
AP Literature and Composition 

 

Tiffany Farner, Central High School 2019 – 2020 

Office Hours: 3rd Period, Before and After School by appointment 

Tiffany.Farner@mcminnschools.com 

 

Course Description: 

 

According to College Board, “AP® is a rigorous academic program built on the 

commitment, passion and hard work of students and educators.” AP English is a college 

level course, giving senior English credit. The course is rigorous, and requires extensive 

reading, writing, and testing, plus research and projects. The primary goal of AP English 

is to refine students’ skills by focusing on reading and writing about texts of “literary 

merit.” Upon successful completion of a test by the College Board Testing Service, the 

student is eligible for college credit depending upon approval from the college to which 

the student applies. Scores range from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). Tennessee’s state schools 

accept scores of 4 or 5 for college credit; some colleges grant credit for a 3, as well.  

 

Course Objectives: 

 

• Students carefully read and analyze works of both British and American writers as 

well as works written in several genres from the sixteenth century to 

contemporary times 

• Students write an interpretation of a piece of literature that is based on a careful 

observation of textual details 

• Students have frequent opportunities to write and rewrite formal, extended 

analyses and timed, in-class responses. The course requires:  

- Writing to understand: Informal, exploratory writing activities  

- Writing to explain: Expository, analytical essays  

- Writing to evaluate: Analytical, argumentative essays 

 

Required Texts and Materials (May include but not limited to): 

The Language of Literature  -  McDougal Littell 

Elements of Literature  - Holt 

 

In the AP Literature and Composition course, the student should consider obtaining 

a personal copy of the various novels (although not required to purchase), plays, epics, 

poems, and short fiction used in the course. Titles may also be found in the local library 

branches. Some of the works used can also be accessed online. 

 

• Beowulf 

• Canterbury Tales, Geoffrey Chaucer 

• The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, William Shakespeare 

• Macbeth, William Shakespeare 

• Pride and Prejudie, Jane Austen 



• A Vindication of the Rights of Women, Mary Wollstonecraft [Electronic Text 

Center, University of Virginia Library: etext.virginia.edu] 

• Frankenstein, Mary Shelley 

• Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad 

• Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe 

• Night, Elie Wiesel 

• Short fiction and essays—as selected (e.g., from Flannery O’Connor, Franz Kafka, 

etc.) 

• Poetry—as selected 

• Other Modern Novels—as selected 

 

 

Websites 

The following is a relevant website for preparation and review for the AP Literature and 

Composition Exam.  

http://www.collegeboard.org/ap 

Student expectations: 

Be Prompt, Be Prepared, Be Polite, Be a Participant 

 

Pre-Course Summer Reading Assignment: 

Students are to read the three chosen novels. Novels will be used the first few weeks of 

school to complete various assignments and quizzes.  

BOOK 1: Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert 

BOOK 2: The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 

BOOK 3: Artful by Ali Smith 

 

Socratic Seminar Discussion Format 

A Socratic Seminar is a method to try to understand information by creating a dialectic in 

class in regards to a specific text. In a Socratic Seminar, participants seek deeper 

understanding of complex ideas in the text through rigorously thoughtful dialogue, rather 

than by memorizing bits of information. One skill that we are seeking to develop this year 

is the ability to express an analysis of a text both in writing and speaking.  The analysis 

should be reasonable and supported with textual evidence, an essential component to AP 

essays. The expression of that analysis should be concisely and clearly presented.   

 

Close Reading 

Analytical activities from various texts (e.g., Voice Lessons:  Classroom Activities to 

Teach Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, and Tone by Nancy Dean) will be used 

throughout the year on a regular basis to aid students in interpreting excerpts from 

literature based on careful observations of textual details. 

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/ap


 

Annotating Text 

Instruction on choices for “how to mark the text” will be given: Annolighting a text, 

annotating the text, etc. to provide students with reading strategies.  

 

Cueing Questions 

Questions will be used as part of literature and Socratic Seminar discussions to spur on 

student’s reflection on text. 

 

Dialectical Reading Journals 

Double-entry journals are created as readers react with the text. In the transaction 

between the text and the reader, analysis and meaning develop. 

 

Graphic Organizers 

Many styles of graphic organizers will be used for reading and writing to enhance 

students’ skills. 

 

Vocabulary Notebook 

Weekly reading vocabulary lists and quizzes will be given throughout the entire year. 

Additionally, vocabulary is cumulative and students are expected to know all words for 

the entire year. Vocabulary should be incorporated into essays and essay revisions. 

 

Literary Terms 

An Academic Vocabulary Notebook will be kept throughout the year. Students will 

utilize Robert Marzano’s 6-step method for learning academic vocabulary terms. An 

extensive list of literary terms will be given at the beginning of the year. Students are 

required to have a working understanding of the terms, as facility with these terms is an 

integral part of analysis and essay writing. Terms will be tested in conjunction with 

weekly reading vocabulary quizzes.  

 

SOAPSTone Method 

Speaker: Who is the speaker of the poem? What do you know about him or her? 

Occasion: What is the occasion of the poem? What is the event that prompts the speaker 

to speak? Audience: To whom is the speaker speaking? What do you know about him or 

her? Purpose: What is the purpose of the poem? Why do you think the poet wrote the 

poem? Subject: What is the subject of the poem? (This is a different from "what is the 

topic of the poem?") Tone: What is the tone of the poem? What is the speaker’s attitude 

toward the subject of the poem?  

When assigned, we will add: Theme: What is the theme of the poem? What is the poet 

pointing out about people, society, or life? State the theme succinctly. 

 

 

TP-CASTT Method of Poetry Analysis 

Poetry readers analyze the poem’s 1) Title, 2) Paraphrase, 3) Connotation, 4) Attitude, 5) 

Shifts, 6) Title (again, on an interpretive level), and 7) Theme. 



 

Re-Casting the Text 

Angle 1: Initial responses; Angle 2: Story Threads; Angle 3: Shifting Perspectives; Angle 

4: Connecting with the Writer; Angle 5: Language and Craft; Angle 6: Recasting the Text  

 

Grammar 

Grammar lessons will be included throughout the year and as needed, based on student 

writing and conferences. 

 

Writing: 

• Informal, exploratory writing activities 

• Timed essays based on past AP prompts 

• Essay questions as required of college-level writers 

• Reading/responding to/analyzing novels, drama, fiction, nonfiction, and poetry 

• Imaginative writing including but not limited to: poetry, imitative structures 

• Literary analysis papers—expository and persuasive/argumentative 

• Expository and Research writing 

• Personal essay 

• Graphic organizers, dialectical or double-entry journals, paragraph responses, 

questions, etc. 

 

Writing Portfolios 

A writing portfolio will be developed throughout the course of the year. Each 6-weeks, as 

a result of writing conferences, students will choose one writing assignment to include in 

their portfolio. The writing should be a polished paper, revised and published. Portfolios 

will be evaluated each 6-weeks. 

 

Assessment: 

Formative Assessments: 

These will be ongoing, often un-graded, and in various formats to determine student 

readiness and understanding.  

Quizzes: 

Announced, as well as unannounced, to assess understanding and preparation. 

Tests:  

Structured like Multiple Choice portion of AP Test 

Rubrics: 

These will be used for journals, compositions, projects, presentations, etc. Students will 

have specific rubrics before they work, to inform their planning and work. 
. 

 

 

AP Literature and Composition coursework units will follow the framework set 

forth by College Board for 2019-2020 year.  

 


