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2019-2020 McMinn County  High School        Coach Roberts 

HONORS WORLD HISTORY COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

COURSE OUTCOME: 
Students will explore the continual development of cultures in Europe, Asia, Africa and South America and their contribution to the modern world. 
This course provides an examination of the development of humanity from the Renaissance to today. 
 
Studying ancient civilizations is one of the most fascinating processes a student can experience. Until we understand where we came from, it is 
difficult to comprehend our world’s current challenges and predict what the future may hold. From the first, most primitive peoples and groups to the 
more sophisticated empires, each historical civilization has made a significant impact on the way in which our world developed.  
 
In World History, we will take a close look at the innovations, ideas, cultures, and problems of the early history of our world, examine the solutions 
and adaptations that continually changed the world, and gain a clear understanding of their influence throughout history and impact on the modern 
world.  
This course will follow the county and state curriculum as detailed on http://knoxschools.org/Page/5715 (county curriculum). 

 
INSTRUCTION: 

� Course Description: 
o Students will study the rise of the nation state in Europe, the French Revolution, and the economic and political roots of the 

modern world. They will examine the origins and consequences of the Industrial Revolution, nineteenth century political reform in 
Western Europe, and imperialism in Africa, Asia, and South America. They will explain the causes and consequences of the great 
military and economic events of the past century, including the World Wars, the Great Depression, the Cold War, and the Russian 
and Chinese Revolutions. Finally, students will study the rise of nationalism and the continuing persistence of political, ethnic, and 
religious conflict in many parts of the world. Relevant Tennessee connections will be part of the curriculum, as well as appropriate 
primary source documents. Students will explore geographic influences on history, with attention given to political boundaries that 
developed with the evolution of nations from 1750 to the present and the subsequent human geographic issues that dominate the 
global community. Additionally, students will study aspects of technical geography such as GPS and GIS, and how these 
innovations continuously impact geopolitics in the contemporary world. 
 

� Materials Needed: 
o Three Ring Binder with tabs 
o Pencil and/or Pen 
o Highlighters 
o Sticky Notes 

 
� General Pacing and Curriculum Standards 

§ Unit One: Age of Revolution 1750-1850: Students compare and contrast the Glorious Revolution of England, 

the American Revolution, the Spanish American Wars of Independence, and the French Revolution, and their enduring effects on 
the political expectations for self-government and individual liberty. 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from The Magna Carta (1215), excerpts from The English Bill of Rights (1689), The 
American Declaration of Independence (1776), excerpts from “The French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen” (1789) 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: excerpts from Mary Wollstonecraft’s “Vindication of the Rights of Women”; excerpts 
from Montesquieu’s “Spirit of the Law;” excerpts from Immanuel Kant’s “Critique of Pure Reason;” excerpts from John Locke’s Second Treatise 
of Government; excerpts from Jean Jacques Rousseau’s “The Social Contract” 



[Type text] 
 

Page 2 of 5 
 

§ Unit Two: Industrial Revolution 1750-1914: Students analyze the emergence and effects of the Industrial 

Revolution in England, France, Germany, Japan, and the United States. 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: excerpts from the abolitionist writings and speeches of William Wilberforce; 
excerpts from John Stuart Mill’s “On Liberty”; excerpts from Charles Darwin’s “Origin of Species”; excerpts from Louis Blanc’s 
“Organization of Work”: excerpts from Karl Marx’s and Frederick Engel’s, “Communist Manifesto”; excerpts from Adam Smith’s 
“Wealth of Nations”; excerpts from Thomas Malthus’ “Essays on Principle of Population” 

 

§ Unit Three: Unification and Imperialism 1850-1914: Students analyze patterns of global change in the 

era of 19th-century European imperialism. Students describe the independence struggles of the colonized regions of the world 
redistribution of power, armed revolution, and cultural clashes. 
 

 
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: excerpts from Rudyard Kipling’s “White Man’s Burden”; excerpts from Joseph 
Conrad’s Heart of Darkness; excerpts from Otto von Bismarck’s “Letter to Minister von Manteuffel” 

 

§ Unit Four: World Wars 1914-1945: Students analyze the causes and course of the First World War, along with the 

long-term military, economic, and political effects. Students describe the various causes and consequences of the global 
depression of the 1930s, and analyze how governments responded to the Great Depression. Students analyze the rise of fascism 
and totalitarianism after World War I. Students analyze the causes and course of World War II, along with the long-term military, 
economic, and political effects of the World War II. 
 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: excerpts from Wilfred Owen’s “Dulce et Decorum Est”; the “Zimmerman Telegram”; 
excerpts from Erich Maria Remarque ‘s All Quiet on the Western Front; excerpts from Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises; excerpts from 
Adolph Hitler’s Mein Kampf; excerpts from “The Nuremburg Laws”; excerpts from Elie Wiesel’s “Night”; excerpts from Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s “Arsenal of Democracy”; excerpts from Winston Churchill’s “Fight on the Beaches” speech; excerpts from John Hershey’s 
Hiroshima 

