
HAYES 

AP Environmental Science SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

Section 1: Electronic Setup 

 In this course we will be using technology to help you learn basic content and to communicate as 

scientists do in the 21st century. Complete the following two tasks to ensure that you are ready to begin 

on the first day of class. 

 1. Be sure to get class announcements by signing up for REMIND. I will use this tool to send out class 

announcements and reminders periodically. Simply text @k7c963 to 81010. 

 2. Email me at Jhayes@mcminnschools.com and introduce yourself. Please let me know the following 

information: a. Your name b. Any special hobbies or interests you have. c. Why you have chosen to take 

APES. e. What you currently do to help your environment d. Any concerns you may have for next year 

Section 2: Chemistry Review 

Chemistry is a big part of environmental science. Chemistry is a prerequisite before registering for the 

course. In order to review some of the basic chemistry concepts, you will need to complete the 

following on a clean sheet of paper. This may be typed or handwritten, but you will be turning in 

virtually.  

1. For each of the following, write out the chemical name that goes with the symbol.  

 

 2. Write at least a paragraph that explains the following:  

a. What is the pH scale? What does it measure? 

b. How do the numbers on the pH scale compare? Example – is a pH of 4 twice as strong as a pH 

of 2? Hint – the pH scale is not linear! 

 c. What are the average pH ratings of the following common substances in the environment? 

 i. Blood 

 ii. Rain 

 iii. Freshwater (lake or river)  

iv. Ocean water 

 

Section 3: Legislation 

Legislation Name Is this a US or 
World Treaty, 
Law or Act? 

Date 
Enacted 
(Year) 

Description of the Legislation (Give the 
purpose, important founding 
organizations or people, any major 
points that you find) 

Agenda 21    

Clean Air Acts    

Clean Water Acts    
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Comprehensive 
Environmental Response 
Compensation Liability Act 

   

Consumer Product Safety 
Act 

   

Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered 
Species 
 

   

Emergency Planning & 
Community Right-To-Know 
Act 

   

Endangered Species Act    

Energy Policy Act    

Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act 

   

Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act 

   

Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act 

   

Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Act 

   

Food Quality Protection Act    

Law of the Sea Convention    

Marine Mammal Protection 
Act 

   

London Dumping 
Convention 

   

Helsinki Convention    

Marine Plastic Pollution 
Research and Control Act 

   

Montreal Protocol    

National Energy Act    

National Environmental 
Policy Act 

   

National Park Act    

National Wildlife Refuge 
System Act 

   

Ocean Dumping Ban Act    

 

Section 4: Scavenger Hunt Portion (choose any 3) 

1. Watch the news, read the newspaper, or check an online news website such as CNN, Fox, USA 

Today, etc. for 10 days (does not have to be consecutive). Write down the main headlines and a 

sentence summary for each.  

2. Go to a state park and take a hike. Document by taking photos of you there with the map and 

another photo of you with any wildlife or nature on the trail. Follow trail rules, take a friend, and 

Leave No Trace.  
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3. Visit a zoo or aquarium and learn about animals’ habitats. Turn in your ticket stub or photo and 

summary of 2 animals. List their Latin names (Genus and species), habitat, food, and any natural 

predators/prey if applicable).  

4. Start recycling at your house. *Our recycling center takes paper, plastic (1’s and 2’s), and 

aluminum. Document with a picture of you at recycling center.  

5. Visit the landfill and observe. Photo and written paragraph of your reaction.  

6. Use reusable shopping bags at your local market. Document with a photo. Need 5 different logs.  

7. Identify 10 trees in your neighborhood. Photo and log of tree with common names and Latin 

names.  

8. Clean up litter at least 3 times.  

9. Watch a movie/Read a book that deals with the environment. 3-Paragraph summary of 

book/movie. (1st paragraph: What the book was about, 2nd Paragraph: What the message 

was/what the world can learn, 3rd paragraph: Your rection/thoughts) 

10. Go meatless one day a week for the whole summer. *Make sure that you are getting alternative 

protein on these days. Take a picture of your dinner on your meatless days (at least 6 days).  

Put all of your pictures/log/summaries in an organized document (try to fit all pictures to one page if 

possible). You will turn these in the first week of class. The assignment will go on your first 9 weeks 

grade.  

I look forward to meeting you and seeing what you can bring to our class! 

        -Mrs. Hayes 


