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United States Government and Civics 

Syllabus 
 
 Course Description 
 
Students will study the purposes, principles, and practices of American government as established 
by the Constitution. Students are expected to understand their rights and responsibilities as 
citizens and how to exercise these rights and responsibilities in local, state, and national 
government. Students will learn the structure and processes of the government of the state of 
Tennessee and various local governments. The reading of primary source documents is a key feature 
of United States Government and Civics standards. 
 
Course Overview 
 
1) Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of the American government as 
expressed in the Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy. 
2) Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as 
established by the Constitution. 
3) Students summarize landmark United States Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution 
and its amendments. 
4) Students analyze the scope and function of federal power. 
5) Students evaluate issues regarding campaigns for national, state, and local elective offices. 
6) Students evaluate the influence of the media on American political life. 
7) Students evaluate the scope and limits of rights and obligations as democratic citizens, the 
relationships among them, and how they are secured. 
8) Students evaluate the fundamental values and principles of civil society, their interdependence, 
and the meaning and importance of those values and principles for a free society. 
9) Students analyze the development and evolution of civil rights for women and minorities and how 
these advances were made possible by expanding rights under the Constitution. 
10) Students analyze the influence of the federal government on the American economy. 
11) Students identify and explain the structure and functions of government at the state and local 
levels in Tennessee. 
 
Course Text 
 
Remy, Richard C.  United States Government:  Democracy In Action. 2nd  ed. Columbus, Ohio:  The 
McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. 
 
Course Planner 
 
Chapter 1:  People and Government 
Chapter 2:  Origins of American Government 
Chapter 3:  The Constitution  
Chapter 4:  The Federal System 
Chapter 5:  The Organization of Congress  



Chapter 6   Development of Congressional Powers 
Chapter 7:  Congress at Work 
Chapter 8:  The Presidency 
Chapter 11:  The Federal Court System 
Chapter 23:  Structure and Function of State Government 
Chapter 24:  Structure and Function of Local Government 
Chapter 22:  Foreign Policy and Defense 
 
 
Classroom Policies 
 
Format: Most classes will follow a lecture/discussion format whose purpose is to provide basic 
background information, to clarify textbook readings, and to add material not provided by the 
textbook.  All information will be provided though powerpoint presentations.  You will need to take 
notes.  From time to time, I will show a video that pertains to what we are studying.    
 
Grading:  Grades will be determined from study notes, quizzes, tests, and project.  There will be no 
extra credit or bonus points given!  If you do the regular classwork, you shouldn’t need extra work. 
 
This class is required for graduation.  You will need to give it the attention that it deserves. 
  
Notebook:  Each student must maintain a notebook.  The notebook must be a three-ring binder (1 ½ 
binder is best—your textbook is not a notebook.).  You will need to keep all study notes for the 
semester final.  
   
Code of Honor:   Any form of cheating will not be tolerated!  Any act of cheating will result in a 
zero.  Also, it will be very difficult for you to be trusted in the future.   
 
Make-up Work:  Remember, whether you are present or not, you are responsible for everything 
that happens in class that day including announcements, changes in the schedule, or any other 
occurrence.  Assignments for the week are located on the board.  If you missed class due to an 
appointment, you should be expected to make up your work the next day.  Do not expect three days 
to make up an assignment in this case.   In addition, it is your responsibility to ask about making up 
work upon your return.  Failure to do so will result in the work not being able to be made up at a 
later date. There is an expiration date for work not made up on time.  Also, you will need an excuse 
from the office in order to make up work.   
 
Attendance, dedication, interest, class participation, and responsibility must all be provided by you, 
the student.  Procrastination, absentism, and laziness will not serve to accomplish the task that you 
are undertaking. 
 
Tardiness:  Students should be in their desks at the bell!  You will be counted tardy if you are not 
in your seat.  After two tardies, you will be given lunch detention. 
 
Restroom Privileges:  It is up to the discretion of the teacher to allow students to go to the 
restroom during class time. Students are allowed five minutes between classes and are expected to 



use that time wisely.  You will not be allowed to check in and then go to the restroom.  Restroom 
passes will not be issued until during the first ten minutes of the classroom period.  You are allowed 
four restroom trips during the nine week grading period unless you have permission from the office 
or a doctor’s excuse.  Also, do not ask to go during the last ten minutes of class.  The restroom 
privilege is not a vending maching trip. 
 
Classroom Courtesy and Behavior: Your actions are by choice!  Make good decisions and 
understand that there are consequences for bad decisons. 
 
Do not attempt to use your cell phone during class.  I would suggest that you turn it off.  Cell 
phones will be taken up and turned into the office.  Don’t stack books up on your desk or use your 
backpack in an attempt to hide your phone usage.  If for any reason you feel you need to look at 
your cell phone, I would advise you to come up and ask.  You will need to have a real good reason in 
order for me to agree.  Also, ear buds and head phones need to be put up before entering class.  If 
seen, these too will be taken up.  Any refusal to give up phones, ear buds, or head phones will result 
in a trip to the office.    
 
Finally, any sort of physical or verbal abuse will not be tolerated!  This means that there should be 
no touching, name–calling, put downs, cursing, or any other behavior deemed to be inappropriate. 
 
 
 
 


