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TOP: German troops enter Schonlinde (Krasna Lipa) in 

Czechoslovakia (the present-day Czech Republic), as 

Nazi Germany annexes the region on October 2, 1938; 

FPG/Hulton Archive/Getty Images. MIDDLE: The 12th 

panzer division of the German army, 1944; Wikimedia 

Commons. BOTTOM: Map of the Nazi-Fascist 

occupation in Europe in 1941 AP Photo. 

The first in a four-part series 

 

World War II was the central event of the 

1900s. It involved all six major continents, all 

three of the great oceans on the planet, dozens 

of countries and billions of people. It caused 57 

million deaths and unimaginable human 

suffering. 
 

By the time it was over in 1945, dozens of great cities around the world had been destroyed. Those 

that survived continued to see poverty and hunger for many years. Meanwhile, the prisoners and the 

wounded would carry the cost of the conflict with them for the rest of their lives. 

A world at war 

Germany was ruled by the Nazis from 1933 until 1945. Their leader was Adolf Hitler, who wanted to 

conquer the world. In 1936, Hitler sent troops into the Rhineland. This was an area of Europe next to 

Germany. As part of the treaty signed at the end of World War I, Germany was not supposed to place 

soldiers in the Rhineland. Hitler's decision to do so was seen as a hostile act. In 1938, he also 

incorporated Czechoslovakia and Austria into Nazi Germany. By this time, the Western world was 

fully alert to the danger of the German dictator, who ruled with total power. 



In the early morning hours of September 1, 1939, Hitler sent his armies into Poland. Two days later, 

France and Great Britain declared war on Germany. Within a matter of weeks, the Soviet Union 

attacked Poland from the east. World War II had begun. 

In general, the American people did not want 

to have any part in another European war. 

They felt protected by great oceans on both 

sides of the North American continent. And 

they felt that American boys had died in World 

War I for no good reason. Moreover, the 

United States had allowed its military to shrink 

in the 1920s and 1930s. By the time World War 

II broke out, its army was much smaller than it 

had once been. 

 

German aggression in Western Europe 

During World War II, there were many alliances between countries. Germany, Japan and Italy fought 

together. They were known as the Axis powers. Great Britain, France, the Soviet Union and the United 

States fought against them. They were known as the Allied powers. 

On the morning of May 10, 1940, Hitler launched an attack against France. The attack was known as a 

blitzkrieg, or lightning war. A blitzkrieg is an intense military campaign. It is meant to confuse and 

overwhelm the enemy.  

Germany also had a unique approach to how it deployed its military tanks. Instead of spreading out 

its tanks, the German army placed them all in a few special divisions. These arrangements were 

known as panzer formations. They were able to smash holes in the enemy line, creating chaos. 

The British and French armies actually had more and better tanks than their attackers. However, new 

military ideas like the blitzkrieg made the Germans more powerful. Their tank formations destroyed 

everything before them, and the French defenses soon collapsed. By the end of June 1940, Nazi 

Germany controlled almost all of western Europe. 



 

Hitler's miscalculation 

Hitler's only remaining enemy was Great 

Britain. The German leader wanted the country 

to stay out of the European continent. When 

Great Britain refused to give in, Hitler sent the 

German air force to attack the English 

homeland. He expected its heavy blows would 

lead to a British surrender. 

But in 1941 Hitler made a huge mistake. While still fighting Great Britain, he decided to invade the 

Soviet Union. As a result, Germany was fighting a war on two fronts. The eastern front involved 

hundreds of soldier divisions stretched over thousands of miles of land. Germany essentially bled to 

death in Russia. Four out of five of all the German soldiers who died in the war died while fighting the 

Soviet army. For the Soviet Union, the bloodshed was even worse. A staggering 27 million Soviet 

citizens died in the fighting. 

 

Kenneth T. Jackson is the Jacques Barzun Professor in History and the Social Sciences. He is also the 

director of the Herbert H. Lehman Center for American History at Columbia University. His 

publications include "Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States" (1987), 

"Empire City: New York through the Centuries" (2002), and "The Encyclopedia of New York City" 

(2nd ed., 2010). 

 

 



 
1. Based on the article, which of the following is TRUE? 

 

The French army was known for its new attack called a blitzkrieg. 

The Allied powers fought with Germany and the Axis fought for France. 

The major cities around the world were not affected by World War II. 

World War II involved billions of people from six continents. 

 
2. According to the section "A world at war," how did Hitler start World War II? 

He signed a treaty at the end of World War I. 

He sent soldiers to invade other countries, including Poland. 

He told Austria it could no longer be a part of Nazi Germany. 

He asked the United States to help him defeat the Soviet Union. 

 
3. Which paragraph from the section "German aggression in Western Europe" BEST explains the importance of 

Germany's new military strategies? 

During World War II, there were many alliances between countries. Germany, Japan and Italy fought together. They 
were known as the Axis powers. Great Britain, France, the Soviet Union and the United States fought against them. They 
were known as the Allied powers. 

On the morning of May 10, 1940, Hitler launched an attack against France. The attack was known as a blitzkrieg, or 
lightning war. A blitzkrieg is an intense military campaign. It is meant to confuse and overwhelm the enemy.  

Germany also had a unique approach to how it deployed its military tanks. Instead of spreading out its tanks, the 
German army placed them all in a few special divisions. These arrangements were known as panzer formations. They 
were able to smash holes in the enemy line, creating chaos. 

The British and French armies actually had more and better tanks than their attackers. However, new military ideas 
like the blitzkrieg made the Germans more powerful. Their tank formations destroyed everything before them, and the 
French defenses soon collapsed. By the end of June 1940, Nazi Germany controlled almost all of western Europe. 

 
4. What effect did trying to fight a war on two fronts have on Germany? 

It caused the Soviet Union and Great Britain to be quickly defeated, and Germany was quickly able to win the war. 

It caused the Soviet Union to move many of its soldiers to Great Britain, and many German soldiers died. 

It caused Germany to be able to take control of the Soviet Union more quickly, but led to defeat in Great Britain. 

It caused German soldiers to try to fight across many miles of land, and led to most of the German deaths in the 
war. 

 

5.  Cause & Effect: What was the main event described in the article? What were the causes of this event? Describe each 
cause by citing specific details from the article and explaining how it contributed to the main event. 

  



WWII Part Two: The U.S. Enters the War 

 

Cabinet members watch with mixed emotions as 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, wearing a black 
armband, signs the United States' declaration of war 
against Japan at 4:10 p.m. Washington time on 
December 8, 1941. On December 7, Japanese planes 
bombed Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in a surprise attack that 
destroyed a large portion of the fleet there, prompting 
the war declaration. Bettmann/Getty Images 

U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
followed the fighting in Europe knowing that 
Americans did not want to be involved, but he 
also knew that if Germany ever controlled all of 
Europe, its power would be enormous. So, 
Roosevelt quietly increased the size of the U.S. 
Navy and Army. The president wanted America 
to be ready. 

Japanese ambitions 
At that time, the United States, Great Britain and the Netherlands controlled most of the 

natural resources, especially oil, south of Japan. Those countries said they would not sell resources to 
Japan if it did not remove its troops from China. Japan did not want to be told what to do. It wanted 
to be one of the great nations in the world. 

This meant going to war with the West. Japan planned a bold surprise attack on the United 
States Pacific Fleet in Pearl Harbor, which is located in Hawaii. Japan knew that it would be waging 
war with a stronger country. Japanese Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto's plan was to first cripple the 
American fleet. This would start a battle in the Pacific between the two countries. If Japan won, 
America would be forced to meet its demands. 
 

Japan attacks Pearl Harbor 
Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, was a military success. Its warships 

crossed the Pacific without being spotted. They surprised the sleeping American fleet. All eight 
American battleships and dozens of smaller ships were hit. More than 2,000 sailors died that day. The 
Japanese lost only a few pilots and planes, but no ships. Still, Admiral Yamamoto was worried. 
Yamamoto knew that Japan had attacked a strong country. He expected the United States to fight 
back against Japan. This would make his country's cause almost hopeless. 

The uncertainty about whether the United States should get involved in World War II ended 
when the Japanese bombs fell on Pearl Harbor. The next day, Roosevelt asked that the U.S. go to war 
against Japan. It was approved by Congress. Then on December 10, Germany declared war on the 
United States. This was a surprise because Germany's treaty with Japan did not require it to do so. 



Roosevelt was happy that the United 
States was at war with Japan. He had expected 
that Japan would start fighting. But, Roosevelt 
thought Japan would attack the Philippines. He 
was shocked by what happened at Pearl 
Harbor. Roosevelt funneled national anger at 
Japan into a war against Germany. He knew 
Germany was actually the greater danger to the 
U.S. 

U.S. industry gears up for war 
In December of 1941, the nation launched the greatest manufacturing growth in history. Orders 

for weapons, uniforms and vehicles employed workers who had been without jobs from the Great 
Depression. Old factories were expanded and modernized and new ones sprang up. 

As early as 1942, American factories were making 48,000 airplanes, which was more than 
Germany and Japan combined. By 1945, the United States Navy was larger and stronger than the 
navies of all other countries put together. 

Women crucial to preparation efforts 
With millions of men joining the Army, someone had to do the jobs they left behind. The 

growth in female employment between 1942 and 1945 was staggering. At first, they took jobs as 
clerks, cabbies, truck drivers, waitresses and streetcar conductors. Soon, women held jobs in 
shipyards and airplane factories. 

Racial prejudices persist 
Meanwhile, there was discrimination against Japanese-Americans and African-Americans. The 

Pearl Harbor attack meant that Japanese-Americans were suspected of being enemy agents and were 
sent to internment camps. But, many Japanese-Americans had actually been born in the U.S. and 
many served in the U.S. military. 

At the same time, blacks were not allowed in the Marine Corps and were inducted as sailors 
only to serve as cooks. In the Army, they served in segregated units under mostly white officers. 
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1. Which sentence from the article BEST supports the idea that the U.S. was more 
powerful than Germany or Japan during the war? 

So, Roosevelt quietly increased the size of the U.S. Navy and Army. 

At that time, the United States, Great Britain and the Netherlands controlled most of the natural resources, 
especially oil, south of Japan. 

Roosevelt funneled national anger at Japan into a war against Germany. 

By 1945, the United States Navy was larger and stronger than the navies of all other countries put 
together. 
 

2. Based on information in the section "Japan attacks Pearl Harbor," which of the 
following statements is TRUE? 

Roosevelt was more concerned about the threat of Germany than the threat of Japan. 

Japan expected that the United States would surrender after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Germany declared war on the United States because of an agreement it had made with Japan. 

Roosevelt was not sure whether the American people would support going to war against Japan after 
the attack on Pearl Harbor 

 

3. According to the section "U.S. industry gears up for war," how did the war affect 
industry? 

It ran old factories out of business. 

It created more factories and more jobs. 

It made people work harder and longer hours. 

It created more jobs than there were people to fill them. 
 

4. Based on the section "Women crucial to preparation efforts," why were women 
important to the war effort? 

They took the jobs that were left empty when men went to war. 

They were willing to take jobs that men were no longer willing to do. 

They found new and better ways to do many of the jobs that men usually did. 

They earned large amounts of money to support the men who were fighting. 

 
5. Why is the event described in the article taught in schools today? What are the lasting lessons 

that we can learn from studying this event? Support your response with evidence from the text. 
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American B-17 heavy bombers take off from an airfield 
in Britain, October 19, 1942. The B-17 was nicknamed 
the "Flying Fortress" because of its many machine-gun 
mounts. Photo: Planet News Archive/SSPL/Getty Images 

At the beginning of World War II, the 
United States produced a huge number of 
tanks, weapons, ships and trucks. These would 
only be useful, though, if brave men could be 
found to use them in battle. That didn't seem to 
be a problem in the United States. After the 
Japanese attack on American naval base Pearl 
Harbor, recruitment centers across the nation 
were swamped with volunteers. Even so, by 
1943 Washington had begun enlisting all males 
between 18 and 40. That is called the draft. By 
1945, about 16 million Americans had served in 
the military.  

The war continued on. On one side were the Allied powers — United States, Britain, France and 
the Soviet Union. On the other, the Axis — Germany, Italy and Japan. As millions of new people 
joined the armed forces, separation and longing became common feelings. Songs of the time had 
names like "Till We Meet Again" and "I'll Be Seeing You, in All the Old Familiar Places." This reflected 
the feelings of loneliness that were felt in every town and by almost every family. Eventually, most 
soldiers and Marines were shipped overseas.  

