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June 25, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students: 
 
I know that the COVID-19 pandemic has everyone concerned about the start of school in 
August. The leadership teams in both buildings have been working hard to create a back-to-
school plan that looks as normal as possible and follows the guidelines from the Arkansas 
Department of Education and Arkansas Department of Health.  
 
Essentially, we have three options for beginning the 2021 school year: Begin face-to-face as 
normal as possible, begin entirely online (virtual), or begin face-to-face with a transition to 
online sometime throughout the school year. Below is a framework of how we’re planning to 
address the issues of student learning and the health and safety of our students and staff when 
we return in August. 
 

1. All high school students will be given the option of an entirely virtual learning 
environment for the 2020-2021 school year. We have partnered with Virtual Arkansas 
to give all of our teachers and students access to Virtual Arkansas’s content and online 
learning management system (Canvas) for the entire school year. This partnership also 
allows for us to go completely online with minimal disruption should the governor 
deem it necessary to close schools sometime during the year. It also gives the students 
consistency in their learning environment, as all high school teachers will be required to 
use Canvas throughout the year. We will survey students and parents in July regarding 
this option. 

2. We are prepared to issue Chromebooks to any and all students in grades 7-12 for the 
entire school year. We have spent a significant amount of our remaining federal funding 
for this fiscal year on purchasing technology for all of our students district-wide to learn 
successfully in an online environment. We will have more details as we move into July, 
but we believe that this will greatly improve our students’ ability to be successful in a 
virtual environment. In addition, students are welcome to use their own devices on 
campus (not their cell phones) with approval of the school administration. 

3. With permission from parents and guardians, seniors will have standing permission 
to check out from school at the office after their last on-campus class of the school 
day. In order to help with the social distancing requirements set by the Arkansas 
Department of Health, seniors whose parents grant them written permission will be able 



to check out from school after their final on-campus class of the school day. We will have 
permission forms available sometime in July. 

4. Masks will be required for students and adults in the hallways during passing 
periods, in the cafeteria while waiting in line for lunch, and in any other congested 
areas where social distancing mandates cannot be maintained. We will not require 
them in the classrooms during instruction, while students are seated at the tables in the 
cafeteria eating, or for those students and adults who have health and/or breathing 
problems, but they will be highly recommended to be worn at all times. The athletic 
department is selling Spring Hill themed masks as a fundraiser! Look for a link on our 
Facebook page. 

5. We have split the lunch periods to assist in meeting social distancing guidelines. 
Grades 7-9 will have “A Lunch;” Grades 10-12 will have “B Lunch.” 

6. Students will not be allowed to receive lunches from outside campus. This stipulation 
is to protect our students and staff as much as possible from outside exposure to 
COVID-19. This is also recommended for schools by the Arkansas Department of 
Health. 

7. All visitors to campus will be required to wear masks and will not be allowed into the 
high school office or any classrooms. The only access point to campus will be the North 
door to New Main just outside the high school office. All visitors will have to use the 
window to speak to office personnel. Once again, this is to protect our students and staff 
from outside exposure to COVID-19 as much as possible.  

8. Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms, outside the office, and throughout 
the hallways for use by students and adults.  

 
Please keep in mind that this is a fluid plan that is subject to change at any time due to new 
directives from the governor’s office, the Arkansas Department of Health, or the Arkansas 
Department of Education. We will do our very best to keep all of our parents and students 
notified of any changes and/or additions in a timely manner.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Have a wonderful holiday week! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Peter A. Maggio, Principal 

Dr. Peter Maggio


