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Major Texts 
Students are expected to procure copies of the following texts (buying them is an option). 
Please let me know if there is any difficulty.  

• Thoreau, Henry David. Walden. Introduction by Bill McKibben, Beacon Press, 2004. (Fall) 
• Dillard, Annie. Pilgrim at Tinker Creek. Harper Collins, 1998 or 2007 or 2013. (Spring)  
• Self-selected independent reading books (3) 

Summer Work 
All AP Language students must complete the full packet of summer work that was assigned at 
the end of last school year. All work will be assessed and count as major grades. Failure to 
complete this work may result in removal from the course.  

Required Supplies 
• Sturdy Composition notebook (100 

pages, not spiral) 
• Binder for handouts, text packets, 

and archiving written work 
• Loose leaf paper (college or wide 

ruled) 
• Black ink pens 
• Pencils 
• Index Cards 

• 5th pd: Clorox Wipes 
• 6th pd: Colored copy paper 
• Highlighters 
• Pencils 
• Scissors (recommended) 
• Tape (recommended)  
• Skinny Markers (recommended)  

Interactive Notebooks 
We will create our own textbook in this class by taking notes in a composition notebook. Please 
make sure this notebook is available in class each day. It will be a valuable resource.  

Grading System 
I use a standards-based grading system that is different from the way many teachers grade. 
Instead of calculating the percentage of correct answers on an assignment, I will evaluate each 
assignment for how close it comes to meeting the standards that it addresses.  

Each nine weeks we will evaluate your progress toward all the standards we have studied and 
translate these grades into letter/number grades in the normal format. 

The grading scale is as follows: 

Simple 
Rubric 
Score 

Descriptor Checkmark 
Scale 

Approximate 
Grade  

AP 
Rubric 
Score 

Descriptor Equivalent 
Grade  

4 Advanced P+ A 
9 

Effective 
99 

8 94 

3 Proficient P 
B 7 

Adequate 
88 

C 6 80 
D 5 73 

2 Basic P- 
F 

4 

Inadequate 

69 
3 65 

1 Below Basic O 2 60 
1 60 
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Assignment Types and Grading 
 Examples 
Major 
Assignments- 
 
Graded on the 
9-point AP 
scale. 
 
 

Compositions—Many essays are written in class and graded as rough drafts. 
Other compositions require rough draft, self-editing, and peer editing 
before the final draft is turned in. All work leading up to the final draft falls 
under the “daily work” category and must be turned in with the final draft.  
Projects—Several projects will be completed this year, including the 
researched persuasive speech, the political rhetoric project, the junior 
theme, and the junior portfolio.  
Tests—Tests will be given over course content/notes and major readings. 
Practice AP tests will also count as major grades. 
 

Minor 
Assignments-  
 
Graded on the 
4-point simple 
scale. 
 

Quizzes—Quizzes are mainly used to check for basic understanding of 
assigned readings. In addition to reading quizzes, quizzes over rhetorical 
terms and concepts will be given periodically. Not all quizzes will be 
announced. 
Reading Responses—For certain readings, a response journal or log will be 
assigned and collected.  
Reader’s Journals—Each week you will be responsible for finding, reading, 
annotating, analyzing, and responding to a current article from a major 
publication.  
Occasional Papers—Each week you will be asked to write a brief, informal 
paper on an occasion that caught your attention.  
Vocabulary Notebook—Each week you will be responsible for selecting 
vocabulary words from your reading and recording them in a notebook. 
Notebooks will be collected periodically.  

Daily Work-  
 
Checked for 
Completion 
 

Daily work includes any brief, informal, preparatory, or exploratory work that 
is not suitable to be considered a major or minor grade. Daily work includes 
the following: Quick writes, Group work, Grammar exercises, Imitation 
exercises, Other.  

Note: As in a college class, not all daily work will be graded.  

Expectations for Use of Technology 
We will use various technology tools in this class regularly. Let your instructor know if you have 
any difficulties accessing or using the required technology. Students will be required to 
participate in online discussions with classmates, post their work to the web, or use the Internet to 
complete or post assignments. Students are expected to type essays if at all possible.  

• Remind will be used for announcements and time-sensitive information. Text our class code 
@744947 to 81010 or download the Remind app for your phone.  

