

2. Virtual Arkansas has offered to provide continuing support for faculty on Canvas 

throughout the year for individuals and/or groups of teachers. 

B. Blended Learning Environments 

1. We have scheduled professional development on the topic of best practices for blended 

learning environments for the week of August 17. 
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2. Additional training and support will be provided to teachers as their learning needs arise 

throughout the implementation of the blended learning model. Data will be collected using 

any or all of the following: 

a) Surveys on teacher learning needs; 

b) Administrator observations of current performance.  

III. HEALTH and SAFETY 

A. Personal Protection 

1. Per Governor Hutchinson’s executive order EO 20-43 effective Monday, July 20, 2020, the 

wearing of masks and facial coverings will be required for all students, faculty, and staff 

while on campus unless: 

a) The student, faculty, or staff member has a medically documented condition, such 

as asthma, which would adversely affect his or her ability to breathe while wearing a 

facial covering; or 

b) Social distancing can be maintained. 

2. SHHS will provide masks to any students or adults who request them. 

3. Students may bring a bottle of water from home for hydration during the school day. 

4. No students will be allowed to use water fountains on campus except to fill up a bottle that 

they brought from home. 

5. Hand sanitizing stations will be available in all classrooms, hallways, and outside of the 

restrooms for students, faculty, and staff to use. 

6. All students and personnel are asked to use hand sanitizer as often as possible, especially 

after touching door handles or other surfaces.  

7. Students are strongly encouraged not to share supplies with other students. 

B. Social Distancing 

1. Social distancing will be maintained in the hallways during passing periods. 

2. Teachers will ensure that students are spaced at least six feet apart from one another in the 

classrooms (or as much as practicable for the space). 

3. Tape will be placed on the floors in each building’s hallway denoting a six-foot distance. 

4. All students and staff will need to speak to Mrs. May through the glass window. 

5. At least six feet shall be maintained between persons while waiting in line to receive 

breakfast or lunch. 

6. Lockers will not be assigned unless students request one. 

C. Screening 

https://governor.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/executiveOrders/EO_20-43.pdf
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1. First period teachers will take students’ temperatures when they arrive in the morning. 

a) Any student with a temperature at or above 99F will be sent to the office for 

further examination by the school nurse. 

2. School personnel will maintain awareness for students who may exhibit other symptoms of 

COVID-19 such as a cough. 

D. Morning Arrival 

1. For student supervision purposes, the arrival time for all teachers shall be 7:30 am each 

school day. 

2. Students will not be allowed to congregate on campus. 

3. Students should report to their first period class after eating breakfast. 

4. Second Breakfast will be “grab-and-go” style. 

E. Lunch 

1. The high school lunch period has been split into two separate periods: 

a) Grades 7, 8, and 9 will have “A” Lunch 

b) Grades 10, 11, and 12 will have “B” Lunch 

2. We will practice social distancing in the cafeteria as much as practicable. 

3. Students will not be allowed to eat anywhere else on campus except for the cafeteria grounds 

or picnic tables.  

4. Students will not be allowed to have lunches brought to them from an off-campus source 

during the school day. 

F. Visitors to Campus 

1. No visitors (including parents and other family members) shall be allowed on campus 

without first checking in with school officials at the front office. 

2. All visitors to campus are required to wear masks and be screened for a fever prior to being 

allowed into a school building any further than the front office. 

3. All visitors must speak to school officials through the glass window; no visitors will be 

allowed into the office or classrooms under any circumstances. 

4. Refusal to adhere to these guidelines shall result in visitors being escorted off campus by law 

enforcement officials. 

G. Campus Sanitization 

1. Teachers shall clean their student desks or tables as often as practicable. 

a) The school will provide all necessary supplies. 
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2. All frequently touched surfaces and student restrooms shall be cleaned and sanitized as often 

as practicable. 

H. Student Illness 

1. Parents and guardians are asked to screen their children for fever, cough, sore throat, or lack 

of a sense of taste and/or smell prior to sending their children to school. 

a) Should the children exhibit any of these symptoms, they are to stay at home and 

work virtually. 

2. The nurse will sequester students who become ill at school in a designated area away from 

others and make contact with their parents. 

IV. DISTRICT TRANSPORTATION 

A. To and From School 

1. We recommend that parents or guardians who are able to bring their children to and pick 

them up from school do so. 

2. Seating on the busses will be arranged so students are as separated as possible. 

3. Students riding the busses to and from school will be asked to wear masks unless they have a 

health condition that makes it difficult for them to breathe through a mask. 

