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I. Course Description and Requirements 

The purpose of Chemistry at McMinn Central High School is to introduce the student to the science of chemistry.  

Students will study the relationship between the structure and properties of matter.  Chemistry also includes the 

investigation of measurements, atomic structure, formulas, and chemical reactions.  Students will observe chemical 

changes through laboratory experiments and gain a better understanding of the composition of gases.  Students should 

be prepared to conduct projects and write a formal lab report. Instruction centers around inquiry-based learning that is 

incorporated into class activities.  Learning activities include teacher-lead instruction, group work, student seatwork, 

project-based learning, and lab exercises with both student-choice and teacher-choice grouping.  Students can expect to 

start each day with a bell ringer assignment followed by learning activities and/or lecture.    
 

II. Class Expectations  

• Students are expected to be present and active members of the classroom each and every day.  Virtual learners 

should engage in course material daily, submitting assignments to be counted present. 

o This means you are working on the Prime Time WHEN THE BELL RINGS. 

• Students are expected to come to class prepared with all necessary materials and completed assignments to 

learn and participate in all lectures and activities. 

o This means having your laptop charged and ready to go.  Any other materials are ready also.    

• Students are expected to be respectful of the teacher, the classroom, and their peers.   

o This means that you are not talking when your teacher or another student is addressing the class.  Also, 

you are expected to stay in your seat unless given permission to get up.  Every time you talk out of 

turn or get up for frivolous tasks you are not respecting the right of your peers to learn.  
    
III. Required Materials 

All students must come to class each day with the following materials:  

• Textbook: HMH Modern Chemistry – Online (access link is on our Teams page) 
• Your laptop and charger 

• Pencil or pen 

• A folder or binder and paper 
 

IV. Assessment and Curriculum 

Grading Policy: Grades are based on a point system. The student's grade is the percentage of points earned over the 

total number of possible points. The amount of points earned is determined by the nature of the assignment and the 

quality of the student's work. Assignments will be broken into two categories: 60% of the overall grade will come from 

“major” assignments (tests, quizzes, and possibly one project per quarter) and 40% of the overall grade will come from 

“minor” assignments  (labs, homework, classroom activities, daily bell work). I do allow retakes on quizzes, but not 

tests.  All assignments and grades will be posted to EduPoint. Check your grades often. If you have questions about 

your grade, please arrange to see me before or after school or at a mutually convenient time.  *Please note that labs 

will look different as we practice social distancing.  Many lab activities will be done virtually or as demo.   

 

Note: Students may turn in assignments up to one week late for reduced credit.  After one week, no credit will be 

awarded unless permission is granted by the teacher.  It is the student’s responsibility to plate late work in the 

appropriate class tray within one week of due date.  Reminders to tun in late work may not be given. 

 

The final grade is calculated according to the following percent values:  

1st semester grade = 50% of final grade 

     40% Q1, 40% Q2, 20% Midterm Exam 

2nd semester grade = 50 % of final grade 

     40% Q3, 40% Q4, 20% Final Exam 

 

 

 



   

Curriculum: 
 

1st Semester 

- Matter and Change 

- Calculations in Chemistry 

- Atomic Structure and Nuclear 

- Electromagnetic Energy 

- Electrons 

- Periodic Trends 

- Bonding and Naming 

 

2nd Semester 

- Percent Composition/Empirical and Molecular 

Formulas 

- Chemical Equations and Reactions 

- Chemical Quantities/Stoichiometry 

- Gases 

- Solutions (Including Colligative Properties and 

Acid/Base Chemistry) 

 

V. Chemistry Lab Policy (pending traditional labs become a possibility this year) 

 Lab activities are an integral part of the course and students are expected to make every effort to actively participate. 

Most of the time, students will be provided with a sheet of accompanying questions to answer regarding lab results. 

These questions will serve as a focus for class discussion and the basis for a lab quiz and/or test questions. 

ALL Safety Rules (see Safety Contract) will be enforced INCLUDING: 

• Inability to participate in lab due to inappropriate shoe attire or forgetting lab period. 

• Failure to wear goggles during lab. 

• Creating an unsafe environment through horseplay or careless action. 

• Eating or drinking in the lab area (even if we are not doing lab). 

• Please don’t touch anything that doesn’t belong to you unless you have been given permission to touch it. 

There may be additional disciplinary action as per the lab safety contract taken in the event of significant infraction. 

 

VI. Policy to Leave the Room 

You may have four passes out of class per nine weeks.  No passes out the first five or last five minutes of class or 

during lecture.  Please make sure you do not leave the classroom without a pass and consent from your instructor.  

 

VII. Absences 

After an absence, you are responsible to obtain any activities, homework, bell work, and any other information 

INCLUDING that pertaining to labs. Students may inquire before or after class to get their homework when absent or 

to plan ahead when an absence is scheduled.  You are encouraged to obtain your missed work in the following way(s): 

1. Phone a friend 

2. Check the classroom Teams  

3. From the Absent Work bin. 

If absent on the day of a quiz or test, students are required to make arrangements to take the assessment outside of 

normal class time (i.e. before or after school). If absent on the day prior to a test, the student will be expected to take 

the test as scheduled, provided no new material was covered during the absence. 

 

VIII. Textbook 

 There will be a set of textbooks in the classroom for student use. If needed, students may check texbooks out for at 

home use.  Additionally, students are provided with access (use link provided below) to an online version.  

https://my.hrw.com/ 

Username: ________________________ Password: ________________________ 

 

IX.  Communication 

I will regularly post in Microsoft Teams updates, announcements, and assignments for students and parents to access.  

If you ever want to know something, check there first! I also prefer that you communicate to me through teams first.  

Students and parents are also encouraged to contact me via email.  I will respond to all emails within 24 hours during 

the school week.  Students are also strongly encouraged to schedule after school tutoring with me if you ever need 

help!!   

 

Email: candace.yates@mcminnschools.com    Plan: 6th period 

 

I have read the course syllabus for Mrs. Yates’ Chemistry 1 class.  I understand the content outlined and agree to the 

classroom expectations laid out for me. 

https://my.hrw.com/

