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                   M-F Agenda:  

M: Read both opinion letters about whether 

TikTok is good for kids and record 3 reasons 

for each argument on pg. 27. 

T: Reread both letters and the Opinion Essay 

Toolkit. Begin planning your essay by using 

pg. 1-2 of Write an Opinion Essay. 

W: Review Toolkit tips. Finish planning your 

essay by completing pg. 3-4 of Write an 

Opinion Essay.   

TH: Now copy your planning onto a separate 

sheet of paper. Check directions on “Final 

Step” of your plan. 

F: Don’t forget to proofread and edit your 

essay. Now, take the Quiz. 
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Dear Mom and Dad, 
It’s not fair that you won’t let me get TikTok. It’s one of the most popular apps 

in the world! More than a billion people have it, including ALL of my friends. When 

they talk about the videos they’re making, I feel left out.

You say some TikTok videos have swearing and violence. But I’m a good kid! That 

won’t change just because I use TikTok. And I won’t spend too much time using 

screens either. You can set my account so that I’m on TikTok for no more than two 

hours a day.

I could discover new talents by making my own videos. Coming up with dances 

and skits will make me more creative. By recording movie quotes, I’ll get better at 

memorizing stuff. That will help me at school. And editing the videos will help me 

with my computer skills.

Please give me a chance. You can check my account every day. Or you can make 

your own accounts and follow me! We can do family duets—I’m thinking Ed Sheeran?

Your daughter, 

Jade

Is TikTok 
Good for Kids?
Jade is begging her parents to  
let her make videos with this app.  
They say it’s a bad idea.  
Who’s right?

Directions: Read both letters.  
Then complete the chart on the next page.  



  

Opinion Writing

Yes: Let her shine!
1   ––––––––––––––––––––– 

–––––––––––––––––––––
2  ––––––––––––––––––––– 

–––––––––––––––––––––
3  ––––––––––––––––––––– 

–––––––––––––––––––––

No: She’s too young!
1   –––––––––––––––––––– 

––––––––––––––––––––
2  –––––––––––––––––––– 

––––––––––––––––––––
3  –––––––––––––––––––– 
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Dear Jade, 
You are a good kid! But when you see videos with swearing and rudeness, you could 

start to think that’s OK. And some people leave mean comments on posts. We don’t 

want you to get hurt.

There’s a group called Common Sense Media that helps parents decide which 

apps are right for kids. It says kids should be at least 16 to use TikTok. Some of the 

videos are not right for younger kids. TikTok’s rule is that you have to be 13 to post or 

comment. We know some kids lie about their age, but that’s just not how we do things.

We’re glad you’re thinking about screen time. But two hours of TikTok a day is too 

much. You’ll do better in school if you spend that time on homework.

We do feel bad that you’re left out. TikTok is huge right now, but that will change. 

And we can still record family duets—and text 

them to Grandma and Grandpa. Who could ask for 

better fans?

With love,  

Mom and Dad     

Jade and her parents both give reasons that support their arguments. Find 
three reasons in each letter and write them on the lines below. Use these 
details in an opinion essay about whether TikTok is OK for kids to use. 

Should Jade be allowed to get TikTok?
GET A  
SKILL 

BUILDER 
ONLINE



Name: ____________________________________________   

Use the words, phrases, and ideas below to help you write a powerful opinion essay!

Opinion Essay Toolkit

Continued on next page >
©2019 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. Permission granted to teachers and subscribers to make copies of this page to distribute to their students.

1. INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH

The beginning of your essay is called the hook because it “hooks” your readers’ attention. Here are some ideas 
for writing a great hook: 

•  Question: Ask your readers a question that leads them to take your side on the issue.
 Example: What would a school birthday party be without cupcakes?

•  Quotation: Start with a powerful quote from a well-known person. (Don’t forget to mention the source!)
 Example: Albert Einstein once said, “Imagination is more important than knowledge.”

•  Short experience: Start with a few sentences describing something that happened to you or someone 
else, to show your main point.

  Example: Twelve-year-old Sarah Patel was texting her sister while walking to school one morning.  
All of a sudden—SMACK. She slammed right into a brick wall.

• Surprising Fact: Catch your readers’ attention with a piece of information they aren’t likely to know.
 Example: American elementary school students produce 1.2 billion pounds of lunch trash every year.

• Vivid Scene: Use descriptive details to drop your readers into a scene to make your point.
  Example: The sky is dazzlingly blue. A warm breeze carries the scent of wildflowers. Something floats up lazily 

from behind the trees—a bird? A butterfly? No: a plastic bag.

Writing Your Hook

Don’t forget to put a comma 
after the words that introduce 
the main part of a sentence!

Words and Phrases  
for Stating Your Opinion 

I think/believe that

I am confident/certain that

I support/oppose

In my opinion

From my point of view

It is clear that

Without a doubt

The fact is

In truth

Opinion Writing



Opinion Essay Toolkit, p. 2

Name: ____________________________________________   

Transition Words and Phrases:  
Giving Your Reasons

Use these words or phrases  

to introduce each reason you give.

First/second/third

To begin with
One reason is
Next
Besides

Furthermore
In addition
Most important
Of course
Finally 

Transition Words and Phrases:  
Providing Evidence

Use these words or phrases  
to introduce the details or examples  

that support your reasons.
For example/instance
In fact
As evidence
In support of this

Specifically
In particular
To illustrate
This can be seen

Words and Phrases  

for Arguing Against the Other Side: 

Introducing the Other Side 
(Optional)

Use these words or phrases  

to introduce the other side.

Opponents may argue

I realize some may believe

I understand others feel 

Even though some claim

Some people favor

It may be that you support

Words and Phrases  
for Arguing Against the Other Side: Explaining Why You Disagree  

(Optional)
Use these words or phrases  

to explain why you disagree.
However
But I doubt
Yet I question
On the other hand

Nevertheless
Even so
On the contrary
But let me explain

2. BODY PARAGRAPH(S): REASONS AND EVIDENCE

3. CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH

©2019 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. Permission granted to teachers and subscribers to make copies of this page to distribute to their students.

Words and Phrases for the Conclusion Paragraph
Use these words and phrases for your conclusion.

For all these reasons
As you can see

As I have noted

On the whole
In short

In conclusion

To sum it up
As I have said
To summarize

You can see why
Therefore

The time has come to

Opinion Writing
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“Is TikTok Good for Kids?”
December 2019/January 2020

Name: ____________________________________________   Date: ________________

Opinion Writing

Directions: Read the article “Is TikTok Good for Kids?” in the December 2019/January 2020 issue of 
Storyworks. Fill in the chart on page 27. Then follow the steps below to write an opinion essay.

An opinion essay is all about stating a view and using evidence to try to convince your readers 
to agree with you. First, decide where you stand. Should Jade be allowed to get TikTok?

Check the box next to the point of view you will support in your essay.   

❑ Yes! Let her shine!     ❑ No! She's too young!

BEFORE YOU WRITE: CHOOSE YOUR SIDE

Write an Opinion Essay

Continued on next page >

Skill Builder–HL

The introduction should get readers’ attention, tell them a bit about the topic,  
and clearly state your opinion. 

Write a hook to get readers interested:  ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write a sentence or two explaining what the debate is all about: ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write a sentence that clearly states your opinion on the topic: ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PARAGRAPH 1: INTRODUCTION
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Name: ____________________________________________   Date: ________________

You’ve already started this part! Your three reasons should be listed in either the “Yes” or the “No” 
column on page 27. You can make each one into a topic sentence for a paragraph that supports your 
opinion. After the topic sentence, add evidence to support the reason. Use facts and details from the 
article, plus any other examples you can think of or evidence you find from other sources.

Topic sentence, stating a reason: ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence: __________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PARAGRAPHS 2, 3, AND 4: REASONS AND EVIDENCE

Write an Opinion Essay, p. 2

Continued on next page >

Skill Builder–HL “Is TikTok Good for Kids?”
December 2019/January 2020

Opinion Writing

PARAGRAPH 2
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Name: ____________________________________________   Date: ________________

Topic sentence, stating another reason: ___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence: ________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Topic sentence, stating another reason: ___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an Opinion Essay, p. 3

Continued on next page >

Skill Builder–HL “Is TikTok Good for Kids?”
December 2019/January 2020

Opinion Writing

PARAGRAPH 3

PARAGRAPH 4
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“Is TikTok Good for Kids?”
December 2019/January 2020

Name: ____________________________________________   Date: ________________

Opinion Writing
Skill Builder–HL

PARAGRAPH 6: CONCLUSION

Write an Opinion Essay, p. 4

PARAGRAPH 5: MENTION THE OTHER SIDE

Think about a point that someone on the other side of the debate might make. How would you respond? 
Start this paragraph by mentioning the other side, then explain why you disagree with it.

What the other side might say: ___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why you disagree: ________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The last paragraph of your essay is the conclusion. You should write a few sentences restating your main 
points—but don’t add any new ideas. Remember, this is the last thing your readers will see, so make sure to 
remind them how you’ve shown that your opinion makes sense.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now copy your work onto a separate sheet of paper. Remember to indent at the beginning of 
each paragraph, and use transition words where necessary. Don’t forget to proofread!

FINAL STEP!



7. Why might Grandma and Grandpa be 
“better fans” than those on TikTok?

 8. What type of person is Jade? Support your 
answer with proof from the letters.

Constructed Response 
Directions: On a separate piece of paper, write your answer to each question in a well-organized response.  

Make sure you support your answers with information and details from the letters.

©2019 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. Permission granted to teachers and subscribers to make copies of this page to distribute to their students.

Name:                    Date: 

Practice Assessment

December 2019/January 2020

“Is TikTok Good for Kids?” Quiz
Directions: Read the debate “Is TikTok Good for Kids?” in the December 2019/January 2020 
issue of Storyworks. Then fill in the bubble next to the best answer for each question below.

1. Which would be the best title for Jade’s 
letter?
A	“Why I’m Such A Good Kid”
B	“Reasons to Let Me Use TikTok”
C	“TikTok Is Harmful But Fun” 
D	“TikTok: A Good App for Education”

2. Which line from Jade’s letter supports her 
argument that TikTok is good for kids?
A	“I feel totally left out.”
B	“. . . some TikTok videos have swearing and 

violence.”
C	“. . . I know you think I’ll spend too much 

time looking at screens.” 
D	“I’ll get better at memorizing stuff.”

3. According to Jade’s letter, which is true 
about TikTok?
A	 It’s not used very often.
B	 It’s used very often.
C	 It’s used only by kids.
D	 It’s not used by kids under 16.

4. In the sentence “TikTok is huge right now 
. . .,” huge means ______.
A popular C towering
B tall D strong

5. Which is NOT a reason Jade’s parents give 
for saying Jade can’t use TikTok?
A	Some people leave hurtful comments on 

posts.
B	 Jade is too young to use it. 
C	The movie quotes are inappropriate.
D	Screen time takes up homework time.

6. Which statement might Jade and her 
parents all agree with?
A	Some TikTok videos include swearing and 

other bad behavior.
B	Using TikTok helps kids cut down on screen 

time. 
C	Making TikTok videos will help Jade with her 

homework.
D	 Jade’s grandma and grandpa will watch all her 

videos on TikTok.


