
Parent Letter – AP French 2021-22  

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

First, I want to say THANK YOU for all you do for your student. They are all wonderful and I am 

thrilled to be able to spend ANOTHER year with all of them!       I know this past year has not been ideal, 

and we are looking forward to some normalcy in the fall. I am excited to have your student in class, but I 

wanted to be transparent about our goals for this course and help you understand what is reasonable to 

expect from your student over the course of this year.  

Most high school students take the AP language exam after having been exposed to the target 

language for at least 4, if not 5, years. Obviously, this puts us at an immediate disadvantage, as our 

students will have had only 3 years of instruction. This has a few ramifications that I want to be 

clear about:  

1. We will have to cover a lot of material quickly. Out-of-class work will be assigned weekly so that 

we can maximize precious in-class time.  

 

2. Daily class participation is required if students are to gain the speaking and listening skills 

needed for the exam. Please encourage your student to practice at home as well – this can only 

help!  

 

3. It will be difficult (note: NOT impossible!) for your student to score a 3 on this exam. The primary 

reason for this is what I mentioned earlier – simply the lack of time. It takes hundreds of hours for 

students to become conversational and to reach a level of proficiency that allows them to express 

complex ideas and communicate effectively. The AP Language exam is extremely rigorous, and 

it is incredibly difficult to prepare students for this level of output in just 3 years. Please do not 

misunderstand me; I believe every student can succeed in this course and I believe we will see 

huge leaps in proficiency this year. I just want to be clear up front that this will be a difficult 

exam.  

 

4. HOWEVER – this does not mean that students should not sign up to take the AP exam at 

the end of the year. It also does not mean that the course is a waste of time! Regardless of 

how your student scores on the exam, this course will be extremely beneficial for their language 

endeavors in two ways:  

 

a. The AP course will be excellent preparation for college language entrance and placement 

exams; even if they do not pass the AP test, students will be much more likely to place out 

of language requirements at the college level anyway! When I attended Lee, this was the 

route I took. I took a simple placement test upon my arrival and received credit for 4 

beginner / intermediate language courses before I had even set foot in a classroom.  

 

b. Students will have the opportunity to take the AAPPL test (ACTFL Assessment of 

Performance toward Proficiency in Languages) in April 2022; depending on their scores on 

this test, they may earn a Seal of Biliteracy on their high school diploma. I will send more 

details about this later in the year, but it is a great opportunity for students to showcase 

their language skills. Receiving the Seal of Biliteracy is a huge honor and looks wonderful 

on resumes and college applications. AP will be the best way to get them there!  

 

(continues on the back)  



My goal for all of my students this year is for them to grow in their abilities to read, write, speak, 

and understand the French language and its culture. I am confident we can accomplish these goals and I 

hope you will join me in encouraging your student to push him/herself this year. I hope you are not 

discouraged by the information presented above; please understand that I do believe in what we’re doing 

and that I will do everything in my power to make sure my students are successful. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me. I would love to talk to you about your student 

and his/her progress as the year gets started. I consider myself fortunate to get to work with your student 

3 years in a row. I can’t wait to get started.  

 

Sincerely,  

Ariana Rucker – MCHS Foreign Language  

arucker@mcminnschools.com  
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