
6-8 Grade ELA: Calhoun       Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Trotter 

May 4 – May 8 

Hello, Minks! Mrs. Jones and I are sad to say this is the last lesson on the year. We have missed you all 

during the last few weeks, and we don’t like having to end the year this way.  We would love to give 

you a hug before sending you off for the summer!        Over the next few weeks and into the summer, 

the most important academic thing you can do is reading. Please take some time each day to read 

something that interests you. For those of you returning to Calhoun next year, we will be attaching 

our Summer Bingo game with your report card.  Be looking for it.  More info about grade card pick up 

and returning items to school will be coming soon from your homeroom teacher. 

For those of you who are going to high school, CONGRATULATIONS!!!  I will admit I am a little teary 

eyed about you leaving.  Mrs. Jones and I want you all to know you may always contact us if you 

need anything: formatting that research paper and citation page, comprehending that 

Shakespearean play, or just an unbiased listening ear.  Please know we will forever be your teachers 

(and friends      ). 

For now know, we miss you all so much and are so looking forward to the time when we can be back 

together again! 

How do I begin? 

o Pick up packets on Monday or Thursday at Calhoun. Just tell the teacher there what grades 

you need.  

o If you would prefer to download and print the packet on your own, you can do that f rom 

www.calhounminks.com  Just select the optional practice packets link, or you can go directly 

to www.mcminnschools.com  

o This week, you have a Using Context Clues and an Analyzing Text Structure worksheet to 

complete.  Just follow the directions on the pages.  

Writing Prompts 

o You should still be working on your April Writing Prompts. Remember you are choosing one 

prompt for each type of writing: Research, Informative, Narrative, Persuasive, Vocabulary.  

o Make sure you fill out your sheet showing the number you’ve chosen and a list of sources that 

you’ve used.  

Online Work 

o Study Island- Many of you have been working through this already, but in case you haven’t, 

you can log in to your Study Island account and go to TN Programs > 6th Grade > ELA > then 

begin working through the specific skills.  

o AR tests- Take tests for the books you are reading during this time.  

o If you need passwords for any of our online programs, let us know.  

Get in Touch 

o If you need any help on assignments or have questions about past packets, please feel free 

to reach out to us. Our office hours are from 8:30-12:30, Monday-Friday. 

o Hannah Jones  email:  hjones@mcminnschools.com  call or text: (423)253-4747 

o Melissa Trotter  email: mtrotter@mcminnschools.com  call or text: (423) 506-4926 
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                         Name: _____________________________ 

Context Clues 2.1 
 

Directions: Read each sentence and determine the meaning of the word using cross sentence clues or your prior 

knowledge.  Then, explain what clues in the sentence helped you determine the word meaning. 
 

1.   Detest: Everyone else at the party wanted garbage pizza but Tim because he detested vegetables. 
  

Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? For example: Was there a word in the sentence that meant the opposite? 

 
 

 

2.   Alter: Grandpa didn’t know that Suzie was coming along on the fishing trip, and now he had to alter his 

plans. 
  

Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 

 

 
 

3.   Melodramatic: When Kiki got a tiny cut on her pinky finger, she got all melodramatic and began sobbing 

and demanding a doctor. 
 

Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 

 

 
 

4.  Remorse: As Tommy walked home with the money from the church he had stolen in his pocket, powerful 

feelings of remorse bubbled in his stomach. 
  

Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 

 

 
 

5.  Inquiry: When the other moms heard about how Charlene had won the baking contest, her email box was 

flooded with inquiries for her award winning muffin recipe. 
  

Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 

 

 
 

6.  Perch: The children were perched on the edge of the sofa arms, waiting to hop off and land on the next 

unlucky passerby. 
      

Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 

 

 
 



 

Text Structure Worksheet 8       Name:  _____________________ 

Directions: Read the passages and determine how each is mainly structured. On a sheet of paper,  put the 

information from each passage into an appropriate graphic organizer. The following graphic organizers are 

examples. Feel free to make changes if necessary.  

 

1. Market Leaders 

Most mobile phones sold today have an operating system that was either designed by Apple or Google. Apple 

makes the iOS operating system powering their iPhones and iPads. Google makes the Android operating system 

that can be found on many different mobile phones and tablets. Both of these operating systems allow users to 

connect to app stores and download applications. To launch these applications, users press small square buttons 

that appear on their home screens. One major difference between these two operating systems is that Apple 

makes all of its own hardware. That is to say, the iOS operating system only appears on products created by 

Apple. On the other hand, many different manufacturers like Samsung, Sony, and LG use the Android operating 

system. Which one do you like better: Android or iOS?  