American Troops On The Way 
Before going overseas, men would stay for a few days in the port towns of New York City and 

San Francisco. They drank and laughed and pretended to be confident and happy.  
The next step was to board a ship. Quarters were tight, pleasures were few and danger was 

always around. In the Atlantic Ocean, German submarines lurked beneath the surface. The most 
common way to get to Europe was in a group of about 50 or 60 similar ships. These ships were 
protected by many small, fast ships called destroyers. Luckily, the Allied navies figured out how to 
beat the Nazi submarines before most American soldiers crossed the ocean. Only 8,000 men were lost 
out of 4 million who made the journey. 

Allied Forces Gain Ground Against Germany And Japan 
By late 1942, the tide had turned against the Axis. In June, the U.S. Navy won its greatest 

victory ever in the Battle of Midway. There, an outnumbered American force inflicted devastating 
losses on the then-superior Japanese fleet. After the Battle of Midway, the Japanese were no longer 
able to attack. It was just a matter of time before Japan's forces were crushed. 
The German army was another matter. It had superbly trained soldiers, sophisticated weapons and 
brilliant tactical leaders. Only an enormous sacrifice by many nations could bring it down. But it 
happened. In the fall of 1942, Britain attacked German forces in Africa. Americans trapped thousands 



of Nazi soldiers there. And in perhaps the most devastating battle of all time, between August 1942 
and February 1943, the Soviet Army annihilated the German troops that had conquered France. 
Thereafter, Hitler's troops were rarely able to attack. 

 
Allies Prepare For Invasion Of Normandy 

U.S. General George C. Marshall was considered one of the most important Army generals on 
the Allied side. In 1943, he made a suggestion to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. He told FDR 
that Dwight D. Eisenhower should be put in charge of the fight in Europe.  
Eisenhower had been an unknown man from Kansas serving in the Army. It fell to him to take charge 
of the greatest invasion in history. His good judgment, hard work and dedication had been recognized 
early. During the war, he was quickly promoted. By 1944, Eisenhower was in charge of all American 
and Allied ground, sea and air forces in Europe. His mission was to attack the Nazi Atlantic Wall. This 
was a network of German forts along the northwestern coast of Europe. It was designed to kill anyone 
foolish enough to come out of the water. 
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Herbert H. Lehman Center for American History at Columbia University. His publications include "Crabgrass Frontier: 
The Suburbanization of the United States" (1987), "Empire City: New York through the Centuries" (2002) and "The 
Encyclopedia of New York City" (2nd ed., 2010). 

  



 
1.Based on information in the article, which of the following statements is TRUE? 

The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor inspired many volunteers to enlist in the military. 

The Axis powers were those who fought with Britain and the Allies fought with Germany. 

The Battle of Midway was won easily by a superior American naval fleet. 

The invasion of Normandy was a simple process led by George C. Marshall. 

 

2.According to the article, how did most American soldiers get to Europe? 

They flew in planes from cities such as San Francisco and New York. 

They traveled on small and fast ships called destroyers. 

They crossed beneath the ocean in large submarines. 

They moved in large groups of similar ships that had little space. 

 

3.What was the relationship between British forces in Africa and Soviet forces in Europe? 

Their assistance to the United States led to the defeat of Japan at the Battle of Midway. 

Their combined efforts caused Germany to lose most of its soldiers and become unable to attack. 

Soviet forces were able to defeat German troops quickly so that the Soviets could help Britain in Africa. 

British forces caused Germany to send extra troops to Africa so that the Soviets could win. 

 

4.Which sentence from the section "Allies Prepare For Invasion Of Normandy" BEST 
supports the idea that the Army recognized Eisenhower's good judgment and hard work? 

He told FDR that Dwight D. Eisenhower should be put in charge of the fight in Europe. 

Eisenhower had been an unknown man from Kansas serving in the Army. 

By 1944, Eisenhower was in charge of all American and Allied ground, sea and air forces in Europe. 

This was a network of German forts along the western coast of Europe. 

 

5.Cause & Effect: What was the main event described in the article? What were the causes 
of this event? Describe each cause by citing specific details from the article and explaining 
how it contributed to the main event. 
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The landing of the Allied troops in Normandy, France, June 1944. Photo12/UIG via Getty Images 

The last in a four-part series. 
 

