
AP US Government and Politics 
Summer Assignment 

Coach Quirk 
 
Welcome to AP Government! Listed below are the exercises required to complete your summer 
assignment.  Please know the following material well enough to pass a test on it the tenth day of class. If 
at any time you have questions on this assignment or any aspect of our class next year please e-mail me   
at jquirk@mcminnschools.com. I look forward to meeting you in August. 

 

1. Purchase either a three-subject or five-subject College Ruled Spiral Notebook for this course. I will 
expect you to have it with you at every class and study session for the year. It will become, in effect, a 
second textbook written by you and a course study guide for exam preparation. 

 

2. The following assignments are to be the first pages in the notebook: 
1. The answers to the US Constitution scavenger hunt. 
2. Notes/answers on Federalist 10. 
3. Notes/answers on Federalist 51. 

 

** Separate each section; do not put the Constitution answers on the Supreme Court notes or Federalist 
10/51 answers on the President notes. Treat each as separate assignments with separate pages. 

 

4. Develop an understanding of the United States Constitution.  Study the seven articles and twenty- 
seven amendments. Just a basic understanding and your interpretation of what each part means is all that 
I am looking for at this stage. An online copy can be found at  
http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/constitution.table.html#preamble. 

Complete the attached scavenger hunt in the Spiral Notebook. 
 
5. What were the Federalist Papers?  Read Federalist Paper #10 and Federalist Paper #51. Both 
documents can be found at http://www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers. 

Complete the attached reading guide for both Federalist Papers. 
 

. 
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AP Government 
Summer Assignment 
The U.S. Constitution Scavenger Hunt 

 

 

Answer the following questions in your Government Spiral Notebook. Remember to use 
complete sentences that reflect the question in the answer. The U.S. Constitution can  
be found at: http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/constitution.table.html#preamble. 

 

Summarize the following: 
Preamble  
Article I  
Article II  
Article III  
Article IV  
Article V  
Article VI  
Article VII  

 

1. Compare Article I with Article II. Which article is longer and more detailed? 

2. Identify two powers denied from Congress in the Constitution. 
3. How does the House of Representatives determine the rules of proceedings? 
4. Identify two powers the Constitution prohibits from the states. 
5. What are the eligibility requirements for members of the house? 
6. What are the eligibility requirements for members of the Senate? 
7. What are the eligibility requirements for the President? 
8. The powers of the Constitution that are specifically granted to the branches of government 

or to office holders are called expressed powers. Identify two expressed powers of each of 
the following: 
The President    
The Vice President    
Congress    

9. According to the principle of checks and balances, each branch of the government must 
have control over the other branches. Look at the first three articles of the Constitution and 
identify one of each type of checks and balances. Indicate where each power is listed in the 
Constitution (article/section). 

How does the Executive check the Legislative? 
How does the Executive check the Judicial? 
How does the Legislative check the Executive? 
How does the Legislative check the Judicial? 
How does the Judicial check the Executive? 
How does the Judicial check the Legislative? 

10. According to the Constitution, who has the power to declare war? 
11. What power does the Constitution give the president in the area of war? 
12. See Article IV. Explain the Supremacy Clause in your own words. 
13. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be proposed? 
14. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be ratified? 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/constitution.table.html#preamble


15. The first 10 amendments to the Constitution are called the Bill of Rights. Outline the 
general purpose of those 10 amendments: 

 
1  
2  
3  
4  
5  
6  
7  
8  
9  
10  

Describe briefly the remaining 17 

11  
12  
13  
14  
15  
16  
17  
18  
19  
20  
21  
22  
23  
24  
25  
26  
27  

 

16. Which amendment(s) protect the rights of women? 
17. Which amendment(s) protect the rights of African Americans? 
18. How were U.S. Senators chosen before the seventeenth amendment? 
19. Identify by number the amendments that: 

Extended individual rights?  
Extended voting rights? 

Prohibited certain practices by the states? 
20. Outline the process for installing the Vice President as acting President against the will of the 
president as described in the twenty-fifth amendment. 
21. How many times is the word privacy mentioned in the entire Constitution (articles and 
amendments). 
22. Identify two terms in the Constitution that you do not understand. Look up the meanings of 
the terms and define them here. 



AP Government 
Summer Assignment 
Federalist 10 and 51 Reading Guide 

 

 

Directions: Read Federalist 10 and 51. Answer the following questions in your spiral notebook. 
Label the page appropriately and write the answer to include the question (do not rewrite the 
question then follow with the answer.  I should be able to glean the question from your answer). 
Use direct quotes to support your response. The questions are in order of their answer within the 
reading.  The documents can be found online at:  
http://www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers 

 

Federalist 10 
1. Summarize how Madison feels about “factions”. 
2. Define faction. 
3. If Madison were alive today, what factions would he see? 

4. What are two methods of curing the mischief of factions? Would this be possible today? 
5. What are two methods of removing the causes? Would this be possible today? 
6. How does Madison feel about the first remedy? Why? 
7. How does Madison feel about the second remedy? Why? 
8. What does Madison say about the causes of factions? Is this true today? 
9. What does Madison say is source of factions? Is this true today? 

10. How should these interests be regulated? 
11. What will factions do to the good of the whole society? 
12. How does Madison say that factions can be controlled? 
13. What will happen when the faction is a minority? 
14. What will happen if the faction is a majority? 

15. What are the two possibilities of solutions? 
16. Is there a cure in a pure democracy for the mischief of faction? 
17. What promises the cure? 
18. How does Republic compare to a democracy? Which is best? Why? 
19. Why do extensive republics provide the best safeguard against factions? 
20. What is the “happy combination” that will cure the problem? 
21. Why will extended republics be able to do better? 
22. Why will large republics have an advantage over small ones? 
23. How will Federalism stop the growth of tyranny? 

 
Federalist 51 

1. What questions does Madison ask? 
2. What does separation of power require? 
3. What does Madison say about the judiciary? 
4. What does Madison say about the members of each department? 
5. What is the great security against one department growing too powerful? 

6. Why is it necessary for ambition to contradict ambition? 
7. Who will dominate a republican government? 
8. What is the remedy for this? Would an absolute veto remedy this? 
9. What are two considerations for the federal system of America? 
10. How does Madison repeat and complete the argument in Federalist 10? 

http://www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers

