
McMinn County High School 2019-2020 

9th grade Honors English I -- Syllabus 

Instructor: 

 Anna Arnwine 

 English Department 

 Email: anna.arnwine@mcminnschools.com 

Dear Students and Parents, 

Welcome to your first year of high school and to freshman English!  I am looking forward to an 
interesting and productive year full of reading and writing.  As an educator, I have high 
expectations for all my students to succeed; therefore, I demand an environment that is 
conducive to learning.  Please review the following information to better understand what you 
will be learning throughout the year. 

Course Description 

English I is a required course needed to graduate high school. The goals of English I are to 
familiarize students with some of the prevalent and recurring themes in world literature and to 
teach them how to identify and analyze these literary themes in writing. Students will learn the 
basics of literary analysis: how to formulate theses and major claims, and how to back up these 
claims with evidence from the text. They will also practice a wide variety of writing styles. The 
program will be enriched by a thorough study of grammar and vocabulary. 

Standards: https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/sbe/attachments/4-15-
16_V_B_English_Language_Arts_Standards_Attachment.pdf 

Topics 

Literature: We will be exploring genre traits, literary devices, and story elements. You will read 
several works of fiction, drama, poetry, and non-fiction and analyze them in groups and 
independently. 

Grammar: Grammar lessons and exercises will be given as a review throughout the year. You 
will also be expected to complete quizzes and tests to demonstrate understanding of grammar 
rules and concepts. You will primarily learn about colons and semi-colons this year. 

Writing: You will have various writing assignments that will be due on the date given in class. 

1. Essays: Essays will be developed in the form of specific structure and style. You will be given 
writing prompts throughout this course that will be developed based on the 9th grade Writing 
Plan. 



2. Various Assignments: Poetry, short and extended response, and literary analysis are some 
examples of the various writing assignments that you will complete throughout this course. 

Vocabulary: Vocabulary words will be introduced as they appear in the unit. You will be 
expected to complete quizzes and utilize the vocabulary in your writing in order to demonstrate 
correct usage of new words. 

1ST 9 WEEKS – Short Stories/Novel Unit 

- Short Stories 
- Library Orientation 
- Narrative Essay 
- Colon/Semi-colon 
- Oral presentations 

2ND 9 WEEKS – “Romeo and Juliet” Unit 

- Shakespeare’s Background 
- Informative Essay 
- Phrases/Clauses 
- Dramatic monologues 
- Romeo and Juliet- Project for Semester Exam 

3RD 9 WEEKS – Speech Unit 

- The Odyssey/”I Have a Dream” speech 
- Figurative Language 
- Parallel Structure 
- Argumentative Essay 
- Oral speeches 

4TH 9 WEEKS – Review Unit 

- Poetry and Free reading 
- Research paper 
- Recite short poems 

Plagiarism and Cheating 

Plagiarism (taking information from another source and trying to submit as your own) and 
cheating will not be tolerated in my class!  You will receive a zero for your first offense, 
accompanied with communication to your parents or guardians.  Subsequent plagiarism and 
cheating activities will further be met with zeros, accompanied with an office referral. 

Teacher Expectations 

All school rules will be followed in class. Please know your handbook. 



 
Passes: Never leave the classroom without a pass or take a pass without permission from the 
teacher. Passes for the restroom, office, water, etc. will not be issued within the first and last 10 
minutes of class. Avoid asking for passes during instruction.  
 
Electronic Devices 

All electronic devices are not to be visible unless instructed to take them out for educational 
purposes. The first time your phone rings, or you are caught using a device without my 
permission, I will give you a warning. The second time, I will confiscate the device and hold it 
until the end of the class period. The third time, I will confiscate the device and take it to the 
office. A parent/guardian will have to retrieve it. 

Attendance Policy/Make-up Work Policy 

If you have an excused absence the day an assignment is due, but you were here when it was 
assigned, you must turn it in on the day you return. 

 If you have an excused absence when an assignment is given, you are responsible for getting the 
assignment.  

You will have the same amount of time to complete a missed assignment as your classmates who 
were present when it was assigned. If it is not turned in on the due date, it will be treated as an 
unexcused absence. See below. 

If you are absent due to extra-curricular activities, you must turn in assignments before leaving 
school.  

For unexcused absences, late work will be accepted within a week of the absence with 10 points 
deducted each day it is not turned in. For example, a student is absent on a Tuesday and returns 
the following Wednesday to receive the assignment they missed. If the student turns the 
assignment in on Thursday, the highest grade that can be earned is a 90. If the student turns in 
the assignment a week later on the next Tuesday, the highest grade that can be earned is 60. Late 
work cannot be turned in after a week of the initial absence. 

Grading Procedure 

A=93-100 

B=85-92 

C=75-84 

D=70-74 

F=0-69 

Assignments/Homework/Participation=40% 

Tests/Major Essays/Quizzes=60% 



 
I, _______________________, have read this syllabus and discussed its contents with my child 
____________________. We understand all the classroom procedures above, and my child 
agrees to abide by them for the benefit of all students and the teacher. 
  
  
Signatures: ___________________________            Parent/Guardian 
  
  
                  ___________________________            Student 
 
 

 

 


