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This is the beginning of a busy time, and I look forward to working with you to help you 
be successful with the goal of helping prepare you to be successful in other academic 
settings. 

  
Course Description  
  This class is a rigorous course designed to make students become better readers, writers 
and thinkers. New standards and writing strategies will be used to elevate students’ current skill 
levels.  We will be analyzing and working with a variety of poetry, non-fiction choices, novels, 
and persuasive materials. We will have at least two major writing assignments per semester, 
including literary analysis, research, personal narrative, poetry analysis, and more.   
  
Readings for the year include, but are not limited to:  

• Poetry selections  
• Julius Caesar 

• Selected short fiction pieces 

• Non-fiction pieces such as Thoreau’s “Resistance to  Civil Government” 

• Antigone  

• A literary selection of the student’s choice from a list provided by the instructor 

  
Methods of Instruction  
These are just a sampling of what your student can expect in my classroom over the course of the year  

• Formal  lecture  
• Large and small group discussion  
• Practice of analysis of literature, poetry, and non-fiction selections  
• Vocabulary enrichment  

    

Expectations Regarding Writing  
This course requires you to write formally and informally. Formally, you will write for a variety 
of purposes and a variety of audiences. Informally, you will write to reflect on your choices as a 
writer as well as to process information and to deepen your understanding of important concepts.  



Plagiarism will be dealt with very severely: an immediate zero will be assessed on the 
assignment and notification will be made to an administrator and the parent/guardian of the 
student.  Plagiarism is theft!  Use your own words and ideas – don’t take them from others 
without giving them credit! (We will learn about proper citing this year also!) 

  
Supplies  
  A three-ring binder or section of a large notebook dedicated to this class  
  A supply of clean notebook paper  
  Blue or Black ink pens  
  Pencils  

A white board marker  
*You will be expected to maintain these supplies for everyday use in the classroom and 
to assist you in your homework.  
All in-class assignments must be in either blue or black ink on white paper. 
   Most final draft assignments MUST be typed.   

  

TAKE HOME ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PERIOD.  
During the first semester, those assignments not turned in properly will lose 10% of the grade 
for each day they are late. In the second semester, any late work will automatically receive no 
better than a score of 50%.    
  
I am available to help a student who may have questions or need clarification, but the assignment 
must be done before the class begins.  
  
Sometimes, and for a variety of reasons, a student may encounter problems printing out a hard 
copy of an assignment that is due.  If this happens a student can e-mail me the document, and I 
will print it out for him or her.  This option is available for any student two times per 
semester.  However, I expect the student to take responsibility for the assignment: first to see 
that I received the e-mail document, and secondly to have it printed before the school day starts.  
If I receive an e-mailed paper, but the student does not come to see me before school, I will not 
print out the assignment, and it will receive a late score.  
  
Revision  
  Major writing assignments may be revised once for consideration of a higher grade 
(these are not automatically awarded an A). You must have a conference with me regarding 
your revision before revisions will be accepted.  The original grade will be averaged with the 
new score for the final revision grade entered in the grade book.  
  
Absences  
  You are responsible for any material covered during an absence. That means that the 
day you return to school you need to see me to get missing assignments and directions for 
completion.   



  If you miss an in-class assignment due to an excused absence or school event, per 
school policy you have the number of days you were absent to make up the missing assignment. 
However, if you know ahead of time when you are going to be absent it would benefit you to 
complete any missing assignments early, so that you will not fall behind.  
  
Grading  
Grades are based on a percentage of accumulated points.    

  

93%—100%                                  A  

85%—92%                                    B  

75%—84%                                    C  

70%—74%                                    D  

69% or below                                F  

  

Grades start fresh each semester.  Extra credit is seldom granted.  

  

  
McMinn County High uses a grade book system that is available for parents and students to view at 
home.  Please use this valuable tool to keep updated on current grades, and view any missing 
assignments.  I record grades in the grade book regularly.  A blank in a grade area means that the student 
was absent either when the assignment was given or due and has the opportunity to make up the grade for 



full credit.  A zero (0) in the grade book means that the student did not turn in the assignment when due, 
did not turn in the assignment, or did not complete the assignment correctly enough to earn any credit.  

Signatures  

I have read the syllabus for Mr. Crase’s English II class, and I am aware of the policies and requirements 
for the class.  

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________________ date________  

  

Student Signature__________________________________________________________date_________  

  

Once student and Parent/Guardian signatures are collected, students must keep this in their English binder 
for reference throughout the year.  

  
  
  