• Class materials will be posted to the Class Notebook in OneNote 
• Most assignments will be submitted through Microsoft Teams 
• Students should maintain electronic copies of all typed work submitted. Create a folder 

called [Your Name] AP Language in your OneDrive.  

Calendar 
• Each month, students will be provided with a calendar detailing the texts, lessons, and 

assignments scheduled for the month. Students are expected to consult and follow the 
calendar. Assignments should be completed as indicated by the calendar unless you are 
explicitly told otherwise.  
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Absences 
• Notify me in advance when you know you will miss class for any reason. Lessons in this class 

are tailored specifically for the students I have. Your absence affects everyone.  
• In the event of an excused absence, students will have one week from the date of return to 

make up missed work, with the exception of previously-assigned work or projects which are 
due on the student’s return. It is the student’s responsibility to check with me to make up 
missed work.  

Late Work 
A pattern of turning in work late will have adverse effects on your learning, your stress levels, and 
your final grade in the course.  

All work is due at the beginning of class unless otherwise noted. It may not be submitted later in 
the day and considered on time. Late work may be submitted up to one week late 
accompanied by a parent note.  

Plagiarism and Cheating 
Plagiarism is defined as the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off 
as one's own. Unless specifically told otherwise, students should complete all work 
independently. It is considered cheating or plagiarism to do any of the following: 

• Work with a classmate on an assignment (unless told otherwise) 
• Copy a classmate’s assignment 
• Give or receive information about quiz or test questions or answers 
• Do “research” on an assignment that asks only for independent thinking 
• Copy anyone else’s words without giving proper credit 
• Rephrase someone else’s words inappropriately, even if you give proper credit 
• Use someone else’s ideas without giving proper credit for the ideas 

Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses both because they interfere with your learning and 
because they (often) display dishonesty.  

Assignments that show cheating or plagiarism will not receive credit. All instances of cheating or 
plagiarism will result in a parent conference.  

Semester Exams 
• The semester exam will be a shorter version of the AP exam. The exam will consist of answering 

multiple-choice questions on previously unknown passages and writing an essay. It will count 
for 20% of the semester grade.  

• Students who meet the requirements of the district exemption policy will be exempt from the 
semester exam.  

AP Exam 
The Advanced Placement Exam in English Language and Composition will be given on the 
morning of Wednesday May 15, 2019. The exam consists of a one-hour multiple-choice section, 
a 15-minute reading period, and a 2-hour writing section in which three essays will be written. The 
exam is scored on a 5-point scale, with a score of 3 or higher typically earning college credit.  

The exam costs approximately $90. Students on a fee waiver will pay a significantly reduced 
price. Any student earning a 3 or higher on the exam will be reimbursed the full cost of the test. It 
is expected that every student enrolled in the course will take the exam. Students must sit for the 
exam to receive the 5-point rigor bonus on their class grade.   
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Part II. Tentative Course Syllabus 
All aspects of the syllabus are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.  

Unit Title 0 – AP Boot Camp: Seeing & Writing 

Month August - 16 days 

Essential Questions • What does it mean to see? 
• How do we discern truth? 
• How do we know whom/what to trust? 

APUSH Era 1491-1607 

Writing Focus Descriptive/Reflective Writing 

Assessments Summer Work 
OP1 
Rhetoric in my Town Project 
Goals Statement 

Standards/Skills Everything's an Argument 
Concrete vs. Abstract 
Purpose Arrow 
Rhetoric 

AP Skills  N/A 

Language Focus • Dead Words 
• Linking vs. Action Verbs 

Texts The Allegory of the Cave- Plato 
This is Water- David Foster Wallace 
The Ways We Lie- Stephanie Ericsson 
The Danger of the Single Story- Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
Walking- H.D. Thoreau 
Franklin- from Autobiography 
GTD Infographic 

Speaking/Listening Oral presentation 

Research Goals Reflect on summer learning; choose book 1 

AP Prompts Overrated Argument 
Lincoln RA  

Practice and Diagnostics Argument and RA pre-assessments; 
Multiple choice practice 

 

Unit Title 1. America's Beginnings; Introduction to Rhetorical Analysis 

Month September – 15 days 

Essential Questions • Under what principles and values was America founded? How do those 
principles and values impact our nation today and throughout our history?  

• What does it mean to be an American? 
• What is/was the American Dream? 
• How do authors create change?  
• When does evidence become proof? 

APUSH Era 1607-1754 
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Writing Focus Rhetorical Analysis 

Assessments Rhetorical Precis 
Paragraph with evidence 

Standards/Skills Rhetorical triangle 
Kairos 
Ethos 
Pathos 
Logos 
PEEL/Toulmin 

AP Skills 
(new skills in bold) 

-Identify and describe components of the rhetorical situation; the 
exigence, audience, writer, purpose, context and message.  
-Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 
-Develop a paragraph with a claim and evidence supporting a claim 

Language Focus • Active vs. passive voice verbs 
• Punctuating titles 

Texts A City on a Hill 
Patrick Henry "Give me Liberty or Give me Death" 
Crevocoeur "Letters from an American Farmer" 
Alexis de Toqueville 
Abigail Adams letter to John (remember the ladies?) 
The Declaration of Independence 
Banneker's letter to Jefferson 
Federalist #10 
Common Sense 
Washington's First Inaugural 
Washington's Farewell Address 
Washington's Farewell Address (Hamilton) 

Speaking/Listening Socratic Seminar 

Research Goals Read JT Book 1; reflect on purpose and methods 

AP Prompts Chief Seattle RA 
Elizabeth I RA 

Practice and Diagnostics Personal Progress Check 1 

 

Unit Title  2. America in Conflict: Equality and Argumentation 

Month October – 14 days 

Essential Questions • Under what principles and values was America founded? How do those 
principles and values impact our nation today and throughout our history?  

• What does it mean to be an American? 
• What is/was the American Dream? 
• How do authors create change?  
• When does evidence become proof? 

APUSH Era 1754-1800 

Writing Focus Argumentation 

Assessments Speech 

Standards/Skills Thesis 
Organization/Structure 
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Tone 
Logic 
Classical Argumentation 
Rogerian Argumentation 
Audience awareness 

AP Skills 
(new skills in bold) 

-Explain how an argument demonstrates an understanding of an 
audience’s beliefs, values, or needs.  
-Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 
-Identify and explain the overarching thesis of an argument, and any 
indication it provides of the argument’s structure.  
-Demonstrate an understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values or 
needs.  
-Develop a paragraph with a claim and evidence supporting a claim.  
-Write a thesis statement that requires proof or defense and that may 
preview the structure of the argument. 

Language Focus • Integrating quotations 
• Sentence combining 

Texts Frederick Douglass- Narrative 
Douglass- What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? 
Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address 
Lincoln- Gettysburg Address 
Letter from Birmingham Jail- MLK 
Ain't I a Woman- Sojourner Truth 
Malcolm X- literacy narrative 
How it feels to be Colored Me- Zora Neale Hurston 
Indian Education- Sherman Alexie 

Speaking/Listening Quick Debates 

Research Goals Gathering secondary sources related to book 1 
Choose book 2 

AP Prompts Banneker RA 

Practice and Diagnostics Personal progress check 2 

 

Unit Title 3. Social Customs: Various Modes of Expression 

Month  Oct-Nov – 15 days 

Essential Questions • To what extent are individuals controlled by the expectations of their 
society? 

• What can we learn about ourselves by studying the customs of other 
cultures? 

• How can ideas be synthesized across texts to form a coherent argument? 
APUSH Era  1800-1848 

Writing Focus  Synthesis 

Assessments  Modes Project 
Social Customs Synthesis 

Standards/Skills  Modes of Writing 
Diction 
Imagery 
Narrative as argument 
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AP Skills 
(new skills in bold) 

 -Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 
-Describe the line of reasoning and commentary that explains it 
throughout an argument.  
-Recognize and explain the use of methods of development to accomplish 
a purpose. 
-Develop a paragraph with a claim and evidence supporting a claim 
-Develop a line of reasoning and commentary that explains it throughout 
an argument. 
- Use appropriate methods of development to advance an argument. 

