
Advanced Band Syllabus 
2019-2020 

Teacher Information 
Teacher Email  

Abbie Headrick aheadrick@mcminnschools.com 
 

 

Catherine Betts cbetts@mcminnschools.com  

General Information 

This course has two major components: marching band in the fall and concert 
band in the spring. The marching band learns a field show to perform at 
football games and band competitions. The concert band works up music for 
several concerts throughout the year. Please the see the band handbook to get 
a more detailed description of the requirements for this course. 
 

Course Objectives 
TN State Music Standards 

Domain: Perform 

Foundation P1 Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation 

Foundation P2 Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for 
presentation 

Foundation 3 Convey and express meaning through the performance of artistic 
work 

Domain: Create 

Foundation Cr1 Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work 

Foundation Cr2 Organize and develop artistic ideas and work 

Foundation Cr3 Refine and complete artistic work 

Domain: Respond 

Foundation R1 Perceive and analyze artistic work 

Foundation R2 Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work 

Foundation R3 Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work 



Domain: Connect 

Foundation Cn1 Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to 
artistic endeavors 

Foundation Cn2 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context 

Course Pacing   
1st Nine Weeks: Prepare a pre-game show including the National Anthem and 
the Fight Song.  

Prepare songs to play in the stands at the football games including:  

Hey Cheer, Mortal Combat, Cherokee Uprising, Ironman, Fight Song, ESPN, 
Shout it Out, Rep Yo City, All I Do Is Win, Confident, Drag Me Down, Cheap 
Thrills, Chained to the Rhythm, Handclap, Tequila, Soul Finger, Bang Bang, All 
of the Lights, Apache, Crazy in Love, The Greatest Show, Havana, Feel it Still, 
Burn, Can’t Stop the Feeling, Go Fight Win, and several other drum cadences 
and cheers. 

Prepare a field show with color guard choreography, marching drill moves, and 
music. This year’s show is Rewind and includes: High Hopes, Party in the 
U.S.A., Creep, and Livin on a Prayer.  

2nd Nine Weeks: Continue the same material 

Prepare music for a Halloween themed concert. 

Prepare patriotic music for a Veteran’s Day Parade and school program. 

Prepare holiday themed music for the Athen’s Christmas parade and a Holiday 
Concert.  

3rd Nine Weeks: Prepare music for ETSBOA Concert Festival 

Learn all 12 major scales 

Prepare an audition for where students will be seated in concert band 

Prepare music for a Spring Concert 

Improve rhythmic reading and sight-reading skills  

4th Nine Weeks: Continue the same material 

Prepare music for MCHS graduation 

Auditions for leadership positions, drum major, color guard, and drumline 

Review basic marching skills 

Beginning learning music for next year’s field show 



Course Materials 

Instrument, Music, Drill charts, Flags, Rifles, Lyre, Tennis Shoes, Pencil 

Major assignments and Field Trips 

Marching Band 
 

Band Camp 
 
Band camp will be held at McMinn County High School. Everyone in marching band 
MUST attend band camp. Please make every effort to arrange your schedule now so 
that no student misses any of band camp.  
 
The camp schedule is as follows: 
 
July 15-16  8:00 -12:00   New Marchers/Leadership (Half day) 
   1:30 - 4:00   Percussion & Color Guard (Full day) 
 
July 17-19  8:00-12:00   Everyone 
   1:30-4:00 
 
July 22-25  8:00-12:00   Everyone 
   1:30-4:00 
 
July 26  8:00 – 12:00   Everyone 
   1:30    DCI Trip to Murfreesboro (This trip is 
optional but highly recommended. Tickets are $45 and you will also need money for 
dinner.) 
 
July 29  8:00 - 12:00   Everyone 
   1:30 – 4:00     
 
July 30  8:00 – 12:00   Everyone 
   1:30 – 4:00   Percussion & Color Guard 
   7:00    Parent Meeting/Student Performance 
 
August 8  3:30-5:00   Everyone (First After School Rehearsal) 
 

Band Camp Tips 
 



Lunch break will be from 12:00 until 1:30 each day during band camp. Students may 
bring a lunch or leave campus.  
 
Dress for the weather. Wear cool lightweight clothing as well as socks and tennis shoes. 
Get outside this summer and become acclimated to heat before band camp. You will be 
outside for most of the day. 
 
Eat breakfast each morning before coming. Water will be provided throughout the day, 
but you need to bring a water bottle. NO CUPS OR BOTTLES WILL BE PROVIDED. 
 
Please wear sunscreen! It is so important to protect your skin. One burn at the 
beginning of band camp will make the rest of the week miserable. 

 
Fall Schedule 

 
We will have after school rehearsals every Tuesday and Thursday until 5:00 PM. There 
may also be sectional rehearsals called occasionally, but students will have at least one 
week notice in order to clear schedules.  
 
Every rehearsal is important. Please avoid scheduling appointments during a band 
rehearsal. Remember, band is a group effort and if a student is absent there is no one 
to fill his/her spot. Those students involved in athletics or other activities that may cause 
a conflict with the rehearsal schedule should provide schedules and contact information 
of the coach or sponsor so that I can contact them. I will always try my best to 
collaborate, so students can participate in both. 
 
