
Honors US History  

Ashley Byrd McMinn County High School  2019-2020 

Contact information: 
Ashley Byrd 
423.745.4142 – available 1:30-2:20 
Email: abyrd@mcminnschools.com 

Course Description: Students will examine the causes and consequences of the Industrial Revolution 
and the United States’ growing role in world diplomatic relations, including the Spanish-American War 
and World War I.  Students will study the goals and accomplishments of the Progressive movement and 
the New Deal.  Students will also learn about the various factors that led to our nations’ entry into 
World War II, as well as the consequences for American life.  Students will explore the causes and course 
of the Cold War.  Students will study the important social, cultural, economic, and political changes that 
have shaped the modern-day US resulting from the Civil Rights Movement, Cold War, and recent events 
and trends.  Additionally, students will learn about the causes and consequences of contemporary issues 
impaction the world today. 

Students will continue to use skills for historical and geographical analyses as they examine US history 
after Reconstruction, with special attention to Tennessee connections in history, geography, politics, 
and people.  Students will continue to learn fundamental concepts in civics, economics, and geography 
within the context of US history.  The reading of primary source documents is a key feature of the US 
history course.  Specific primary sources have been embedded within the standards for depth and 
clarity.  Finally, students will focus on current human and physical geographic issues important in 
contemporary US and global society.   

This course will place Tennessee history, government, and geography in context with US history in order 
to illustrate the role our state has played in our nation’s history. 

This course is the second of a two-year survey of US history and geography, continuing from 8th grade’s 
study of US history and geography. 

This course has an EOC/TCAP test at the end of the school year.  It is divided into two components – 
multiple response and a Document Based Question that is scored on a rubric.   

Tennessee Department of Education: The Tennessee writing rubrics for U.S. History are designed to score the 
student responses from the writing portion of the TNReady assessment. It was crafted in 2014 and has two 
strands: content and literacy. The content strand is focused on a student’s knowledge of prompt specific U. S. 
History, while the literacy strand focuses on ensuring that ELA skills are also present in a student response. 
Though the rubrics are not explicitly designed to be used as instructional resources, the department provides 
the writing rubric in advance so that educators can prepare students for the writing portion of the TNReady 
assessment. 

 

 



Class Supplies 

Required: 

• Designated Honors US History section in a 3-ring binder/Honors Us History binder 
• Writing utensils 
• Notebook paper 
• US History textbook and supplemental resources 

Optional: 

• Post-it notes (for text notation) 
• Highlighters 

Textbook: Emma J. Lapansky-Werner, Peter B. Levy, Randy Roberts, Alan Taylor.  United States History: 
Reconstruction to the Present 

Assignments and Grading 

In AP US History you will complete a variety of assignments that will help you learn the content and 
prepare for unit tests, essays, and other summative assignments.  These assignments will include: 
textbook reading assignments, supplementary reading assignments, in-class notes, graphic organizers, 
quick-writes, class discussions, partner activities, group activities, and other individual and group in-class 
activities.   

Grades will be calculated based on the following points: 

Tests: 100 

Writing Assignments: 50-100 

Quizzes: 50 

Other: 10-50  Assignments given in class, or as homework, that assess learning of historical concepts and 
ideas could include graphic organizers, group activities, worksheets, practice free-response questions, 
study guides, etc.  

NO EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN. 

LATE WORK WILL BE GIVEN HALF CREDIT. 
 
Academic Dishonesty 
 
If a student copies, cheats, or plagiarizes – or assists another student in copying, cheating, or plagiarizing 
– on an assignment/test/quiz, the assignment/test/quiz will not receive a score. 

 

 



Attendance and Absences 

Attendance is crucial to your success in this class.  A majority of this class in based on lecture, discussion, 
and in-class activities.  I also follow the attendance policy as stated in the McMinn County High School 
handbook. You must get an excused admit to make up any work.  No excuse = zero (0) It is your 
responsibility to find out what you to need to make up after an absence.  

All work or tests missed must be made up within five (5) school days of the absence.  After five (5) 
school days, a zero (0) will be recorded.   

Qualified Absences: You must ask for your work before leaving for a QA.  The assignment will be due at 
the same time as everyone else unless otherwise agreed upon with the teacher in advance. 

Tardy Policy 

- One tardy = warning 
- Two tardies = lunch detention 
- Three tardies = ISS  
- Four tardies = ISSx2 

Three tardies = one absence and counts towards semester exams 

Course Expectations and Guidelines 

Honors US History is a rigorous academic class and it is, therefore expected that an academic 
environment will be maintained from bell to bell.  Your contribution to an academic environment will be 
to: 

• Be present in class every day and arrive on time.   
• Bring all materials as required and be prepared for class with all homework and assignments. 
• Work to your best potential every day, ask questions, and actively participate in class activities 

and discussions. 
• Practice academic honesty, which includes both honestly answering questions in class and on 

assignments, and only signing one’s own name to one’s own work. 
• Follow all policies and procedures in the MCHS student handbook including the Electronics 

Policy. 
• Be good, be kind, go Tribe!! 

NO CELL PHONES – any non-educational, non-teacher-directed use of electronics will 

result in disciplinary action.  This means that the electronic device may be confiscated by the 
teacher and sent to an administrator. 

 

 



Choosing to not hold yourself to these expectations will result in the following: 

• 1st offense – student conference 
• 2nd offense – lunch detention and parent contact 
• 3rd offense – parent/teacher conference 

I am looking forward to a fabulous year and I hope you are too!!  If you ever have any questions, 
concerns, stresses, etc. please come talk to me.  My door is always open, and I am here to listen and 
provide as much support for you as I can.  Just the same, your parents should know that I am available 
to talk if concerns arise.   

 

Mrs. Byrd 

 