 

2. Downloading Apps 

Getting a new phone is a really cool feeling, but your phone can’t do much without applications. In order to get 

the most from your new phone, you need to download apps. To do this you will need a data connection. Some 

plans allow you to get data from your phone network. If your plan lets you to do this, you can connect to web 

services anywhere that your phone gets a signal. If your plan does not let you to do this, you will need to 

connect your device to a Wi-Fi network. Free Wi-Fi can be found at coffee shops, laundry mats, and other 

public locations. Once your phone is receiving data, go to the application store on the device. Use the search or 

browse functions to find fun, interesting, or useful programs. Once you have found an application that you want 

to try, click the button to download and install it on your device. Not all applications are free, so make sure that 

you know how much the app costs before agreeing to download it.  Also, if you are under the age of 18, get 

your parent’s permission before downloading anything. You’ll like your new phone so much more once you 

have some cool apps.   

 

3. Lost and Found 

A mobile phone is lost every second by some estimates. A 2011 survey shows that about 22% of Americans 

have lost a mobile phone. When a person loses their phone, they don’t just  lose a device that may have cost as 

much as $600, they lose phone numbers, photos, and sensitive information. If the phone isn’t locked and it gets 

lost or stolen, someone may use it to commit identity theft. Perhaps the worst part about this is that it can be 

prevented. Today’s smart phones have free applications that allow you to find your lost phone using GPS 

signals. Even if you cannot retrieve your phone, you can use these applications to delete your data so that you 
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are less likely to become a victim of identify theft. Losing your phone feels horrible, but if you take the time to 

install a phone-finding app, you’ll be much better prepared to deal with it.   

 

4. Eyes on the Road 

For better or worse, mobile phones are changing the world; however, one place where phones are definitely 

making things worse is on the road. Today it is common for motorists to play with their mobile phones while 

driving. Drivers may get bored or impatient while waiting in traffic and use their smart phones to pass the time 

by checking sports scores, stock numbers, or news stories.  Worse still, they may engage in text messaging.  

Some drivers are so used to receiving and responding to communications immediately that it does not occur to 

them to wait until an appropriate time to respond. As soon as they get a message, these drivers will try to read 

and respond to it. There are many reasons why people use cell phones while driving, but none of them are good 

reasons. 

 

5. The Intelligent Telephone 

A smart phone is a mobile phone with built-in computer system that can send emails, view websites, or 

download applications. The first use of the term smart phone was in 1997, when Ericson described its GS 88 as 

a “smart phone.” In 2003 phones got even smarter when Andy Rubin launched the Android mobile operating 

system. It would take years for the first Android powered phone to reach the market, but today over 80% of all 

mobile phones are powered by Android.  Yet, perhaps the biggest development in the history of smart phones 

occurred in 2007, when the original iPhone was released. The first iPhone didn’t even have an app store, but it 

set many of the standards that people have come to expect from smart phones, like using the phone with just a 

finger on the screen rather than with a keypad or stylus.  Smart phones have changed the world and continue to 

improve. I don’t know where the future will take us, but I bet that the phones will be cooler.  

 

6. Difficult Decisions 

Since I made honor roll every quarter this year, my mom is going to buy me a new phone for my birthday. I 

can’t decide whether I want to get an iPhone or a Galaxy. They are both really cool phones, and they cost about 

the same, but they are also different in a lot of ways too, like the Galaxy has a bigger screen. The iPhone’s 

screen isn’t small or anything, it’s just not as big as the Galaxy’s.  However, the iPhone connects with my 

iTunes account.  All of my music is already uploaded to iTunes, so all I have to do is sync my phone and then I 

can listen to all of my music.  That’d be cool.  But if I got the Galaxy, I could use Google Play to upload my old 

songs and buy new ones. This would give me a chance to go through my old music collection.  That’d be cool 

too. I’m not sure which one I’m going to get but I’m super pumped about it either way.  Maybe if you make 

honor roll every quarter next year, you can get a new phone too. It’s worth a shot. 

 