 

 
 
 
The story of June 6, 1944, has been told many 
times. This date is also known as D-Day. 
D-Day was the day of the invasion that 
began the end of World War II. The Allied 
forces of the United States, Canada and Britain 
stormed a French beach that the Germans were 
controlling. It was the largest invasion onto a 
beach in history.  

Eisenhower's crucial role 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower was in charge of the invasion. He did four especially remarkable 
things that set him apart. First, he decided to go forward with the invasion even though there was a 
bad weather forecast. The German commander in charge of protecting the beaches had decided that 
the weather would be so awful that he could safely go back to Germany. 
Second, he prepared a statement in case the invasion failed. In the message Eisenhower blamed 
himself instead of anyone else. This message never had to be released. 
Third, Eisenhower visited the soldiers on the day before the invasion. He knew that many would be 
killed the next day. He walked informally among the young men, chatting about their hometowns and 
recognizing the dangers they would soon face. 



Finally, Eisenhower read a message to the troops as they set out across the English Channel. It 
encouraged them and emphasized the significance of their mission.  

The end of the war 
The D-Day landings were successful. In the coming months, Allies pulverized the once-unbeatable 
Germany. Adolf Hitler killed himself in his bunker in April 1945. Germany surrendered within a week. 
Japan had brave and devoted soldiers, fine airplanes and world-class sailors, but it never had a chance 
against the United States. It did not have enough of anything to compete with a huge nation with 
almost never-ending supplies. At many battles, the Japanese fought almost to the last man. It was no 
use. In desperation, they created an elite force of pilots, called kamikaze. Their mission was to crash 
their planes into U.S. ships. They died in glory, but they were too few and too late.  
Franklin Delano Roosevelt had been president the entire duration of the war. He died in April 1945, 
and Harry S. Truman took his place. Truman ordered atomic bombs to be dropped on the Japanese 
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945. By then, Japan realized that further fighting was 
madness. On August 14, 1945, Truman announced over the radio that the war was over. On 
September 2, 1945, the Japanese government surrendered. World War II had ended. 

The war in retrospect 
In many ways the United States was the big winner in World War II. It had fewer battle deaths than 
the other countries involved. Its cities were never occupied by enemy armies or bombed. Washington 
emerged from the war more confident than ever. The U.S. had the strongest military in the world. By 
every measure, the United States led the world in 1945, and it was about to begin two generations of 
prosperity unmatched in history. 
But no adult in America who had lived through the Great Depression and World War II would claim 
that it had been easy. It required enormous sacrifice. Those years of deprivation, fear and longing 
would always be central to their lives. 

 
Kenneth T. Jackson is the Jacques Barzun Professor in History and the Social Sciences. He is also the director of the Herbert H. 
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2010). 
  



 
1. Based on information in the article, which of these statements is TRUE? 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt ordered atomic bombs to be dropped on Japan. 

American soldiers beat the Japanese by crashing planes into ships. 

American soldiers killed Adolf Hitler in a battle. 

The Allies defeated Germany in World War II. 

 
2. Select the sentence from the section "The war in retrospect" that shows a 

consequence of World War II for the U.S. 

Its cities were never occupied by enemy armies or bombed. 

It had fewer battle deaths than the other countries involved. 

Washington emerged from the war more confident than ever. 

But no adult in America who had lived through the Great Depression and World War II would 
claim that it had been easy. 

 
3. What was the relationship between General Eisenhower and World War II? 

Eisenhower was a well-known soldier in the war. 

Eisenhower was the leader of American attacks on Japan. 

Eisenhower was the leader of the important D-Day invasion. 

Eisenhower was responsible for using the atomic bomb. 

 
4. How did Harry S. Truman become involved with World War II? 

He became president near the end of the war. 

He was the president for the entire war. 

He was the president for the beginning of the war. 

He was a significant military leader. 

