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AP Human Geography 

The curriculum for this two-semester course consist of topics drawn from seven interrelated units of study 
outlined in the AP Human Geography Course Description booklet published by the College Board. The purpose of 
the course is to utilize geographic processes to systematically study and understand the following concepts: 

1. Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives 
2. Population Geography 
3. Cultural Patterns and Processes 
4. Political Organization of Space 
5. Agriculture and Rural Land Use 
6. Industrialization and Economic Development 
7. Cities and Urban Land Use 
8. Settlement and Services 
9. Cities and Urban Land Use 
10. Resource Management 
11. Careers in Geography  

Description 

This class introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human 
understanding, use, and organization of the earth. Students will employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to 
examine human organization of space. This AP Human Geography class teaches spatial relationships at different 
scales ranging from local to global. 

This class is designed to meet AP standards and requirements (these can be found on the AP College Board 
website). The class will prepare students to take the AP Human Geography test in the spring. Students are 

encouraged to prepare for and to take the AP test. All students must take the AP exam in order to receive 
the EPSO and the additional five points per nine weeks.   

Assessments 

The assessment of students’ performance is based on tests, quizzes, short papers, free-response questions, class 
projects, and daily participation.  

Each unit of study includes reading quizzes for chapters in the text, several daily grades, a minimum of one free 
response question, project, and the unit test. I will use the Edmodo assessment manager to write assignments and 
other quizzes. Each quiz may consist of 10 challenging multiple-choice items that require careful reading of the 
chapter in preparation for the quiz.   

Textbook 

James M. Rubenstein: The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography (11th Edition)  

First Semester: Cultural Geography 

I. Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives  
a. Thinking about space 
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b. Thinking about place 
c. Thinking about region 
d. Thinking about scale 
e. Thinking about connections 

II. Population Geography 
a. Where the world’s population is distributed  
b. Where the world’s population has increased  
c. Population is increasing at different rates in different countries 
d. Demographic transition model 
e. The world might face an overpopulation problem 
f. Why people migrate 
g. Distribution of migrants 
h. People migrate within a country  

III. Cultural Patterns and Processes 
a. Folk and Pop Culture 

i. Where folk and popular cultures originate and diffuse 
ii. Folk and popular culture and the cultural landscape 

iii. Folk culture is clustered 
iv. Popular culture is widely distributed  
v. Globalization of popular culture causes problems  

b. Language 
i. Where English language speakers are distributed 
ii. Indo-European languages 

iii. Where other language families are distributed  
iv. People preserve local languages  

c. Religion 
i. Universalizing and ethnic religions 
ii. Religions organize space 

iii. Territorial conflicts arise among religious groups 
d. Ethnicity 

i. Distribution of ethnicities  
ii. Why some ethnicities have been transformed into nationalities  

iii. The clash of ethnicities  

Second Semester: Political and Economic Geography 

IV. Political Geography 
a. The difference between a state and a nation 
b. Boundaries 
c. Boundary problems 
d. Cooperation between states 
e. A look at terrorism 

V. Development 
a. Economic, social, and demographic indicators 
b. More developed regions versus less developed regions  
c. Obstacles to development 

VI. Agriculture and Rural Land Use 
a. Agricultural hearths 
b. Classification of agricultural regions 
c. Agriculture in more developed countries 
d. Economic issues involving agriculture 
e. Rural land use 
f. Rural landscape analysis  



VII. Industrialization  
a. Origins of the Industrial Revolution 
b. Distribution of Industry 
c. Situation factors and site factors 
d. Weber’s industrial location model 
e. Obstacles to optimum locations 
f. Problems faced by industry 
g. A look at NAFTA 

VIII. Settlement and Services  
a. Where services originated  
b. Rural settlements 
c. Distribution of services 
d. 1. Central place theory 2. Market area analysis 
e. Business services in large settlements 
f. Central business district  

IX. Urban Patterns 
a. Origin and location of urban areas at multiple scales  
b. Urban models 
c. Problems of inner cities 
d. Problems in suburbs 

X. Review for AP Human Geography Exam  
XI. Resource Issues 

a. Fossil fuel depletion  
b. Source of pollution  
c. Global food resources  

XII. Careers in Geography   

AP Human Geography Expectations  

1. Students will come to class prepared and ready for engagement. 
2. Students will complete independent work outside of class and know that the pace of learning will be 

faster than those of honors or regular track classes. 
3. Students understand a high level of independent study is required on their part. 
4. Students will meet deadlines for assignments. 
5. Students will seek extra help when needed. 
6. Students will prepare diligently for the AP exam. 
7. Students will be assessed frequently with AP release test items and timed tests. 
8. Students will approach coursework with open minds and positive attitudes. 
9. Students will need 45 minutes to 1 hour outside of class everyday if they spread out the work 

appropriately. 
10. Students will need to read around 20-40 pages of text per week. You need to read carefully and 

thoughtfully and take notes as you read.  
11. Students will have quizzes over each section and exams for each chapter/unit of study. Exams are a 

combination of multiple choice and essay questions. 
12. Students will read numerous primary sources and supplemental readings throughout the course.  

Class Materials                       Provided for students 

1. Small Binder with dividers      Textbook and study resource 
2. College-ruled filler paper 
3. Multiple pencils 
4. Blue/Black ink pen 
5. Colored Pencils  
6. $5 Class Fee—Money will be spent on providing students with other materials this school year 



Optional Supplies        Grades 

1. Hand sanitizer          Assessments: 35% 
2. Tissues       Classwork/Homework 25% 
3. Post-it notes      Projects                 25% 
4. Eraser caps      Bellwork/Participation 15% 
5. Markers 

Late/Incomplete Work 

Late work receives 20% penalty per school day. Late work is defined as work that is not turned in on the day it is 
due if you were present at school. 

 1 Day Late—80% 

 2 Days Late—60% 

 3 Days Late—0%  

Absentee Policy 

Yes, we did something important while you were absent. The student will have ample time to make up any 
missed assignments he/she might accrue while absent. It is the student’s ultimate responsibility to obtain this 
work. The student should ask for his/her work either before or after class. Please, do not ask me for any missed 
assignment during class. He/She will have one day plus the number of days he/she missed to complete and turn in 
this work. For instance, if the student is absent on Monday and returns to school on Tuesday, then his/her missed 
work will be due Thursday. In the same way, if a student is absent on Monday and Tuesday, then returns on 
Wednesday, his/her missed work will be due Monday of the following week. The student must provide an excused 
absence slip in order to receive work for the day he/she was absent.  

Plagiarism and Cheating 

Plagiarism is the taking of ideas and writing of another and passing them off as one’s own.  

In this class, plagiarism includes… 

1. Turning in another’s work as one’s own 
2. Copying work from a friend before class (or while in another class) 
3. Including a source but failing to cite it 
4. Copying an author’s exact words and passing them off as one’s own 

*The teacher will notify the administration and contact parents if cheating/plagiarism is suspected. 

*The student will be given a zero for that particular test or assignment.  

I, ________________________________________, have read and understand the rules and expectations for AP 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY. I acknowledge that it is my responsibility to contact my teacher if I have any questions or 
concerns. I know that this syllabus, assignments, calendars, and resources are available to me on Edmodo at any 
time. I know that assignments can be submitted digitally at any time and that printer/computer/flash drive issues 
are not an excuse for late work. Please sign and return to Ms. Moses for a grade.  

Student Name & Signature ___________________________________________________________   
 
Parent Name & Signature ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent email: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 


