
WORLD HISTORY SYLLABUS- MR. RABINE 

CLASSROOM PHILOSOPHY: The driving philosophy in Mr. Rabine’s world. history class is simple: life is what 
you do with it! If a student believes that he or she is able, then he or she is able. If a student believes that he or she is 
NOT able, then he or she is NOT able. “Incompetent” students do not exist at McMinn County High School, in my 

classroom, or in the students’ mind. 

If one works hard in life, then good things will come of it! 

THINGS TO BRING TO CLASS EVERYDAY: 

1.) Pens/ Pencils/ Writing Utensils.  

2.) One notebook. 

3.) One folder (Ring Binder is Optional) for notes and handouts.  

4.) A mind that is open, friendly, and willing to learn. 

GRADING 

I.) Homework Most homework consists of class participation, the student’s daily Personal Reflection journal 
(collected and graded every week), and some assignments that will need to be completed at home.        

II. Quizzes  It is very important the student studies in advance for the quizzes. 

III.) Exams/ Projects: When a unit is over (usually every one-and-a-half to two-and-a-half weeks, there might be an 
exam or a project due that is relevant to the subject matter on the unit covered). Each exam and project will have its 
own criteria and will be discussed before the assignment is due. EXAM AND PROJECT GRADES ARE WORTH 
LARGE PERCENT OF THE STUDENTS’ OVERALL GRADE! THE STUDENT SHOULD NEVER FAIL TO 

PASS IN PROJECTS ON TIME OR NOT STUDY FOR EXAMS!  

IV.) Midterm and Final Both the Midterm (to be taken at the end of the first semester) and the Final (to be taken at 
the end of the academic year). Study sessions will be available for students who wish for extra help. 

V.) Map Quizzes Ten percent of grade over US and sometimes World geography (as appropriate for the lessons in 
the unit). 

*Study Guides Will Be Given Days Before Quizzes, Exams, Etc.* Homework Map Quizzes  Exams/ Projects 
Midterm and Final 

SUBJECT MATTER: Since this is a class on world history, about five thousand years of subject matter will be 
discussed. Cultures, religion, war, peace, treaties, politics, geography, and everything in between will be covered, as 
“History is everything, and everything is History.” The student will learn concepts, vocabulary, writing, reading, and 

note taking skills, along with learning imperative life skills that are important in everyday living. 

� General Pacing and Curriculum Standards 
§ Unit One: Age of Revolution 1750-1850: Students compare and contrast the Glorious Revolution 

of England, the American Revolution, the Spanish American Wars of Independence, and the 
French Revolution, and their enduring effects on the political expectations for self-government 
and individual liberty. 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from The Magna Carta (1215), excerpts from 
The English Bill of Rights (1689), The American Declaration of Independence (1776), excerpts from “The 
French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen” (1789) 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: excerpts from Mary Wollstonecraft’s “Vindication 
of the Rights of Women”; excerpts from Montesquieu’s “Spirit of the Law;” excerpts from Immanuel Kant’s 
“Critique of Pure Reason;” excerpts from John Locke’s Second Treatise of Government; excerpts from Jean 
Jacques Rousseau’s “The Social Contract” 



§ Unit Two: Industrial Revolution 1750-1914: Students analyze the emergence and effects of the 
Industrial Revolution in England, France, Germany, Japan, and the United States. 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: excerpts from the abolitionist writings and 
speeches of William Wilberforce; excerpts from John Stuart Mill’s “On Liberty”; excerpts from 
Charles Darwin’s “Origin of Species”; excerpts from Louis Blanc’s “Organization of Work”: excerpts 
from Karl Marx’s and Frederick Engel’s, “Communist Manifesto”; excerpts from Adam Smith’s 
“Wealth of Nations”; excerpts from Thomas Malthus’ “Essays on Principle of Population” 

 
§ Unit Three: Unification and Imperialism 1850-1914: Students analyze patterns of global 

change in the era of 19th-century European imperialism. Students describe the independence 
struggles of the colonized regions of the world redistribution of power, armed revolution, and 
cultural clashes. 
 

 
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: excerpts from Rudyard Kipling’s “White 
Man’s Burden”; excerpts from Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness; excerpts from Otto von Bismarck’s 
“Letter to Minister von Manteuffel” 

 
§ Unit Four: World Wars 1914-1945: Students analyze the causes and course of the First World 

War, along with the long-term military, economic, and political effects. Students describe the 
various causes and consequences of the global depression of the 1930s, and analyze how 
governments responded to the Great Depression. Students analyze the rise of fascism and 
totalitarianism after World War I. Students analyze the causes and course of World War II, along 
with the long-term military, economic, and political effects of the World War II. 
 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: excerpts from Wilfred Owen’s “Dulce et 
Decorum Est”; the “Zimmerman Telegram”; excerpts from Erich Maria Remarque ‘s All Quiet on the 
Western Front; excerpts from Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises; excerpts from Adolph Hitler’s 
Mein Kampf; excerpts from “The Nuremburg Laws”; excerpts from Elie Wiesel’s “Night”; excerpts from 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “Arsenal of Democracy”; excerpts from Winston Churchill’s “Fight on the 
Beaches” speech; excerpts from John Hershey’s Hiroshima 

 
§ Unit Five: Cold War 1945-1989: Students explain the causes, major events, and global 

consequences of the Cold War. Students analyze major developments in Africa, Asia, Europe, and 
Latin America since World War II. 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: Winston Churchill’s “Iron Curtain Speech”; Joseph 
Stalin’s “Response to Churchill’s Iron Curtain Speech” 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: Harry S. Truman’s “Truman Doctrine”; 
excerpts from Mohandas K. Gandhi‘s “Indian Home Rule”; excerpts from Václav Havel‘s “The Power of 
the Powerless” 

§ Unit Six: Contemporary World Since 1989: Students analyze the major developments and 
globalization in the world since the end of the Cold War. 

 

 

 



RULES AND EXPECTATIONS: 

 1.) Remember the Golden Rule: “Treat others the way YOU want to be treated.” (Learn it and live it.)   

2.) Respect others. Respect other people’s things, and space.  

3.) Be on time and come prepared. 

4.) No electronics. This means headphones, cells, video games, etc. Put cells in the pouch BEFORE class, and put 
headphones on off, and away. You will get your things back at the end of class. If a student has his or her electronics 
out, it will be taken by the teacher. Students get ONE warning for the WHOLE school year. Anytime after this, the 

teacher will bring the electronics to the administration office and will be picked up by parents/ guardians. 

5.) No restroom trips for the first five and last five minutes of class.   

6.) Raise your hand. 

7.) Follow the rules according to the handbook.  

8.) Pick up/clean up after yourself.  

A five step plan has been developed to deal with any that may arise.  
   
1. Warning  
   
2. Student/Teacher Conference  
   
3. Detention  
   
4. Parent/Guardian will be called.  
   
5. Student will be taken to the office.  

 

If the student needs to speak with the teacher, do so in a civil and timely manner before or after class. 

Remember, the teacher is here to talk to for help, or other situations. Do not be afraid to speak to the teacher if need 
be. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

E-mail: mrabine@mcminnschools.com  

Room Number: 129  

  

  

  


