
 

McMinn County High School 
     Mr. Eric Allman 

      Biology 
    2019-2020 

  
I. Teacher: Mr. Eric Allman 

Room: 123 
Phone: (423)-744-4142 
Email: eallman@mcminnschools.com 
Schedule:  

Block 1 – Physical Science 
Block 2 – Planning 
Block 3 – Biology 

          Block 4 – Academic Lunch 
Block 5 – Physical Science 
Block 6 – Physical Science 
Block 7 – Biology I  

  
Lab Fee: There will be a $15 lab fee per student that will be used to buy materials for labs 
and other activities. Please have money turned in during the first two weeks of class. 

  
  
II. Course Objectives: see the following link for the Biology I standards. 
 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/massivemeetingsfolder/meetingfiles
4/10-20-17_III_J_Non-Substantive_Changes_to_Math_ELA__Science_Standards_Attachment_3_-
_Science.pdf  
  
III. Expectations: 

•Students are expected to attend class each and every day; when they cannot, they are expected to      
obtain the work, assignments and/or notes missed as soon as possible. 
•Students are expected to respect fellow students, their teacher and themselves. 
•Students will be attentive and cooperative 

  
  
IV. Supplies: 

•Textbook (provided) 
•3-ring binder for holding notes, packets, graded work, etc. 
•Spiral notebook or composition notebook 
•Dividers (3) 
•Notebook paper 
•Pencils/pens (preferably at least 3 colors) 
•Highlighters (recommended) 

  
V. Classroom Rules: 

1. Respect is the basis for everything in my classroom.   
2. Speak and listen appropriately; do not speak when someone else is talking. 
3. Unless otherwise specified, cell phones must NEVER be seen.  
4. Food is not permitted in the classroom. Drinks with lids are permitted.  



5. Do not write, carve or put gum on desks, walls, etc. 
6. Class will begin immediately after the bell.  Any student who is not in the classroom completely 

will be considered tardy. 
  
  
VI. Classroom Procedures: 

1. When entering into the classroom, promptly begin on the Bell-ringer and place homework (if 
applicable) into the black tray for your period.  

2. The bell is for the teacher, not the student; please wait for me to dismiss class. 
3. Raise your hand when you would like to speak or be excused. 
4. Students will have all personal belongings stored under their desks. 
5. When any adult enters the classroom, all students will stand until instructed to be seated. 
6. When transitioning from one activity to another, students will remain focused and quiet. 

  
 
 
VII. Course Pacing: 
 

Material 1st 9-Weeks 2nd 9-Weeks 3rd 9-Weeks 4th 9-Weeks 
Embedded ITEM x x x x 
Ecology x    
Populations x    
Macromolecules x x   
Cells x x   
Flow Of Matter 
And Energy 

 x   

Photosynthesis  x   
Cellular 
Respiration 

 x   

Mitosis, Meiosis: 
Cellular 
Reproduction 

  
x 

  

Mendelian 
Inheritance 

  x  

Genetic Code 
Replication 

  x  

Gene 
Transcription 

  x  

Translation: 
Protein Synthesis 

  x  

Genetics: Gene 
Expression 

  x  

Mutations   x  
Origin Of Life    x 
Classification Of 
Organisms 

   x 

EOC Preparation    x 
Young Earth 
Creation / Gradual 
Evolution 

    
x 



Basic Anatomy    x 
Dissections 
(tentative) 

   x 

           
VIII. Bell-Ringer:  

As soon as students enter the classroom, a “Bell-Ringer” will be on the screen for the students to 
complete.  Students will be given 5-10 minutes to answer all of the questions.  These questions will 
involve a previously taught lesson or may introduce a new topic. Students will complete the Bell-
Ringers in their composition/spiral notebook.  Occasionally, the Bell-Ringers will be checked, and 
each student will receive a grade for completion.  For each Bell-Ringer question not completed, 
points will be deducted from his or her grade. 

  
IX. Exit-Tickets: 

Exit-Tickets will occasionally be given at the end of class to assess for understanding, question for 
deeper thinking, and link that day’s lesson with the next. Exit-Tickets may also be completed in 
each student’s composition/spiral notebook. 

  
X. Quizzes:  

Announced quizzes will be given in the middle of units to ensure that students are where they 
should be before we continue with the remainder of the unit. There also may be unannounced 
quizzes that will sample how well students are comprehending and studying the material. 

  
XI. Notes:  

It will be each student’s responsibility to write, annotate, underline, highlight, etc. what is stressed 
and emphasized in class. All presented information is possible test material, but the most important 
content will be written in red (and may be further stressed by bolding, underlining, etc.).   

  
XII. Tests:  

Tests will be given roughly every three weeks. They can consist of multiple-choice, short answer, 
fill-in-the-blank, discussion and/or essay questions. There will also be a nine-week test at the end of 
each nine-week period of the school year (Biology only). The day before the test is given will be 
reserved for review. If a student is absent, tests can be made up before or after school.  It is the 
responsibility of the student to schedule an appointment with the teacher to make up the test.  

  
XIII. Homework: 
  

Homework may be given, on average, once a week. When given, homework is to be turned in at the 
beginning of class the following day or at the end of the week, depending on the assignment. If 
absent, when the student returns, he or she will have one day before the homework assignment is 
considered late. If it is a weekly assignment, it will still be due at the end of the week. 

  
XIV. Out-Of-Class Work (formal lab reports, essays, projects): 

Unless stated to be otherwise, outside-of-class work is expected to be done individually, without the 
help of others. Lab reports, as an exception, can be completed with the aid of other students. 
However, each student must turn in his or her own lab report. Copying other people’s work is not 
allowed. 

XV. Cheating: 
Cheating will, under no circumstances, be allowed, overlooked or condoned. When turning in work, 
it is expected that each submission is completed individually (unless specifically allowed by the 
teacher). If a student is caught cheating in any way, the student (as well as any other involved) will 
receive a “zero” for the assignment and a parent will be contacted. The student will not be allowed 



to make-up this assignment, quiz, test, etc. Plagiarism will be considered as cheating and will be 
dealt with in the same manner.  

  
XVI. Cell Phone Policy: 

When in the classroom, cell phones should not be seen or used for any reason (unless cleared with 
the teacher beforehand). If a cell phone is seen in class, it will be taken up until the end of the day. 
The second will result in the phone being sent to the office for the parents or guardians of the 
student to retrieve. The cell phone policy will be discussed in class during the first week of school.  

  
XVII. Late Policy: 

Any and all work that is not turned in by the beginning of class on the specified due date will be 
considered late. Once the assignment is considered “late,” the student will be docked 15% of the 
assignment’s value. The grade for the assignment, if graded for accuracy, is still subject to drop for 
incorrect answers. 

  
XIX. Tardiness: 

Students are expected to be in their seats and working on the Bell-Ringer when the bell rings or 
very shortly after. In a nine-week period, one tardy is excused, two tardies earn detention (lunch, 
AM or PM), and a third earn a call to the student’s parents. IMPORTANT: 3 tardies equals one 
absence.  

  
XX. Labs: 

Labs will be completed throughout the year, and the students are expected to follow the rules and 
guidelines specified by the Safety Contract, which will be distributed during the first two weeks of 
class.  

  
XXI. Grading Policy: 

Classwork: 10-15 points each 
Homework (when applicable): 15-20 points each 
Quizzes/Essays: 10-50 points each 
Labs: 20 points each 
Tests/Projects: 75-100 points each 
Midterm Exam: 100-125 points each 

A = 93% - 100% 
B = 85% - 92% 
C = 75% - 84% 
D = 70% - 74% 
F = Below 70% 

  
 
 XXII. Major assignments and field trips 

1. Keep notes on every major unit of Biology I  
2. Young earth vs. Old Earth debate and preparation 
3. Literacy focused assignment on biomagnification and environmental toxins in the food chain 

 
 
XXIII. Access to instructional materials  
 
 
The following link is to the Biology book we use: 



 
https://my.hrw.com/hrw/my_hrw_student_hub.jsp 
 
Username: sbiology104 
 
Password: p5p8s 
 