 

5. What was the main event in the article? Was the main event helpful or harmful 

to society? Make an argument and defend it with specific details from the article. 
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Image 1. The Alpha I Racetrack, located in at the K-25 
plant in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, one of the main project 
sites of the Manhattan Project. It was designed to 
separate isotopes of uranium to create atomic bombs. 
Image: James Edward Westcott/Wikimedia Commons  

In 1938, European scientists discovered how to split the nucleus of an atom. This process is called 
nuclear fission. It releases huge amounts of energy. The scientists thought it could help them build a 
powerful weapon: the atomic bomb.  
World War II (1939-1945) spread across Europe and the United States. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt supported further research on the atomic bomb. By 1943, men and women in the U.S. were 
working under top-secret conditions to build a bomb. It was called the Manhattan Project.  

A Family Affair: The Rosenbergs 
Ethel Greenglass and Julius Rosenberg both attended Communist Party events. They fell in love and 
were married in 1939. Julius joined the Communist Party that same year. Communism is a system in 
which all goods and property are controlled by the government. Communists believe no private 
ownership of property should be allowed. Many people in the U.S. were against communism during 
this time.  
Julius' job was to find new members to join the Communist Party. He convinced Ethel's brother, 
David Greenglass, and his wife to join. Greenglass worked for the U.S. Army in Los Alamos, New 
Mexico. 

The Secret's Out: U.S. Drops Bombs On Japan 
Los Alamos was a secret Manhattan Project site. The atomic bomb was tested there. Klaus Fuchs was 
among the many scientists who worked there. He had fled Nazi Germany. 
 

 

 
 
 
Image 2. Julius and Ethel Rosenberg are 
surrounded by U.S. marshals as they wait to 
board prison van on August 23, 1950, at an 
undisclosed location. Photo: AP Photo/Jacob 
Harris 

It was difficult to keep the project secret, as spies were everywhere. The United States worked on the 
bomb with its allies Great Britain and Canada. However, it did not want to share information about 
the project with another ally, the Soviet Union. U.S. leaders did not trust the Soviet Union. It was a 
communist country known for criticizing democracy.  
On July 16, 1945, a successful bomb was tested. On August 6, 1945, the United States dropped its first 
atomic bomb on Japan. Japan was an enemy during World War II. Japan did not surrender. The 
United States dropped a second bomb three days later, and World War II ended shortly after that. 



Soviet Spies 
In 1948, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) uncovered shocking information. Fuchs had been 
spying for the Soviet Union. He passed atomic bomb secrets to them. American Harry Gold also 
admitted to spying. He had acted as a messenger between Fuchs and the KGB. The KGB was the 
Soviet state security agency. 
The FBI asked Gold who the other spies were. Gold described David Greenglass.  
When questioned by the FBI, Greenglass admitted that he had passed atomic bomb information to 
Gold. He also described Julius Rosenberg's role in convincing him to be a spy.  
The FBI already had a file on Rosenberg because of his Communist Party ties. On July 17, 1950, FBI 
agents searched the Rosenberg apartment. They arrested Julius, and a month later, Ethel was 
arrested, too. 

Judgment Time 
The Rosenbergs were charged under the Espionage Act of 1917. It was passed to prevent the spread of 
the nation's secrets during wartime. By the early 1950s, the United States and the Soviet Union were 
involved in the Cold War. 
The Rosenbergs were charged with espionage, or spying. They were accused of passing atomic bomb 
secrets to the Soviet Union. Greenglass admitted to bringing information to the Rosenbergs, and that 
Ethel had typed up copies to be passed on to the Soviets. 
The Rosenbergs' trial was held in March 1951. After three weeks, they were found guilty and 
sentenced to death. None of their appeals was successful. They were executed on June 19, 1953. Ethel 
was 37 and Julius was 35. 
Other spies in the case were punished less harshly. Klaus Fuchs received a 14-year sentence. Harry 
Gold received a 30-year sentence and David Greenglass received a 15-year sentence. Ruth Greenglass 
was never charged with a crime. 
The Rosenberg case was the most sensational event of the time. Americans were afraid that the Soviet 
Union had learned how to build an atomic weapon through its spies. Historians now think that this 
was not the case. However, it spread fear that Soviet spies and communism were spreading through 
American society. 
  



1.Read the paragraph in the section “The Secret's Out: U.S. Drops Bombs On Japan."  
On July 16, 1945, a successful bomb was tested. On August 6, 1945, the United States dropped 
its first atomic bomb on Japan. Japan was an enemy during World War II. Japan did not 
surrender. The United States dropped a second bomb three days later, and World War II 
ended shortly after that.  
What does this paragraph do in the section? 
 

