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Dear Student and Parent, 

Welcome to Advanced Placement Human Geography! People often ask, “What is AP?” 
An AP class is taught as a college course, but taken in high school. An AP class differs from an 
honors or gifted class because the textbook and materials are college level. All AP classes are 
college level and require college level work, effort, maturity, and discipline. Additionally, students 
have the opportunity to earn college credit by making a qualifying score on the AP exam taken in 
May. All students will move at the pace required to be ready for the test.  

So, what is Human Geography? This is not a history class nor do we talk much about 
physical geography. Rather, we discuss population trends, culture, politics, agriculture, industry, 
and urbanization. Prepare yourself for weekly quizzes, reading, note taking and projects. 
Academic expectations are high; assignments are meant to be challenging. The text is a college-
level textbook and is written at a significantly higher reading level than most high school social 
studies textbooks. It may take you longer to read the text and you will probably have to look up 
words that you do not understand. 

While these expectations are high, I will help you transition to high school AP classes in a 
careful way. You will be challenged, but you will also be supported. The class is meant to give you 
a solid base to further your academic career at McMinn. Together we can have a great year if you 
will take on the challenge to work hard and put forth the required effort to make the most of this 
opportunity. 

Topics of study in AP Human Geography 

1. General Geography Skills 
This unit covers topics like absolute and relative location, the purpose of maps and a 
general overview of all the topics we are going to cover. In this unit, we will analyze a 
variety of maps.  

2. Population 
This unit focuses on topics such as migration and disease. We will compare populations 
across the world and discuss reasons for the differences. We also look at why people 
migrate and how that affects the world as a whole.  

3. Culture 
This unit deals with two main areas of culture: Language and Religion. For language, we 
trace the roots of how language began and how certain languages are related. We also 
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explore the importance of language to a person’s culture. For religion, we explore about 
10 different religions (Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, etc.). Students will learn the 
basic philosophies of these religions and again, how religion affects culture. We will also 
look at how differences in religion are at the root of many conflicts across the globe. We 
will also explore the area of racism and its roots and purpose.—Project involving folk 
culture vs. popular culture. We will also study different housing types using 
gingerbread houses. Students will be asked to bring in extra materials if able. Last year 
we also had a cultural food day; students brought in dishes that were unique to their 
family and/or culture.  

4. Political 
This unit focuses on how cultures have created boundaries among them which have 
then led to nations and governments. We will look at different ways to govern countries. 
We will contrast the terms “state” and “nation.” We will also look at groups that help to 
bring the world’s nations together such as the UN, NATO, NAFTA, European Union, and 
organizations that tear the world apart.  

5. Agriculture 
This unit covers where certain foods are grown in the world and organic vs. genetically 
engineered foods.—Project involving different types of agriculture. Students will 
participate in an agriculture job fair.  

6. Industrialization 
This unit will look at how industry began. We will also learn the five key characteristics of 
a successful industry.  

7. Cities and Urban Use 
This unit covers the process of building cities. We will also look at the effect cities have 
on the environment. —If time allows students will be asked to create a city model 
using edible materials.   

This class is designed to meet AP standards and requirements (these can be found on the AP 
College Board website).  The class will prepare students to take the AP Human Geography test in 
the spring. We will be working towards achieving a score of 3, 4, or 5 on the AP Exam. The AP test 
will be timed, and it will cover topics discussed both semesters. All students must take the AP 
exam in order to receive the EPSO and the additional five points per nine weeks. I will be giving 
students a syllabus on our first day that explains further expectations. For this course students 
will need paper and pencil. It is also suggested that students have a one-inch binder. I also ask for 
a $5 donation to help supply materials and supplemental texts. If you have any other questions 
please feel free to email me. I look forward to an exciting year!  

Warm regards, 

 

Ms. Jessica Moses  

 