Language Focus • Coordination 
• Semi-colons 
• Parenthetical Citations 

Texts The Lottery – Shirley Jackson 
My Childhood on the Continent of Africa – David Sedaris 
Body Ritual Among the Nacirema – Harold Miner 
Behind the Formaldehyde Curtain – Jessica Mitford 
Size 6 the Western Women’s Harem – Fatima Mernissi 
Shooting an Elephant – George Orwell 
A Web of Brands – Naomi Klein 
Live Free and Starve - Chitra Divakaruni 

Speaking/Listening  Oral Presentation 

Research Goals  Read Book 2 

AP Prompts  Monuments Synthesis 
Disobedience Argument  

Practice and Diagnostics  Personal Progress Check 3  
 

Unit Title 4. Walden: or, Living Deliberately 

Month  November-December – 15+ days  

Essential Questions • What does it mean to live deliberately? 
• To what extent are we free to choose our mode of living? 
• How do we measure a successful life?  

APUSH Era  1844-1877 

Writing Focus  Rhetorical Analysis 

Assessments  Analytical Responses 
Walden Project 

Standards/Skills  Introductions and Conclusions 
Syntax 

AP Skills 
(new skills in bold) 

 -Identify and describe components of the rhetorical situation; the exigence, 
audience, writer, purpose, context, and message. 
-Identify and explain the overarching thesis of an argument, and any indication it 
provides of the argument’s structure.  
-Recognize and explain the use of methods of development to accomplish a purpose. 
-Write introductions and conclusions appropriate to the purpose and 
context of the rhetorical situation. 
-Write a thesis statement that requires proof or defense and that may preview the 
structure of the argument  
-Use appropriate methods of development to advance an argument. 
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Language Focus • Complex sentences 
• Appositives and other interrupters 

Texts Walden – Henry David Thoreau 
Poetry- Emily Dickinson 
Poetry- Walt Whitman 
Excerpt from Uncle Tom’s Cabin- Harriet Beecher Stowe 

Speaking/Listening  Socratic seminar 

Research Goals  Gather secondary sources related to book 2 
Choose book 3 

AP Prompts  Conformity Argument Drabble 
Artifice argument 

Practice and Diagnostics  Personal Progress Check 4 

 

Unit Title 5. Earth and Environment: Arguments for Ecology 

Month  January – 15 days 

Essential Questions • What is nature? What isn’t nature? 
• What is the relationship between man and nature, especially today?  
• What do we owe nature?  

APUSH Era 1865-1898 

Writing Focus  Argumentation 

Assessments  Nature Argument 

Standards/Skills  Transitions 

AP Skills 
(new skills in bold) 

 -Describe the line of reasoning and explain whether it supports an 
argument’s overarching thesis.  
-Explain how the organization of a text creates unity and coherence and 
reflects a line of reasoning.  
-Explain how word choice, comparison, and syntax contribute to the 
specific tone or style of a text. 
-Develop a line of reasoning and commentary that explains it throughout an 
argument 
-Use transitional elements to guide the reader through the line of 
reasoning of an argument 
-Strategically use words, comparisons, and syntax to convey a specific 
tone or style in an argument. 

Language Focus • Colons & Dashes 
• Participles and participial phrases 

Texts “Living Like Weasels” –Annie Dillard 
“The Divine Soil” –John Burroughs 
“How to Poison the Earth”—Linnea Saukko  
Excerpt from Prodigal Summer by Barbara Kingsolver 
Excerpt from “Nature” by Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Excerpt from “A Walk in the Woods” by Bill Bryson 

Speaking/Listening  Quick Debates 

Research Goals  Collect Secondary sources related to book 3 
Formulate a research question 
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AP Prompts  Value of the Unknown argument 
Wind Turbine Synthesis 

Practice and Diagnostics  Personal Progress Check 5 

 

Unit Title 6. Pilgrim at Tinker Creek: Where the Heck are We?  

Month January-February – 15 days  

Essential Questions • What kind of world is this? 
• How do we know? 

