
Theater Arts I Syllabus 2020-2021 

Mr. Whitehead  

Contact: awhitehead@mcminnschools.com 

Philosophy/Course Description 
As learners become involved in theatre, they extend their abilities to communicate. Theatre 

content becomes a stimulus for cognitive development through problem solving and creative 

thinking. As students perceive, comprehend, imagine, and evaluate, they develop interpretive, 

analytical, and critical thinking skills. Integrating theatre knowledge and skills also helps learners’ 

development and enhances their critical thinking abilities. 

This introductory theatre course will focus on creative expression through theatrical performance 

and design. Students will become skilled at employing: acting techniques, movement & body 

control, proper vocalization methods, and the development of characters from different periods 

and styles of drama. Students will explore historical and cultural studies in theatre and have 

opportunities to see live professional theater. 

Coursework 
Theatre etiquette  

Vocal and physical warm-ups  

Theater vocabulary  

Artistic discipline  

Improvisation  

Pantomime and movement  

Characterization  

Monologues  

Acting Scenes  

In-depth play analysis of a classic play  

Theater history  

Play production reviews of live theatrical performances  

Production design and technical theater 

Grades 
Scale: 

93-100 = A 

85-92 = B 

77-84 = C 

70-76 = D 

Below 70=F 

Class progress reports will be sent home at every mid-term. Parents and students are strongly 

encouraged to check EduPoint on a weekly basis to view the most current grades for EVERY 

class. If you are unsure of what your EduPoint login information is, please see your guidance 

counselor.  

Class Procedures 
1. Be in seat and prepared to begin class when tardy bell rings. 

2. Put your name on all work and learn your credentials for your Windows account. 

3. Do not use electronic devices in class without permission. 

4. If absent, lay your admit on my desk at the beginning of class and check for missing 

assignments.   

5. Maintain a clean and orderly work area.  

6. Bring all of your supplies to class daily. 

7. Complete your work on time. 

8. Participate! 

 



 

Class Rules 
Be Ready. 

Be Responsible. 

Be Respectful. 

Consequences 
1st offense: Verbal warning and documentation  

2nd offense: New assigned seat and documentation 

3rd offense: Parent Contact  

4th offense: Principal referral  

Attendance 
YES, WE DID SOMETHING IMPORTANT WHILE YOU WERE ABSENT. 

Late work is defined as work that is not turned in on the day it is due if you were present at school. 

If you are not at school, it is your responsibility to collect your makeup work.  If you miss one 

day, it will be due in one day.  If you miss two days, it will be due in two days, etc. For instance, if 

you are absent on Monday and return to school on Tuesday, then your missed work will be due 

Thursday. In the same way, if you are absent on Monday and Tuesday and return on Wednesday, 

your missed work will be due Monday of the following week.  

Late work will be accepted with a 10% penalty per day up until the 5th day.  After that, the 

assignment will not be accepted. 

Technology 
We will be using technology in the classroom, but this will be for instructional purposes only.  At 

no time may you have your cell phone out to text, call, play games, or be on social media.   

Students must know their school usernames and passwords to login to their school email account.   

Students will also give a presentation using technology, such as PowerPoint or Sway; and type 

essays using Word.   

Students will use TEAMS throughout the course.  

Plagirism 
Plagiarism is the taking ideas and writings of another and passing them off as one’s own.  

In this class, plagiarism includes... 

1. turning in another’s work as one’s own  

2. copying work from a friend before class (or while in another class) 

3. including a source but failing to cite it 

4. copying an author’s exact words and passing them off as one’s own 

Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will be given a ZERO for the assignment. 

 
I am so happy to have you as a student and look forward to an exciting year! Theatre Arts is a truly fun 

and rewarding journey. In this class, students must be willing to participate in all warm-ups, exercises, 

activities, skits, scene work and projects. The coursework is centered on participation and collaboration with peers. 

To create an environment where individuals feel comfortable performing in front of peers, we must support 

and respect each other. Much like a sports team, in each class we will strive to give every practice our best effort and 

to offer encouragement to others. Being supportive of classmates and displaying proper audience etiquette is equally 

as important as the project work. Students will learn to manage time, rehearse according to a schedule and to meet 

deadlines. A positive attitude, teamwork and a willingness to try are the key ingredients to a successful experience 

in Theatre Arts class.  

-Mr. Whitehead 

 
 