4. At this point, we are not planning any changes to bus routes or stops. 

B. Field Trips 

1. Until further notice, all unnecessary travel will be suspended in order to protect the health 

and safety of our students and staff. 

C. Athletic Events 

1. Transportation to and from athletic events will run as scheduled. 

2. Athletes will be spaced apart on the busses as much as practicable. 

3. Athletes will be asked to wear masks on the busses unless they have a health condition that 

makes it difficult for them to breathe through a mask. 

V. FAMILY and COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

A. Communication 

1. Families and the community will be kept updated by school administrators using any or all 

of the following: 

a) District Facebook page; 

b) Email listserv; 

c) District website; 
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d) Website communication and alert system. 

2. Teachers shall communicate with students and parents regularly throughout the school year 

on academic progress. 

B. Support for Virtual Learners 

1. Teachers shall provide support to students learning virtually by hosting “office hours” via 

videoconferencing software at least twice per week during their conference periods.     

VI. PROTOCOL for POSSIBLE EXPOSURE and CONFIRMED POSITIVES of COVID-19 

A. District Point-of-Contact (POC) 

1. The district’s POC is the only person authorized to contact the Arkansas Department of 

Health (ADH) on behalf of the school district. 

2. The district’s POC is responsible for: 

a) Reporting all potential exposures to and confirmed positive cases of COVID-19 on 

campus to the ADH. 

b) Working with the ADH and contact tracers to determine the extent of the possible 

exposure and/or outbreak of COVID-19 on school campus. 

B. Response Levels for On-Site Learning 

1. As required by the Arkansas Department of Education and the Arkansas Department of 

Health, the district will utilize this protocol as directed by these agencies when potential 

exposures and/or a community outbreak of COVID-19 has occurred in our area. 

VII. BUILDING USE of READY for LEARNING WAIVERS 

A.  A.C.A. §6-17-117 – Noninstructional duties. 

1. At this time, the administration has no plans to exceed the statutory maximum of 
sixty minutes of noninstructional duty time per week for teachers. 

B. A.C.A. §6-16-102(a)(1) through (a)(5)(i)(E)(b) and (c) – School day. 

1. We are adhering to statutory guidelines for an average of six (6) hours of instruction 
per day and thirty (30) hours per week for face-to-face on-campus instruction. 

2. This waiver becomes effective for students whose parents choose virtual instruction 
only and/or during times where students must learn virtually to maintain the safety 
of students and staff during the COVID emergency. 

C. Standards for Accreditation 1-A.4.2 and 1-A.4.3 – School day. 

1. We are adhering to statutory guidelines for an average of six (6) hours of instruction 
per day and thirty (30) hours per week for face-to-face on-campus instruction. 

http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/Ready/ADE_Response_Levels_for_On-Site_Learning_REV9July23.pdf
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/Ready/ADE_Response_Levels_for_On-Site_Learning_REV9July23.pdf
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2. This waiver becomes effective for students whose parents choose virtual instruction 
only and/or during times where students must learn virtually to maintain the safety 
of students and staff during the COVID emergency. 

D. A.C.A. §6-17-111(a) – Duty-free lunch. 

1. School administrators plan to continue to provide their teachers with a 30-minute 
duty-free lunch per this statute. 

E. A.C.A. §6-17-114 – Planning time. 

1. All teachers will be given the required planning time per this statue during on-
campus face-to-face instruction days. 

F. A.C.A. §6-17-812(a)(2) – Class size. 

1. It is not necessary for SHHS to exceed statutory class sizes at this point in time for 
face-to-face instruction. 

2. In the unlikely event this need should arise, the decision to increase class size per this 
waiver will be made in consultation with the affected teacher(s). 

3. It is possible that during synchronous online instruction, teachers may exceed the 
statutory class size maximum to better meet the learning needs of their students. 

G. DESE Rules Governing Class Size and Teaching Load, Section 3.00 

1. It is not necessary for SHHS to exceed statutory class sizes at this point in time for 
face-to-face instruction. 

2. In the unlikely event this need should arise, the decision to increase class size per this 
waiver will be made in consultation with the affected teacher(s). 

3. It is possible that during synchronous online instruction, teachers may exceed the 
statutory class size maximum to better meet the learning needs of their students. 

H. Standard for Accreditation 1-A.5 

1. This waiver would apply should teachers exceed the statutory maximum class size 
per waivers (F) and (G). 

 