 

§ Unit Five: Cold War 1945-1989: Students explain the causes, major events, and global consequences of the Cold 

War. Students analyze major developments in Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America since World War II. 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: Winston Churchill’s “Iron Curtain Speech”; Joseph Stalin’s “Response to Churchill’s Iron 
Curtain Speech” 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: Harry S. Truman’s “Truman Doctrine”; excerpts from Mohandas K. Gandhi‘s “Indian 
Home Rule”; excerpts from Václav Havel‘s “The Power of the Powerless” 

§ Unit Six: Contemporary World Since 1989: Students analyze the major developments and globalization in 

the world since the end of the Cold War. 
  

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: The World is Flat, Thomas Friedman 
 

� Resources: 

Textbook:  Modern World History—Patterns of Interaction, by Holt McDougal. Replacement cost of a lot of $100. 
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Supplementary Resources: 

The following list may be shown throughout the course to emphasize curricular objectives.  Movies may be shown in whole or in part. 
 
D-Day Remembered (PG)    Midway (PG) 
The Push to Berlin (G)    Miracle (NR) 
I Will Fight No More Forever (G)   Tora, Tora, Tora (PG) 
Remembering Pearl Harbor (G)   The Longest Day (PG) 
Witness to Genocide (PG-13)    Asuchwitz: If you Cried You Died (PG-13) 
All Quiet on the Western Front (PG)   The World of War: the Bomb (PG)   
Escape from Sobibor (PG)    The 20th Century (series) (G) 
The Grapes of Wrath (G)    National Treasure (PG) 
Swing Kids (PG-13)     National Treasure 2:  The Book of Secrets (PG) 
Inherit the Wind (G)    The Perfect 36 (G) 
October Sky (PG)     Platoon (edited) (PG) 
Eyes on the Prize (PG)    Ghosts of Mississippi (PG) 
Far and Away (PG-13)    Pearl Harbor (PG-13) 
The Fifties (series) (G)    Remember the Titans (PG) 
The Real West (series) (G)    The Rise and Fall of Adolf Hitler (series) (PG) 
Empire State Building (G)    Senator Joseph McCarthy:  An American Inquisitor (G) 
Vietnam: Chronicles of War (PG)   Henry Ford:  Tin Lizzy Tycoon (G) 
History of the 20th Century (series) (G)   A & E Biography (series) (G) 
A & E Biography Millennium (G)   Ronald Reagan and the Rise of the Right (G) 
Apollo 13 (PG-13)     Sergeant York and the Reluctant Soldier (G) 
America The story of us(G)    The Color Purple (PG-13) 
Why We Fight (series) (G)    It’s A Wonderful Life (G) 
America 1900 (G)     Memphis Belle (PG) 
Myra Kimmelman Interview (G)   The Lost Cities: Atomic Bomb Cities (G)  
O Brother Where Art Thou (PG)   Cold War (CNN Perspective series) (G) 
United Streaming Video Clips (NR)   The 10 Days that Unexpectedly Changed America (series)(G) 
The Tuskegee Airmen (PG-13)   The Gold Rush (G) 
One Woman, One Vote(G)    The Harlem Renaissance (G) 
The History of the 80s (G)    The Last Days (PG) 
Ruby Bridges (PG)     Glory Road (PG) 
JFK: The Day the Nation Cried (NR)   Triumph of the Will (NR) 
A Farewell to Arms (PG)    Into the Arms of Strangers: Stories of the Kinder Transport (PG) 
Titanic (PG-13)     Schlesinger Video Series: Origins to 2000 (NR) 
American Presidents (G)    Turning Points in US History (series) (NR) 
The Nazis (BBC series)(PG)    Korean War (History Channel series) (PG) 
Forrest Gump (PG-13)  
 
If you do not approve of a specific resource listed in this syllabus, please make your request to me in writing and an alternative assignment 
and/or materials will be provided. The request should include your name, the child's name, the specific activity/materials in which you do not 
want your child to participate or to which you do not want them exposed, and the nature of your objection. If you have questions regarding 
a particular reading assignment, video, or resource, please contact me via writing for an explanation. 
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ASSESSMENT: 

� Expectations/Skills/Competencies 
o All skills will be appropriately assessed in the classroom   Therefore, it is critical that students remain accountable for 

completing all assignments on time and maximum effort.  
o Students will apply knowledge, skills, and values to create a world outlook where civic action is a major component.  
o An emphasis will be placed on analytical writing for multiple purposes. Students will be able to read and interpret 

multiple primary documents and use the evidence found within to clearly communicate their understandings, 
opinions, and ideas. 

o Cross curricular learning will encourage ACT readiness in reading and writing.  
  