We will march in three parades during the fall semester: the MCHS Homecoming 
Parade (Thursday, September 26), a Veteran’s Day Parade (Saturday, November 9), 
and the Athens Christmas Parade (Monday, December 2). 
 
We also perform at every football game, home and away. The schedule is as follows: 
 
8/23   McMinn Central  Away 
8/30   Sequoyah   Home 
9/06   Open     
9/13   Ooltewah   Away 
9/20   William Blount  Home 
9/27   Bearden   Homecoming 
10/04   Heritage   Away 
10/11   Notre Dame   Away  
10/18   Cleveland   Home (Fall Break) 
10/25   Maryville   Away 
11/01   Bradley   Home (Senior Night) 



 
Kickoff is at 7:30 PM. Report times for students will be announced one week in 
advance. The band will be required to perform at all play-off games as well. 
 
 
This fall we will attend three regional marching competitions. Competitions are always 
on Saturday and will take all day. Please keep your schedules clear for competition 
dates. We will compete on the following dates September 28, October 5, and October 
26. We cannot compete successfully without every band member. 
 
McMinn County has placed fall break on October 14 – October 18. There is a McMinn 
County High School football game on October 11 that every member is required 
to attend. Mark your calendars now so there will be no problems on this date. The 
football game on October 18 will be a pep band made up of students who are in town. It 
is a home game, so the band will be responsible for running concessions. If you are in 
town you are expected to attend the game.  

 
Concert Band 

 
Concert Band Performances 

 
Halloween Concert – Wednesday or Thursday, October 30 or 31, 2019 We change 
over to concert band after competition season. All students who play an instrument in 
the Fall are expected to continue with band in the Spring semester. Color guard 
members who do not play an instrument will need to register for another class during 
the Spring semester. 
 
Holiday Concert - Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 7:00 PM. (May change depending 
on basketball schedule) 
 
Festival - We will attend Concert Festival in March. Exact dates will be given when the 
ETSBOA calendar is set.  
 
Spring Concert - Our second concert will be Tuesday, April 14, 2020. 
 
Graduation – We will perform at the graduation ceremonies of MCHS. Graduation will 
most likely be Saturday, May 16, 2020. This is a mandatory performance. 
 
Grading Policy 



 
MCHS Band Attendance Policies 

 
Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is required of all members of the band 
program. This includes full band, sectionals, trips, and competitions. Unexcused 
absences or frequent tardies will lower the student’s grade. It is the responsibility of 
each student and his/her parent(s) to notify the band directors at least 24 hours in 
advance with a signed note, e-mail or phone call should an absence be absolutely 
necessary. Failure to contact a director prior to an absence will result in the lowering of 
a student’s grade. This does not include days when a student has an excused absence 
from school so long as they turn in an admit slip from school for their absence.  
 
Excused Absences: 
1. Sickness 
2. Death in family 
3. Prearranged conflict. Must be cleared in advance. 
4. Emergency doctor’s appointment 
 
Unexcused Absences: 
1. Skipping 
2. Forgetting 
3. Work 
4. Make-up test for another class  
5. Detention 
6. Doctor and other appointments which could be scheduled at a different time 
7. Any conflict not cleared in advance. 
 
Any reason not listed here will be excused at the directors’ discretion. 
 
 

MCHS Band Grading Policies 
Students’ grades will be determined based on the following: 
 
Performance Grade - This grade includes attendance at all performances and conduct 
during performances. An unexcused absence from a performance will result in an 
automatic failing grade for the nine weeks. 
 
Daily Rehearsal Grade - Every student earns a daily rehearsal grade as well as a 
grade for each after school rehearsal and sectional. This grade is based on attendance, 
attitude and preparation. Tardies, behavior problems, and failure to have all necessary 
equipment will not be tolerated and will result in a lowered daily grade. Every student is 



expected to have their instrument, music, pencil, drill cards, lyre, and tennis shoes at 
every rehearsal. Tennis shoes are required for every rehearsal. It is impossible to march 
properly with the wrong shoes.  
Deductions to a students’ daily grade will be made for the following reasons: 
- Lack of essential equipment (this includes tennis shoes) 
- Tardy for rehearsal 
- Disruption of rehearsal 
- Not storing equipment in its proper place in the band room 
- Not being prepared to play or march required music and drill 
- Unexcused absences from rehearsal 
 
Playing Tests/Homework – Students will earn grades for music memory checks, 
playing tests, theory worksheets, etc. 
The same format is used to determine grades during concert band. Students are 
expected to have their instrument, music, mutes (if necessary), reeds, and a pencil at 
every rehearsal. The semester exam will be a scale memory test. 
 

Behavior Expectations 
Please see above. 

 

Access to Instructional Materials 
(In accordance with TCA 49-6-7003, any instructional materials that families would 
like to see will be made available by email request to teacher and principal.) 

 


