
AP United States History Syllabus 

Ashley Byrd  McMinn County High School 2019-2020 

Contact Information: 
Ashley Byrd 
423.745.4142 – available 1:30-2:20 
Email: abyrd@mcminnschools.com 

Course Description 

College Board: “The AP US History course focuses on developing students’ understanding of American 
history form approximately 1491 to the present.  The course has students investigate the content of US 
history for significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in nine historical periods, and 
develop and use the same thinking skills and methods employed by historians when they study the past.” 

As is the case with all college-level AP courses, AP US History is a rigorous, fast-paced course.  As a 
result, you will be required to complete reading, writing, and other assignments outside of class as well 
as take notes in class on lectures and discussions.  You are expected to come to class ready to discuss 
each day.  Much of our class time will be spent in a format that allows for ample discussion and 
opportunities for you to ask questions.  Failure to complete independent assignments or participate in 
discussions, and poor note-taking will have a negative impact on your ability to be successful in the 
course.  This AP course is demanding, and you can expect exams in traditional AP format, in-class essays, 
individual and group work, and presentations.  You are required to maintain a section in your 3-ring 
binder for notes, assignments, and returned exams.  These will serve as invaluable review resources in 
the weeks leading up to the national AP US History Exam. 

AP US History is a year-long course.  A passing grade each semester will satisfy McMinn County High 
School’s US History graduation requirement. 

The AP Exam 

The national AP US History Exam is on Friday, May 8, 2020.  In order to keep you 5 rigor points, you 
must take the exam.  The exam is 3 hours, 15 minutes long and consists of multiple choice, short 
answer, document-based response, and free-response.  There is a fee of approximately $90 to take the 
exam (financial assistance is available for students who qualify for free/reduced lunch).  Students who 
pass the exam can earn college credit and get their fee money back.  Exam registration and due dates 
for the fees will be announced in the spring. 

Course Objectives 

• Investigate and develop an understanding of the key concepts, people, groups, and events in the 
College Board’s AP US History Concept Outline 

• Develop and apply historical thinking skills to the study of US History 
• Develop knowledge of historical content through the application of thematic learning objectives 
• Explore and interpret a variety of primary sources and secondary texts related to US History 
• Prepare to pass the national AP US History Exam 



 

Class Supplies: 

Required: 

• Designated APUSH section in a 3-ring binder/APUSH binder 
• Writing utensils 
• Notebook paper 
• AP US History textbook and supplemental resources 

Optional: 

• Post-it notes (for text notation) 
• Highlighters 

Textbook:  Kennedy, David M., Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas A. Bailey. The American Pageant: A History 
of the Republic 

Supplemental Reading Assignments:  Periodically you will be given primary sources and secondary 
texts as supplementary reading assignments.  It is expected that you read these in their entirety by the 
assigned date and place them in your binder for future reference.   

Course Content 

AP US History course content reflects the content of college and university introductory US History 
courses.  The AP US History content is divided into nine units by time period.  Instructional importance 
and assessment as recommended by the College Board is as follows: 

AP US History Unit Instructional Time  % of AP Exam  Unit Test 

Unit 1 -  1491-1607 5%   5%   September 

Unit 2 -  1607-1754 10%      October 

Unit 3 -  1754-1800 12%      October 

Unit 4 -  1800-1848 10%   45%   November 

Unit 5 -  1844-1877 13%      December 

Unit 6 -  1865-1898 13%      January 

Unit 7 -  1890-1945 17%   45%   February 

Unit 8 -  1945-1980 15%      March 

Unit 9 -  1980-present 5%   5%   April 

 

 



Assignments and Grading 

In AP US History you will complete a variety of assignments that will help you learn the content and 
prepare for unit tests, essays, and other summative assignments.  These assignments will include: 
textbook reading assignments, supplementary reading assignments, in-class notes, graphic organizers, 
quick-writes, class discussions, partner activities, group activities, and other individual and group in-class 
activities.   

Grades will be calculated based on the following points: 

Unit Tests: 100 At the end of each unit there will be a test that includes AP-style stimulus-based 
multiple choice and short-answer questions.  Test scores can be improved with 
test corrections (due 1 week after receiving the corrected exam). 

 

LEQ: 60 Throughout the course there will numerous writing assignments – essays that  
DBQ: 70 will be written in response to both Document-Based Questions (DBQs) and Long 

Essay Questions (LEQs).  Some essays will be written as homework, while others 
will be written during class in a timed-write environment.   

 
Quizzes: 50 Periodic scheduled quizzes will be given to check for understanding during each 

unit.   

Other: 10-50 Assignments given in class, or as homework, that assess learning of historical 
concepts and ideas could include graphic organizers, group activities, 
worksheets, practice free-response questions, study guides, etc. 

 

NO EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN. 

LATE WORK WILL BE GIVEN HALF CREDIT. 
 
Academic Dishonesty 
 
If a student copies, cheats, or plagiarizes – or assists another student in copying, cheating, or plagiarizing 
– on an assignment/test/quiz, the assignment/test/quiz will not receive a score. 

Attendance and Absences 

Attendance is crucial to your success in this class.  A majority of this class in based on lecture, discussion, 
and in-class activities.  I also follow the attendance policy as stated in the McMinn County High School 
handbook. You must get an excused admit to make up any work.  No excuse = zero (0) It is your 
responsibility to find out what you to need to make up after an absence.  

All work or tests missed must be made up within five (5) school days of the absence.  After five (5) 
school days, a zero (0) will be recorded.   



Qualified Absences: You must ask for your work before leaving for a QA.  The assignment will be due at 
the same time as everyone else unless otherwise agreed upon with the teacher in advance. 

Tardy Policy 

- One tardy = warning 
- Two tardies = lunch detention 
- Three tardies = ISS  
- Four tardies = ISSx2 

Three tardies = one absence and counts towards semester exams 

Course Expectations and Guidelines 

AP US History is a rigorous academic class and it is, therefore expected that an academic environment 
will be maintained from bell to bell.  Your contribution to an academic environment will be to: 

• Be present in class every day and arrive on time.   
• Bring all materials as required and be prepared for class with all homework and assignments. 
• Work to your best potential every day, ask questions, and actively participate in class activities 

and discussions. 
• Practice academic honesty, which includes both honestly answering questions in class and on 

assignments, and only signing one’s own name to one’s own work. 
• Follow all policies and procedures in the MCHS student handbook including the Electronics 

Policy. 

NO CELL PHONES – any non-educational, non-teacher-directed use of electronics will 

result in disciplinary action.  This means that the electronic device may be confiscated by the 
teacher and sent to an administrator. 

You, the student – as a whole person – is my top priority as a teacher. 
 
Due the rigor of the course, and the fact that many of you are taking multiple rigorous courses on top of 
other school and community activities, a high degree of stress can develop.  While some stress is 
normal, it should never be suffocating.  First and foremost, I want you to know that your well-being 
matters more to me than any test score.  My door is always open, and I am here to listen and provide as 
much support to you as I can.  Just the same, your parents should know that I am available to talk if 
concerns arise. If the workload of the course becomes overwhelming, please talk to me so that we can 
strategize about how to make things work, while also accomplishing the objectives of the course.   

I am very much looking forward to this year and doing this class together with you!! 

 

Mrs. Byrd 