� Grading Policy: 
o Daily Grades: Grades will be given through the notebook. The following are examples of assignments that will be 

considered daily grades. 
§ Homework assignments 
§ In-class assignments 
§ Quizzes 

§ Unit Tests 
§ In-class Projects 

 
o End of Course Exam (EOC): This is a comprehensive exam given at the end of the course. ***It is worth 25% of the 

student’s overall grade.*** 
 

� Explanation of Assignments & Projects: Assignments, homework, and projects will be various throughout the course but are 
intended to deepen the students’ understanding of the content they are learning.  

o It is important for students to be prepared for class each day.  
o Assignments and projects may include but are not limited to: 

§ In-class writing assignments 
§ Group projects 
§ Research projects/papers 

§ Document-Based Question Short Answer 
§ Creative Projects 
§ Class Discussions/Debates 

 
� Make-Up Work Policy/Late Work Policy: All students are expected to complete their work on time; honors students are expected 

to complete high-quality work on time. 
o If you turn in an assignment late, you should: 

1. Be honest with Coach Roberts about why you don’t have it done. 
2. Understand that points are deducted from late assignments 
3. Do Not expect Coach Roberts to ask you for it; it’s your responsibility to keep up with your own work. 

o If you miss class, you should: 
1. Check with Coach Roberts to get any assignments that were missed.  This is your responsibility – Not the teacher’s.  
2. Check Coach Roberts’ handout trays for any handouts you missed. The handouts folder is organized by day of the week. 

Example: if you miss class on Tuesday, check the Tuesday tab in the missed work tray. 
3. Ask another student what you missed and get any lecture notes. Once you have done that, you may direct any questions 

you still have to Coach Roberts before or after class. 
o If you miss a test or quiz, you should: 

1. See Coach Roberts immediately to schedule a test/quiz makeup.  
2. Understand that the Test Score will be a Zero until it is completed. 
3. Makeup your test/quiz in a timely manner. 
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GENERAL EXPECTATIONS: 

� Students: 
o Attendance Policy: Be in your seat when the bell rings. Students who do not follow this policy will be subject to the 

following disciplinary action: 
o Mid-Term/ Final Exemptions: Students may be exempted from Mid-Terms and Finals if the attendance/ academic 

requirements are met:  The student must maintain a 75 average or higher, & the student must not have accumulated 
more than 3 excused or unexcused absences. 

o 3 tardies=1 absence 

 
o Classroom Policy/Procedures: All Karns High School policies and procedures are expected to be followed in class. 

o Coach Roberts’ Rules: 
o Be on time 
o Be prepared 
o Be courteous and respectful 
o Raise your hand 
o Obey all school rules 
o Always give 100% 

 
o Cell Phone Policy: 

o No Phones will be allowed during class for any reason. 
§ Should a student use a cell phone during class: 

• 1st Offense – The Teacher will hold the phone on the desk until the end of the period. 
• 2nd Offense – The Teacher will take the phone to the office for the Parent to pick up at the end 

of the school day. 
• FAILURE to adhere to the cell phone policy will result in immediate administrative disciplinary 

action. 
 

o Honor Code: Each student is responsible for submitting his or her own work, whether working individually or in groups. 
Students who engage in plagiarism, cheating, and/or copying in any form will be subject to disciplinary action. 

 
� Teacher: 

o Communication Strategy: 
o jroberts@mcminnschools.com 

o Intervention Strategy:  
o If extra help is needed, the student should seek immediate assistance or the teacher will discuss arrangements 

with the student. 
� PLAGIARISM  

 According to Harbrace Handbook, 15th edition:  
Plagiarism is defined as “presenting someone else’s ideas, research, or opinion as your own without proper documentation, even if it has been 
rephrased.” It includes, but is not limited to the following:  

 1.  Copying verbatim all or part of another’s written work;  
 2.  Using phrases, figures, or illustrations without citing the source;  
 3.  Paraphrasing ideas, conclusions, or research without citing the source;  
 4.  Using all or part of a literary plot, poem, or film without attributing the work to its creator.”  
 

o CONSEQUENCES OF PLAGIARISM  
Plagiarism is a form of stealing and academic fraud. Students who are found guilty of plagiarism will have the option of either redoing the 
assignment within a specified time period and accepting a grade letter drop or taking a zero on the assignment. Parents should be involved in 
making the decision. 


