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McMinn County High School  
Honors English Summer Reading Assignment (grades 9-11) 

All students registering for Honors English grades 9-11 are asked to choose a book to read that 
will be interesting, challenging, and beneficial. 

You will complete four brief reflections as you read the book, according to the following guidelines:  

• Divide your book into four roughly equal sections. Make sure you end each section at a reasonable 
stopping point.  

• After each section, write a journal response using one or more of the prompts on the back of this page to 
record your thinking (suggested length 1 page per response). 

• Return your work along with this sheet when school begins in the fall. You may be asked to complete 
further assignments relating to the book at that time.  

 
Title of Book: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Author: ___________________________________________________________ Number of Pages: ____________ 

What made you choose this book? What do you hope to get out of it?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Section 1 pg. ___________ - ___________ 

Section 2 pg. ___________ - ___________ 

Section 3 pg. ___________ - ___________ 

Section 4 pg. ___________ - ___________

Suggested Titles Appropriate for High School Readers  

Non-Fiction: Fiction 
The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater 
Between a Rock and a Hard Place by Aron Ralston 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by Bryan Mealer and 
William Kamkwamba 
Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah 
Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario 
The Hot Zone by Richard Preston 
I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 
Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer 
Lab Girl by Hope Jahren 
A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah 
The Lost City of Z by David Grann 
Nickle and Dimed: On Not Getting By in America by 
Barbara Ehrenreich 
The Perfect Storm by Sebastian Junger 
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 
Rocket Boys (sometimes titled October Sky) by Homer 
Hickman   
The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean 
Covey 
Third Man Factor by John Geiger 

1984 by George Orwell 
As I Lay Dying William Faulkner 
Call of the Wild* by Jack London 
Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns  
The Good Earth by Pearl Buck 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 
I am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika Sanchez 
In the Time of Butterflies by Julia Alvarez 
The Invisible Man* by H. G. Wells 
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
Little Women* by Louisa May Alcott 
The Member of the Wedding by Carson McCullers 
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 
On the Beach by Neville Shute 
The Once and Future King by T.H. White 
The Princess Bride by William Goldman 
Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 
Sleeping Freshman Never Lie by David Lubar 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
The Time Machine* by H. G. Wells 
Watership Down by Richard Adams 

* Titles marked with an asterisk are available in the public domain and may be found for free online at sites like Project 

Gutenberg https://www.gutenberg.org/ 

https://www.gutenberg.org/
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Books to Avoid—These books are frequently taught in English classes  
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
Night by Elie Wiesel  
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer

 
Response Prompts – Choose a different prompt for each section of the book. Write your 
responses neatly on paper or type them in a Word document. 
Any text 

• Write about something that intrigues, impresses, amuses, shocks, puzzles, disturbs, repulses or 
aggravates you. Include a quotation and your response.  

• Choose a passage from the text that you think is just outstanding writing. Include the passage and 
articulate why you find this selection so powerful. 

• What patterns do you see emerging in the text? Does the author repeat certain words or phrases? 
Sentence patterns? Symbols? Images? Modes of narration? 

• What is the writer’s purpose? What does he/she hope to accomplish? Choose at least two passages from 
the text that clearly demonstrate said purpose. Include the quotations and your explanation.  

• What is the tone? What contributes to that tone? How does this tone affect the meaning? Provide 
examples and explain.  

Fiction 

• Describe an interesting or important character in your book. What makes this character important or 
interesting to you? Make sure to include events in which the character was involved.  

• If your book has a main character, does he/she change over the course of the text? If so, why and how?  

• What was the author saying about life and living through this book? In other words, what is the theme of 
the book? Cite specific examples of how that theme is developed. 

Nonfiction 

• Explain some things you have learned so far that you are not likely to forget in the near future. 

• What claims does the writer make? How does he/she support them? Do you ultimately find him/her 
convincing? What is the author’s primary method of persuading his/her audience?  

• Who is the author’s intended audience? What group or subgroup of people is the author trying to 
persuade or inform? What assumptions about the audience does the writer make?  

• How does the author establish his or her own authority (ethical appeal)? What does he/she do to prove 
he/she is a credible source? If mentioned, how did he/she conduct his/her research prior to writing? Did 
you find the information in this book to be reliable? How do you define “reliable?” How did the author 
prove that his/her facts were true?  

 

Evaluation Rubric 
 Below Expectations At Expectations  Above Expectations 

Organization All four responses are 
somewhat legible, poorly 
organized, and a half page or 
less per section. 

All four responses are legible, 
clearly organized, and 
approximately 1-page per 
section. 

All four responses are typed or 
legibly written, well organized, 
and more than 1-page per 
section. 
 

Development Responses include vague 
references to the text and 
show the reader minimal 
thought about the text. 

Responses include specific 
references to the text and 
show the reader has read and 
thought about the text. 

Responses include specific 
references to the text and in-
depth understanding of the 
text using thoughtful 
expression.  

Language and 
Style 

Responses are written in 
mostly complete sentences in 
standard English with some 
errors that may impede 
understanding.  

Responses are written in 
complete sentences in 
standard English with minimal 
errors that do not impede 
understanding.  

Responses are written in 
standard English with a mature 
style, flow of ideas, and little to 
no errors. 
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