
A Note on the Honor’s English Class 
I am often asked about what the difference is between a regular class and an honors class. 
The simple difference is NOT that honors is harder. The difference rests in the students’ 
attitudes toward the subject. Honors students are held to a higher accountability than 
regular education students. They have committed to a higher challenge and feel that they 
can face that challenge head on. Honors students are interested in a more challenging and 
fulfilling classroom experience. More will be expected out of an honors student. Less will be 
tolerated from an honors student. Honors students are expected to show interest and 
provide personal, meaningful reflection in the classroom while showing a deep interest and 
connection to the subject. One may say that Honors English I is harder than regular English 
I, and he or she may be right, HOWEVER, difficulty is not what separates those two 
classifications outright. It is the attitude and drive of the individual student. 

Contact Info: 
jbull@mcminnschools.com 

School # 4232635541 

Planning Period: 4th 

Daily Materials 
Pencil or Pen (Blue or Black 
Ink) 

Paper/Note Taking 
Materials 

2-Inch Ringed Binder 
(Heavy Duty Preferred 

*Students are encouraged 
to have highlighters, 
notecards, and Sharpies, 
etc as they will be 
necessary from time to 
time. 

**If you are not prepared 
on a given day, it’s in your 
best interest to ask as 
opposed to doing nothing. 

***on occasion, earbuds or 
headphones may be useful 

PREPARATION 
On-Time Arrival with 

Appropriate Materials

1
PARTICIPATION 

In All Activities and 
According to 
Expectations

2
CONSIDERATION AND 

RESPECT 
Everybody Respects 

Everybody

3
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ARRIVAL: Upon entering the classroom, check the board for Bell-Ringer assignment, 
and go directly to your seat.  Be seated, complete Bell-Ringer Assignment, and prepare 
materials for class. 

BELL-RINGER: Complete the bell work silently on your own unless otherwise stated. 

LABEL: Label all work to be turned in with 3 lines: Name, Date, Period.  Supply a title. 

TARDY: Come in quietly; check in according to procedure, and quickly get on task. I 
have every right to question why you were late. Most likely, it won’t be a problem if the 
tardiness doesn’t persist. To be safe…DON’T BE LATE. 

PASS: Passes will be limited. (Bathroom time is for between classes; I PROMISE you will 
have time to take care of it then.) 

GRADES: All grades are important. Therefore, I don’t weight my grades. However, I do 
reserve the right to take multiple grades for one assignment (i.e., 3 separate grades for a 
test, project, etc.) Honors courses will be awarded with a an additional 3 points on 
semester averages. 

EDUPOINT: Grades are recorded on EduPoint, a program for parents and students to 
view grades online. Students should receive login information soon. If a student does not 
or loses his/her information, he/she should contact a teacher or the guidance 
department to get this  information. I would advise you to save this information 
IMMEDIATELY on your phone or write it down somewhere permanently. I can’t really help 
you if you lose it. 

ATTENDANCE: DO NOT MISS CLASS. It is imperative that you are present every day. You 
cannot learn trying to catch up with makeup work. If you fail because of your attendance, 
I WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO TAKE CREDIT RECOVERY. PERIOD. Also, 3 unexcused 
tardies = 1 unexcused absence. 

CELL PHONES: Due to county policy,  cell-phones are not permitted to be used without 
express permission of the teacher or administration. To make sure that phones are not a 
distraction in the classroom, students will store their phones face-down at the corner of 
their desk for the duration of class unless permission is given otherwise. 

YOU HAVE A VOICE IN THIS CLASSROOM.  
YOU HAVE A PLACE IN THIS CLASSROOM. 
YOU WILL BE HEARD IN THIS CLASSROOM. 
YOU CAN HAVE FUN IN THIS CLASSROOM. 
YOU CAN SUCCEED IN THIS CLASSROOM. 
YOU ARE SAFE IN THIS CLASSROOM. 

S.L.A.N.T. 
Sit up. 
Listen. 
Ask/Answer Questions. 
Nod Your Head. 
Track the Speaker. 
__________________ 

Right Is Right 
We don’t do partial 
answers in this class. 
_________________ 

Sweat the Details 
Have pride in the 
learning space. Care 
about how things are 
done.  
__________________ 

100% 
This teacher doesn’t 
accept less than total 
compliance to a 
request or expectation. 
__________________ 

No Opt Out 
You are not allowed to 
say, “I don’t know.” 
You are allowed to be 
wrong in this class. 

Classroom Procedures 
IT IS EXPECTED THAT THESE PROCEDURES ARE ADHERED TO DAILY IN ORDER TO HAVE A 
SUCCESSFUL CLASSROOM EXPERIENCE. 
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