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Contemporary Issues 

Syllabus 
 
 Course Description 
 
Students will use inquiry skills to examine the issues that impact the contemporary world.  Included 
in the course will be analysis of the historical, cultural, economic, and geographic factors that have 
raised certain issues to levels of concern in our nation and around the globe.  Students will engage 
in research and problem solving in order to better understand and assess significant current 
issues.. 
 
Course Overview 
 
See state standards. 
 
Classroom Policies 
 
Format: Most classes will follow a lecture/discussion format whose purpose is to provide basic 
background information.  All information will be provided though powerpoint presentations.  You will 
need to take notes.  Also, we will watch video news outlets to spark discussion. 
 
Grading:  Grades will be determined from study notes, quizzes, tests, and projects..  There will be 
no extra credit or bonus points given!  If you do the regular classwork, you shouldn’t need extra 
work. 
 
Notebook:  Each student must maintain a notebook.  The notebook must be a three-ring binder (1 ½ 
binder is best—your textbook is not a notebook.).  You will need to keep all study notes for the 
semester final.  
   
Code of Honor:   Any form of cheating will not be tolerated!  Any act of cheating will result in a 
zero.  Also, it will be very difficult for you to be trusted in the future.   
 
Make-up Work:  Remember, whether you are present or not, you are responsible for everything 
that happens in class that day including announcements, changes in the schedule, or any other 
occurrence.  Assignments for the week are located on the board.  If you missed class due to an 
appointment, you should be expected to make up your work the next day.  Do not expect three days 
to make up an assignment in this case.   In addition, it is your responsibility to ask about making up 
work upon your return.  Failure to do so will result in the work not being able to be made up at a 
later date. There is an expiration date for work not made up on time.  Also, you will need an excuse 
from the office in order to make up work.   
 
Attendance, dedication, interest, class participation, and responsibility must all be provided by you, 
the student.  Procrastination, absentism, and laziness will not serve to accomplish the task that you 
are undertaking. 
 



Tardiness:  Students should be in their desks at the bell!  You will be counted tardy if you are not 
in your seat.  After two tardies, you will be given lunch detention. 
 
Restroom Privileges:  It is up to the discretion of the teacher to allow students to go to the 
restroom during class time. Students are allowed five minutes between classes and are expected to 
use that time wisely.  You will not be allowed to check in and then go to the restroom.  Restroom 
passes will not be issued until during the first ten minutes of the classroom period.  You are allowed 
four restroom trips during the nine week grading period unless you have permission from the office 
or a doctor’s excuse.  Also, do not ask to go during the last ten minutes of class.  The restroom 
privilege is not a vending maching trip. 
 
Classroom Courtesy and Behavior: Your actions are by choice!  Make good decisions and 
understand that there are consequences for bad decisons. 
 
Do not attempt to use your cell phone during class.  I would suggest that you turn it off.  Cell 
phones will be taken up and turned into the office.  Don’t stack books up on your desk or use your 
backpack in an attempt to hide your phone usage.  If for any reason you feel you need to look at 
your cell phone, I would advise you to come up and ask.  You will need to have a real good reason in 
order for me to agree.  Also, ear buds and head phones need to be put up before entering class.  If 
seen, these too will be taken up.  Any refusal to give up phones, ear buds, or head phones will result 
in a trip to the office.    
 
Finally, any sort of physical or verbal abuse will not be tolerated!  This means that there should be 
no touching, name–calling, put downs, cursing, or any other behavior deemed to be inappropriate. 
 
 
 
 


