
AP Psychology Summer Assignment 

2020-2021 

 

AP Psych Goals and Objectives: 

Welcome to AP Psychology at McMinn County High School.  A major objective of this course 

is to provide you with a learning experience equivalent to that obtained in most college 

introductory psychology courses, thus this course is rigorous and fast paced.  Independent 

readings and coursework are required components to this class.  Advanced Placement students 

are expected to be serious and committed to the demands of such a class.  The curriculum will 

consist of various components of psychology, such as its history, research methods, biological 

bases of behavior, learning, motivation, emotions, stress, and various theories and treatments of 

psychological disorders.  

My personal goal for you is two-fold:  I will strive to prepare you for the AP Psychology exam 

and most importantly, my hope is that you learn about yourself and other people.   

 This summer assignment will allow you to be introduced to various disorders, and also to 

personally relate to the different approaches to psychological theories. I think it will pique your 

interest in the field of psychology!  

 

Directions: 

The summer assignment consists of two parts:  an analysis of a psychology-based movie and 

TED Talks summaries.    

Part 1 – Movie Analysis 

Choose one of the following movies to watch.  Each movie is based on a specific psychological 

or social condition.  Note:  the movies contain EXTREMELY mature content. 

 1.  Psycho – dissociative identity disorder (multiple personality) 

 2.  One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest – schizophrenia 

 3.  What’s Eating Gilbert Grape? – language deficiency, lack of social skills, violent 

                  behaviors, cognitive impairments 

 4.  A Beautiful Mind – paranoid schizophrenia and hallucinating phases 

 5. Ordinary People –PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder) and survivor guilt 

 6.  Girl Interrupted – borderline personality disorder 

 7.  The Three Faces of Eve – dissociative identity disorder (multiple personality) 

 8.  Split – dissociative identity disorder (multiple personality) 

 9.  Silence of the Lambs – antisocial personality disorder 

          10.  The Soloist - schizophrenia 

 

 



Assignment:  After finishing the movie, write an analysis of the movie and the disorder on which 

it is based.  Include the following: 

 A.  A thorough explanation of the specific disorder addressed in the movie you chose.   

                  This should be at least 100 words.   

 B.  A clear and detailed description of the movie and how it relates to the specific  

                  disorder with which it is associated.  This should be at least 500 words.   

 

Specific Guidelines:   

 A.  You may type or write your paper.  If you choose to type your paper, use 12 point  

                   font and double spacing.  If you choose to handwrite your paper, write legibly in blue     

                   or black ink, skip lines, and write on the front only.   

 

 

Part 2 – TED Talks 

 

Watch the 4 TED Talks listed below (you can find them on You Tube or on www.TED.com).  

After listening to these lectures, you will provide a one paragraph summary OF EACH 

LECTURE, consisting of at least seven sentences.  Feel free to incorporate your opinion of the 

talk and discuss terms you were interested in, as well as terms about which you were unsure.  

Please be sure to TITLE each paragraph with the name of the Speaker and Lecture topic.   

 

1.  Angela Lee Duckworth:  Grit 

2. Elizabeth Loftus:  How Reliable is Your Memory 

3. Susan Cain:  Power of Introverts 

4. Amy Cuddy:  Body Language Shapes Who You Are 

 

***Due Dates:  The entire assignment is due the first full day of school next fall.  If you have any 

questions or concerns, you may email me at sray@mcminnschools.com.   

I am looking forward to seeing each of you at the beginning of the school year! 

 

Ms. Ray 

 

http://www.ted.com/
mailto:sray@mcminnschools.com