It contrasts what the Americans did with what the Soviets did in Japan. 

It shows the problem Americans had when they tested the atomic bomb. 

It describes the events that led up to the end of World War II. 

It provides a cause for why the U.S. first tested the atomic bomb. 

2.Read the paragraph below.  
In 1948, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) uncovered shocking information. Fuchs 
had been spying for the Soviet Union. He passed atomic bomb secrets to them. American 
Harry Gold also admitted to spying. He had acted as a messenger between Fuchs and the 
KGB. The KGB was the Soviet state security agency.  
This paragraph states a cause. In which of the following selections do we find the effect? 

Klaus Fuchs was among the many scientists who worked there. He had fled Nazi Germany. 

The FBI already had a file on Rosenberg because of his Communist Party ties. 

By the early 1950s, the United States and the Soviet Union were involved in the Cold War. 

Klaus Fuchs received a 14-year sentence. Harry Gold received a 30-year sentence and David Greenglass 
received a 15-year sentence. 

3.Read the paragraph below.  
When questioned by the FBI, Greenglass admitted that he had passed atomic bomb 
information to Gold. He also described Julius Rosenberg's role in convincing him to be a spy.  
How does this paragraph support the MAIN idea of the article? 

by explaining how Rosenberg became a spy for the Soviet Union 

by highlighting that there were several Soviet spies involved in the Manhattan Project 

by presenting the secrets that the Soviet spies shared 

by introducing how Americans were afraid of the spread of Soviet communism 

4.Select the sentence that BEST summarizes the article. 

Many Americans were fearful of the spread of communism after hearing about the Rosenberg case. 

The Soviet Union and the United States were rivals, because the Soviet Union was a communist country 
while the United States was a democracy. 

The United States dropped two atomic bombs on Japan, and then World War II ended. 

The Manhattan Project had spies who were later discovered to have been sharing atomic bomb secrets 
with the Soviet Union. 
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President Truman announces Japan's surrender. 

Washington, DC, August 14, 1945. Photo:  Abbie 

Rowe/Wikimedia Commons. 

 
Editor's Note: On Aug. 6, 1945, President Harry S. Truman ordered the dropping of an atomic bomb 
on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. It was a huge bomb. The explosion wiped out 90 percent of the 
city. It killed an estimated 80,000 people immediately. Tens of thousands of other people died later. 
Only hours later, Truman gave this speech. He told the American people what the military did. 
Three days later, a second atomic bomb was dropped on the Japanese city of Nagasaki. 
 

Sixteen hours ago an American airplane dropped one bomb on Hiroshima. It is an important 
Japanese army base. The bomb was very powerful. It had more than 2,000 times the blast power of 
the British “Grand Slam.” Before this bomb, the "Grand Slam" was the largest bomb ever used in the 
history of war. 

The Japanese began the war from the air. They attacked us at Pearl Harbor. We repaid them 
for that many times over. And the end is not yet. With this bomb we have now added a major new way 
to fight them. This will add to the power of our Army. We are making more of these bombs now. We 
are also developing even more powerful bombs.  

The bomb we just dropped is an atomic bomb. Atomic power is the force of the universe. It is 
the force that the sun draws its power from. Now we have used this power against Japan.  

Before 1939, most scientists thought it was possible to get energy from atoms. But no one knew 
how to do it. By 1942 we knew that the Germans were working hard on a way to do this. The war had 
started. They wanted to add this tool to their other weapons of war. They hoped to be masters of the 
world. The rest of the world would become their slaves. They failed. We should thank God that the 
Germans got these weapons too late. We should be glad that they never got the atomic bomb. 
We have won the battle of science. We won the battles of the air, land, and sea too.  

Beginning in 1940, scientists in the United States and Great Britain shared things they knew. 
These things could help the two countries win a war. At this time, the Japanese had not attacked us 
yet. We have won many battles because we worked with the British. Both countries worked to make 
an atomic bomb. 

