
Directions  Read the drama. Then answer Numbers 17 through 24. 

Quiet as a Mouse 

CHARACTERS: 

HENRY, age 9 

SAM, Henry’s brother, age 7 

MOM 

MR. SUN, a mail carrier 

ELVIS, a neighbor’s dog 

MOUSE, a dog 

SCENE 1 

(Setting: HENRY and SAM’s backyard. ELVIS can be heard barking.) 

HENRY:  (Tries to look over the fence.) Elvis sure is noisy. He must see a squirrel. I 

wonder if Elvis will bark at our new dog. 

MOM:  (Rolls her eyes.) Elvis is always barking. Whenever Mr. Sun delivers the mail, 

Elvis barks until Mr. Sun throws a treat over the fence. I don’t think we should get a 

dog that barks quite so much, boys. 

SAM:  Mom! Mom! I know which kind of dog we should get. 

HENRY:  Wait a minute! I’m the oldest, so I should be the one to decide. 

MOM:  Let’s hear what Sam has to say before getting upset, Henry. 

SAM:  Billy has a little white dog with fluffy fur. It chases its tail, which is really fun to 

watch! 

HENRY:  I don’t want a dog like Billy’s. Just because it chases its tail doesn’t mean it 

will be a good dog. I want a dog like Aunt Lou’s. Her dog has brown ears, and it can 

do a lot of tricks. 

MOM:  Boys, I know we will find a dog at the animal shelter that everyone in the family 

will like.  

Come on. Let’s go! 

SCENE 2 

(Setting: The animal shelter. MOM, SAM, and HENRY walk past the cages, looking 

at dogs.) MOM:  Do you boys see a dog you like? 



SAM:  (Points left.) Look at that fluffy white dog over there. 

HENRY:  That dog is just running around the cage, Sam. I told you I don’t like that kind 

of dog. 

MOM:  Are there any dogs you do like, Henry? 

HENRY:  (Points to the right.) Hey, look over here! (MOM, SAM, and HENRY walk 

over to a  

different dog.) This dog doesn’t look like the kind I wanted, but I think he likes me! 

(The dog licks HENRY’s hand.) Let’s get this dog! SAM:  (Looks at the dog, smiling.) 

Aww. I like him too! Can we get him, Mom? 

SCENE 3 

(MOM, SAM, and HENRY are looking at their new dog in their 

backyard.) SAM:  Well, he’s not white, little, or fluffy. 

HENRY:  And he doesn’t have brown ears either! Let’s find out if he knows any tricks. 

MOM:  Don’t you think we should give him a name? 

SAM:  He’s been so quiet. He has hardly barked. His tail keeps thumping the ground like 

a drum.  

Maybe we should call him “Drummer”! 

HENRY:  That’s not a good name, Sam. 

MOM:  Since Henry picked out the dog, I think you should name him, Sam. 

SAM:  (Smiles.) He is as quiet as a mouse. Maybe we should name him “Mouse.” 

HENRY:  Let’s see if he likes it! Come here, Mouse! (The dog walks over to HENRY 

and licks his hand.) 

SAM:  Look, Mouse already knows his name! I knew he was smart! 

HENRY:  (Pets the dog and smiles.) Mouse is the perfect name. 

MOM:  Well, aren’t you a clever dog. Let’s see if you like to play. (She throws a ball.) 

Go get it, Mouse! (MOUSE does not move.) 

HENRY:  I guess we’ll have to show him how to catch a ball. 

(MR. SUN peeks around the corner of the house. He is holding a package in his hand.) 



MR. SUN:  Hello! I’m delivering a package today! Can you sign for it? (Sees the new 

dog.) What do we have here? Did you get a new friend? (Hands his clipboard to 

MOM, who signs it.) HENRY:  Hi, Mr. Sun. See our new dog? His name is Mouse. 

MR. SUN:  (Pets MOUSE while ELVIS barks in the background.) Aren’t you friendly 

and quiet! I  

think I know how you got your name. I also think Elvis is calling me. See you 

tomorrow! (He hands MOM the package and hurries away.) 

HENRY:  I think we’ve found a great dog. Now all we have to do is go to the library and 

find a book about dog training. I’ll bet Mouse can learn lots of tricks. 

(MOUSE barks softly and wags his tail.) 

SAM:  I think Mouse wants to come to the 

library with us! 

CURTAIN 

17 Read these lines from Scene 1. 

SAM: Mom! Mom! I know which kind of dog we should get. 

HENRY: Wait a minute! I’m the oldest, so I should be the one to 

decide. MOM: Let’s hear what Sam has to say before getting 

upset, Henry. 

Which word is the opposite of the underlined word? 

A calm 

B silly 

C angry D sad 



18 Which lines from the drama best show that Mouse is a good name for the new 

dog? 

F HENRY: Let’s see if he likes it! Come here, Mouse! 

G MOM: Well, aren’t you a clever dog. Let’s see if you like to play. (She throws 

a ball.) Go get it, Mouse! (MOUSE does not move.) 

H HENRY: Hi, Mr. Sun. See our new dog? His name is Mouse. 

J MR. SUN: (Pets MOUSE while ELVIS barks in the background.) Aren’t you 

friendly and quiet! 

19 Which question can be answered while reading the drama? 

A Which tricks can Aunt Lou’s dog perform? 

B Why does Sam want to name the dog Drummer? 

C What did Billy name his dog? 

D What is Sam’s favorite type of dog? 

20 This drama takes place mostly 

F in Sam’s backyard. 

G at the animal shelter. 

H inside of Billy’s house. 

 J  at the city library. 

21 How do Henry and Sam resolve their differences about which dog to get? 

A Mom tells the boys to choose a dog that does not bark like Elvis. 

B They agree to choose a dog that everyone will like. 

C Mom tells Sam to find the dog that he likes most. 

D They agree that Henry should pick because he is older than Sam. 



22 In the future, Sam and Henry will most likely 

F teach some new tricks to Mouse. 

G go to the library with Mouse. 

H find a new name for Mouse. 

 J  get another dog like Mouse. 

23 “Quiet as a Mouse” can best be described as a drama because it 

A involves different characters. 

B contains stage directions. 

C has rhyming words. 

D has information about real events. 

24 Which sentence from the drama contains a simile? 

F I wonder if Elvis will bark at our new dog. 

G Look at that fluffy white dog over there. 

H He has hardly barked. 

 J  He is as quiet as a mouse. 