APUSH Era 1890-1945 

Writing Focus Synthesis 

Assessments PATC Review 
PATC/Walden synthesis 

Standards/Skills  Attribution 

AP Skills 
(new skills in bold) 

 -Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 
-Identify and describe the overarching thesis of an argument, and any indication it 
provides of the argument’s structure. 
-Explain how word choice, comparison, and syntax contribute to the specific tone or 
style of a text. 
-Develop a paragraph with a claim and evidence supporting a claim.  
-Write a thesis statement that requires proof or defense and that may preview the 
structure of the argument  
-Strategically use words, comparisons, and syntax to convey a specific tone or style in 
an argument 

Language Focus  TBA 

Texts Pilgrim at Tinker Creek – Annie Dillard 
Poetry- William Carlos Williams 
Excerpt from The Call of the Wild –Jack London 

Speaking/Listening Socratic Seminar 

Research Goals  Gather scholarly sources related to your research question 

AP Prompts Singer argument 
Space synthesis 
Last child in the woods RA 

Practice and Diagnostics  Personal progress check 6 

 

Unit Title 7. News and Politics: Information and its Effects 

Month  February-March – 15 days 

Essential Questions • How are political controversies developed and resolved? 
• How can I know what information to trust?  

APUSH Era  1945-1980 

Writing Focus  Rhetorical Analysis 

Assessments  Politics Project 
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Standards/Skills Counterargument 
Qualification 
Concession 
Rebuttal 

AP Skills 
(new skills in bold) 

 -Identify and describe components of the rhetorical situation; the exigence, 
audience, writer, purpose, context and message. 
-Explain ways that claims are qualified through modifiers, counter 
arguments, and alternative perspectives. 
-Explain how writers create, combine, and place independent and 
dependent clauses to show relationships between and among ideas. 
(analyze complexities …) 
-Explain how grammar and mechanics contribute to the clarity and 
effectiveness of an argument. 
-Write introductions and conclusions appropriate to the purpose and context of the 
rhetorical situation. 
-Qualify a claim using modifiers, counter arguments, or alternative 
perspectives. 
-Write sentences that clearly convey ideas and arguments.  
-Use established conventions of grammar and mechanics to 
communicate clearly and effectively. 

Language Focus • Independent and dependent clauses 

Texts “Resistance to Civil Government”—H.D. Thoreau 
“The Perils of Indifference” –Elie Wiesel 
“Hath not a Jew Eyes” (excerpt from Merchant of Venice –Wm. Shakespeare) 
“Politics and the English Language” -George Orwell 
Excerpt from Catch-22 -- 

Speaking/Listening  Oral Presentation 

Research Goals  Compile a bibliography 

AP Prompts Polite speech argument 
Chavez RA 
Eminent domain synthesis 

Practice and Diagnostics  Personal Progress Check 7 

 

Unit Title 8. Junior Theme: Reading to learn; Writing to educate 

Month  March – 16 days  

Essential Questions • What are the conventions of academic research writing at the college level?  
• How can I communicate my learning clearly and effectively to an academic 

audience?  

APUSH Era  1980-present 

Writing Focus Argumentation 

Assessments Annotated bibliography  
Junior theme researched argument essay 

Standards/Skills  Conventions of research writing 

AP Skills 
(new skills in bold) 

 -Explain how an argument demonstrates an understanding of an audience’s beliefs, 
values, or needs. 
-Explain how word choice, comparison, and syntax contribute to the specific tone or 
style of a text. 
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-Explain how writers create, combine, and place independent and dependent clauses 
to show relationships between and among ideas. 
-Demonstrate an understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values or needs.  
-Strategically use words, comparisons, and syntax to convey a specific tone or style 
in an argument. 
-Write sentences that clearly convey ideas and arguments.  

Language Focus  TBA 

Texts Sources 
Model papers 

Speaking/Listening Quick Debates 

Research Goals Finalize the researched essay 

AP Prompts Libraries synthesis 
Gandhi RA 

Practice and Diagnostics  Personal Progress Check 8 

 

Unit Title 9. Changing the World: Synthesizing what We’ve Learned 

Month  April – 15+ days 

Essential Questions • Who am I?  
• What really matters to me? 
• How do authors create change? 

APUSH Era  N/A (review all) 

Writing Focus  Synthesis 

Assessments College application essay 
TED-style speech 
Junior Portfolio 

Standards/Skills  Review 

AP Skills 
(new skills in bold) 

 -Explain ways that claims are qualified through modifiers, counter- arguments 
-Qualify a claim using modifiers, counterarguments, or alternative perspectives., and 
alternative perspectives.  

Language Focus  TBA 

Texts  TED Talks 

Speaking/Listening  Oral Presentation 

Research Goals  Revise for a different audience/format 

AP Prompts  Creativity argument 
Adams RA 

Practice and Diagnostics  Personal Progress Check 9 

 


