
Dear Parent/Guardian 
  

            My name is Brian Kyle and I will be your child’s Honors American History teacher for the 2019-
2020 school year. I’m really looking forward to having your child in class this year. I really love teaching 
and will do everything I can to make this year a very successful and happy one for your child. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please call me at 745-4142 (school) during my planning period which is 5th 
period (12:35-1:25). You can also email me at dkyle@mcminnschools.com or you can contact me 
through edupoint, our online grading program. Login information will be provided within the first couple 
of weeks of school. 

  

            American History now has an end of course test. The test counts for 25% of the overall grade in 
this course. The test will be administered in late April. By that time we will have covered everything from 
the Civil War up to the present. The test starts with Reconstruction and will cover everything up through 
the present. If your child is here everyday or at least the majority of the time, passing the test will be no 
problem. I had a 100% passing rate last year, everyone being advanced. I expect the same this year.  

  

Materials Needed 
  

Notebook: A three ring binder or a three prong folder with pockets and loose leaf paper. 

  

Highlighter: Can be any color, yellow, blue, orange, etc… 

  

Pencils and Pens: Pens should be either black or blue ink, and pencils should be sharpened or have 
plenty of led prior to the beginning of each class. 

  

Textbooks: They will be provided during the first week of school and should be brought to class daily. 
Our books are new, so they must be kept up with!!! 

  

Novels (Readings) To Be Used This Year 
  

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne: We’ll read this novel as we learn about the Holocaust and 
do chapter summaries as well as hold class discussions following the assigned readings.  

  



The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien: We’ll read this novel as we learn about the Vietnam War and do 
chapter summaries as well as hold class discussions following the assigned readings.  

  

“A Date Which Will Live In Infamy”: McMinn County, Tennessee During WWII by Bill Akins and Kenneth 
Langley: This book is an awesome source that will be used to learn about our local history during the 
Great Depression and WWII. 

  

The Daily Post Athenian: This will be provided to us twice a week by wonderful sponsors such as Capital 
Bank, Tennessee Wesleyan College, McMinn County Board of Education and the office of Congressman 
John Duncan. We’ll use the DPA throughout the year to work on projects, study current events, learn 
about propaganda, and to study the present. 

  

National History Day 

  
The Honors U.S. History classes will also participate in the 2019 National History Competition. We’ll 
compete at the school level, county level, state level, and possibly the national level. The theme for 
2019 is Revolution, Reaction, Reform in History. We’ll use the website www.nhd.org quite often 
throughout the year. We’ll choose topics and do most of the groundwork before Christmas, and the 
research will begin in January. This project certainly encourages higher order thinking and allows 
students to go more in depth in the topic of their choosing. 

  

  

Standards and Objectives 

1-112 may be found at the following address… 

http://www.tennessee.gov/assets/entities/education/attach
ments/std_ss_us_history_geography.pdf 

  

  

Course Pacing 

  
1st Nine Weeks: State Standards 1-30 “The Rise of Industrial America” 



  

2nd Nine Weeks: State Standards 31-53 “The 1920s and The Great Depression 

  

3rd Nine Weeks: State Standards 54-81 “Between the Wars and World War II, and The Cold War 

  

4th Nine Weeks: State Standards 82-112 “Modern United States 1945-1979, and Contemporary United 
States 1980-Today 

  

Access To Instructional Materials 
(In accordance with TCA 49-6-7003, any instructional materials that families would like to see 
will be made available by email request to teacher and principal.) 

 

Grading 
  

Notebooks, daily work, homework, current events, projects, quizzes, study guides, and tests will make 
up the final six weeks average. 

  

25% of the student’s overall grade will come from the End of Course test. The test will be cumulative, 
covering everything taught in the course from August to May. It’s a state required and administered 
test.  

  

All assignments will be due at announced times. Late work will be penalized five points for each day that 
it’s late. No work will be accepted after three days. No late work will accepted during the last three days 
of a six weeks grading system. 

  

I grade on a points system. Tests count for 100 points. Projects, notebook grade, vocabulary, quizzes, 
and study guides will be worth anywhere from 25-50 points.  

  

If a student is absent, it will be their responsibility to get their makeup work, which will always be 
posted in the classroom, and have it turned in within three days of the absence. If a student needs help 
on makeup work, I will be available between 7:30 and 8:00 each morning or we can arrange a session 
after school that is convenient for both of us. I also have some of the best teacher’s aids in the school 
that will be available to help out. 

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Discipline 
  

I ask that all students abide by the following list of expectations: 

  

1. Be in your seat and prepared for the class when the bell rings. Tardies will not be tolerated!!! (three 
unexcused tardies count as one unexcused absence) 

  

2. Bring all books and materials to class each day. 

  

3. Stay in your seat unless you have permission to do otherwise. 

  

4. Follow directions the first time they are given. 

  

5. Do not use vulgar or offensive language. 

  

6. Gum, food, drinks, and candy will not be allowed in the classroom. 

  

I don’t expect any problems. However; a five step plan has been developed to deal with any that may 
arise. 

  

1. Warning 



  

2. Student/Teacher Conference 

  

3. Detention 

  

4. Parent/Guardian will be called. 

  

5. Student will be taken to the office. 

  

Although, I do not anticipate any problems, I am prepared to address those that may arise. 

  

Unfortunately, most of this letter is about my procedures, but I’m excited about this school year, and I’m 
really looking forward to working with you and your child to make this a positive and exciting journey for 
us all. 

                                                                                     

Thank You, Brian Kyle 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

After you’ve read this letter, please sign and date this page and send it back to the school with your child 
as soon as possible. If you have any questions please contact me at 423-745-4142 
dkyle@mcminnschools.com 

  

  

  

_____________________________________ 



Student Name 

  

_____________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name 

  

_____________________________________ 

Phone Number/Email 

  

______________________________________ 

Date 

  

  

  

  

 

 


