
 Psychology 2019-2020 Course Syllabus  
McMinn County High School 

Ms. Ray 
Email: sray@mcminnschools.com 

 
 COURSE DESCRIPTION  

The purpose of Psychology is to introduce students to the studies of behavior and mental processes of 
humans and animals. Students will be provided with a critical overview of the study of psychology, 
focusing on the theories and research methods used in psychological science and practice. Because 
psychology is a fascinating course, it is possible to explore the field using a variety of methods. The 
course information will be presented through lectures, class participation activities, demonstrations, and 
audio-visual aids. Students will use the textbooks and the internet in order to conduct research 
throughout the semester. Students will learn about the methods and ethical approaches of professional 
psychology. 

 COURSE TEXTBOOK  

Myers’ Psychology in Everyday Life, fourth edition 

 REQUIRED MATERIALS  

• One three-inch, three ring binder 
• Wide-ruled, loose leaf paper (no college ruled) 
• Pens (blue or black ink) and Pencils 

Note:  There may be additional minor supplies needed throughout the semester. 

                                  

CLASS POLICIES  

General Expectations:  

• Attendance is paramount to success in this class. Students are expected to arrive on time and 
prepared for class. When the bell rings to begin class, students must be seated, have all needed 
materials for the class period on their desk, and be engaged to begin class with either a “bell 
ringer,” discussion, or activity.  Students are also expected to actively participate in class 
discussions and activities, and complete all assigned readings and other assignments.  

•  Be polite and respect other’s opinions and beliefs. Students are expected to follow the rules 
and procedures that are given at the beginning of the school year.  

•  You must follow the dress code policy.  

 

 

 

 



Cheating/Plagiarism:  

• NO CHEATING or PLAGIARISM! There are NO EXCUSES and I have a ZERO TOLERANCE 
policy for these offenses.  

•  Students will be doing a substantial amount of writing both in class and at home. Work is 
expected to be original, which means students are not to copy answers directly from a 
book, the internet, or another student.  

 Grading:  

• Each grading period will consist of multiple-choice exams, vocabulary quizzes, projects, and daily 
assignments.  

• Grades will be determined by your performance on the quizzes, exams, projects, and other 
classroom assignments and activities. Very little extra credit is offered; do not count on using it 
to save your grade. Whatever grade you earn at the end of the term is the grade you earn in the 
class.   

• Students may only make up work for excused absences and they must do so within the 
equivalent number of days absent.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out work missed 
when absent and to discuss with Ms. Ray a make-up time for missed quizzes and tests.   

 Grading Criteria: 

        •     Tests: 30% 
• Projects: 30%  
• Quizzes: 20 % 
•  Daily Assignments: 15%  
• PSI (“Psychology Scene Investigation” – bell ringer): 5%  

Reading and Note-taking:     

• Students are responsible for reading and studying the text. We have a classroom set of 
textbooks that will stay in the classroom.  You may occasionally check out a textbook if you need 
it to take home to finish an assignment or study for a test.    

• The course textbook will be extremely valuable in preparing for tests and quizzes, but students 
should not limit themselves to these resources only. In addition to the reading required from 
the textbook, additional reading using our new laptops will be assigned during the semester.  

 

 Assignments and Make-up Policies: 

•  No late assignments will receive full credit unless you have an excused admit.  Twenty points 
will be deducted each day that an assignment is late. 

• If you do not have an excused admit or your absence is unexcused, you will NOT receive credit 
for work missed.   

• After an absence. you are responsible for asking me what you missed.  You have the same 
number of days to complete missing assignments as you were absent.   



• If you are absent more than one or two days, have someone call the front office to get your 
assignments.  This will help you keep up with your work and avoid having it all to make up when 
you return.   

• If you miss a quiz or test, you will make it up either before school at 7:50 or after school.   

 

Course Plan:   

Chapter 1: Psychology’s Roots, Big Ideas, and Critical Thinking Tools 
• Psychology’s Roots 
• Four Big Ideas in Psychology 
• Why Do Psychology? 
• How Do Psychologists Ask and Answer Questions? 

 
Chapter 2:  The Biology of Mind and Consciousness 

• The Brain:  A Work in Progress 
• Neural Communication 
• The Nervous System 
• The Endocrine System 
• Brain States and Consciousness 

 
Chapter 3:  Developing Through the Life Span 

• Developmental Psychology’s Major Issues 
• Prenatal Development and the Newborn 
• Infancy and Childhood 
• Adolescence 
• Adulthood 

 
Chapter 4:  Sex, Gender, and Sexuality 

• Gender Development 
• Sexual Orientation 

 
Chapter 5:  Sensation and Perception 

• Basic Concepts of Sensation and Perception 
 
 
Chapter 6:  Learning 

• How do we learn? 
• Classical Conditioning 
• Operant Conditioning 

 
Chapter 7:  Memory 

• Studying Memory 
• Building Memories:  Encoding 



• Memory Storage 
• Retrieval 

 
Chapter 9:  Motivation and Emotion 

• Motivational Concepts 
• The Need to Belong 

 
Chapter 10:  Stress, Health, and Human Flourishing 

• Stress:  Some Basic Concepts 
• Stress Effects and Health 
• Coping with Stress 
• Managing Stress 
• Happiness 

 
Chapter 11:  Social Psychology 

• What is Social Psychology’s Focus? 
• Social Thinking 
• Social Influence 
• Social Relations  

 
Chapter 12:  Personality 

• What is Personality? 
• Psychodynamic Theories 
• Humanistic Theories 
• Exploring the Self 

 
 
Chapter 13:  Psychological Disorders 

• What is a Psychological Disorder? 
• Anxiety Disorders, OCD, and PTSD 
• Substance Use Disorders and Addictive Behaviors 
• Major Depressive Disorder and Bipolar Disorder 
• Schizophrenia 
• Other Disorders 

 
Chapter 14:  Therapy 

• Treating Psychological Disorders 
• The Psychological Therapies 

 
 
*The course content may change throughout the semester due to time restraints.  The order of the 
content may vary as well.   
 



 
 
 
 