The United States had a large number of respected scientists. They were experts in many 
subjects.  We had the industry and the money needed for the project. We could spend time and money 
on this without hurting other war work. We had built some laboratories. We had built the factories to 
make these bombs. They were far from any enemies. They could not be bombed. Britain was different. 
It is in Europe. It could be attacked in the air. It was also being threatened. Britain's leader, Prime 
Minister Churchill, and President Roosevelt agreed that it was wise to do the work here in the United 
States. 



We now have two large factories that make this atomic power. We have smaller places where 
they do this, too. Thousands of people worked on building the factories. Over 65,000 people now 
work in the plants. Many have worked there for two and a half years. Few know what they have been 
producing. They see large amounts of something going in. They see nothing coming out of these 
plants. The size of the explosive charge is small. We have spent $2 billion on the greatest scientific bet 
in history — and we won. 

But the greatest surprise is not the size of the project. It is not how secret it is or how much it 
cost. It is how well the scientists put together complicated facts. Then they made a workable plan. It is 
also amazing how well people designed, and operated the machines. They have done things in ways 
that were never done before. Because of this, the brainchild of many minds could be created. It 
performs as it was supposed to. This was all done under the direction of the United States Army. Our 
Army achieved a special thing in managing a problem with so many parts. They have advanced 
knowledge in an amazingly short time. This is the greatest success of organized science in history. It 
was done under high pressure. They never failed.  

We are now ready to destroy quickly and completely every building in every city in Japan. We 
will destroy they way they get supplies. We will destroy the way they make things. We will ruin their 
ways of speaking to each other. Make no mistake. We will completely end Japan’s power to make war. 
We tried to save the Japanese people from complete destruction. We gave them a chance to do what 
we asked them to do. We met with them on July 26 at Potsdam. Their leaders quickly rejected us. If 
they do not go along with what we ask, they should expect attacks from us. There will be attacks from 
the air. They will be like none which have ever been seen. Next there will be attacks by armies and 
navies. They will be in large numbers. There will be power they have not yet seen. They already know 
about our fighting skill. 

The secretary of war has kept in touch with all parts of the work. He will soon tell everyone 
more about the bomb. 

He will tell us about the places in Oak Ridge near Knoxville, Tennessee, in Richland near 
Pasco, Washington, and one near Santa Fe, New Mexico. The workers at these places have been 
helping to make the greatest destructive force in history. The workers are not in danger though. We 
have made sure they were safe. 

Getting energy from atoms gives man a new understanding of the power of nature. Today our 
power comes from coal, oil, and water from dams. So far, atomic power cannot be made in a way to 
give us energy. It would cost too much to make. Our scientists must study this more. 

Scientists in this country never hide their work from the world. The government does not hide 
these things either. Normally, everyone could learn everything about this work. 

Though, we are in a war. Because of the war, we do not want to tell people about this work. We 
will not tell anyone what the Army is doing with this power. We must first look for more ways of 
protecting us and the rest of the world from danger. 

I shall ask the lawmakers to create a special team soon. This team will control how atomic 
power is made and used in the United States. I will give Congress my ideas about how atomic power 
can become a tool to keep world peace. 

 
  



 

1.What is the MAIN idea of the speech? 

It tells how Japan was given a chance to avoid the atomic bomb. 

It describes how Japan started the war by attacking Pearl Harbor. 

It shows why the United States and Great Britain worked together to build the bomb. 

It explains how and why the atomic bomb came to be used on Japan. 

 

2.Read the following paragraph from the speech. The bomb we just dropped is an atomic 
bomb. Atomic power is the force of the universe. It is the force that the sun draws its 
power from. Now we have used this power against Japan. What is the focus of this 
paragraph? 

why the atomic bomb was used 

what the atomic bomb does 

how the atomic bomb works 

when the atomic bomb was dropped 

 

3.According to the speech, why was it important that the Americans made the atomic 
bomb first? 

so Britain could be protected from Germany 

so Germany would not get the atomic bomb 

so the United States could keep the bomb secret 

so Japan would not get the atomic bomb 

 

4.What is the MAIN reason that President Truman said he would use more atomic bombs 
on Japan? 

to end the war with Japan 

to destroy Japanese supplies 

to keep Japan from helping Germany 

to get back at Japan for Pearl Harbor 

 

5.Who wrote this primary source and what was their purpose for writing? Explain the 
goals of the author by including details from the article and background knowledge about 
the time period it was written. 

 
 
































